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OF 
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CHAP- XVIL 



'OUGLAS had learpt from the phy- 
sician the unwearied attendance and af- 
fectionate care Lewis had shewn to him 
through the whole progress of his disorder; 
and though he was wild, dissipated, 
thoughtless, and volatile, he possessed, 
good-nature, and felt most gratefully those 
kindnesses, to which he was conscious he 
had but very little claims, from the general 
VOL. III. B tenor 
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2 ' THE PEASANT OF 

tenor of his conduct towards Lewis. Me 
was ajso informed how little obligation on 
the score of attention he owed to his asso- 
ciates, or his quondam valet; a sick bed 
was not their sphere for action! — ^They had 
pretty well done for the thoughtless Doug- 
las, and whether he lived or died, little 
more could be got from him, unless he 
came into possession of his uncle's fortune ; 
but this was a remote contingency, and 
the arrival of fresh company at Florence 
gave them hopes of a present harvest. 

As for De Preux, the advantages he had 
derived from Douglas, openly, as well as 
privately, and the partnership he had en- 
tered into with the two Italians, who 
equally disgraced their country and their 
birth, made him perfectly indifferent in 
whatever manner their intimacy should 
terminate. He had both feared and hated 
Lewis, whose integrity was a reproach to 
himself; — ^he had sought to entangle him 

and 
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ARDBNNE FOREST. 3* 

and render him unhappy through the me- 
dium of Caroline^ and had artfully made 
her the dupe of his schemes. He had 
watched their interviews, and had, under 
the seal of secrecy, communicated his sus- 
picions to young Frosini, the girl's brother, 
who was fiery, impetuous, atid revehgefuK 

He had come to his mother's house pur- 
posely to have an interview with Lewis ; — 
it so happened by the chapter of accidents, 
that he met De Preux, and accompanied 
him into the garden to hear further infor- 
mation, and by the low murmur of voices, 
one evidently in grief, they were directed 
to the spot where they found Lewis and 
bis unhappy companion. ~ This was an 
event so much beyond the hopes of De 
Preux, _that the subsequent conversation, 
and the promise given by Lewis, suffi- 
ciently gratified his. revenge — ^as such a 
marriage \vouId inevitably prove a bar to his 
future advancement in any shape whatever. 
B2 The 
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The depravity of this man, who could 
coolly plan the ruin of two inoffensive 
young people ^ho had never injured him^ 
is a melancholy instance, that being well- 
born, i^ not of itself a barrier against, the 
debasement of the mind ; much must de- 
pend on principle, and proper pride — that 
pride that can suit itselP to its situation in 
life, without being humbled into a flatterer, 
or degraded into an abjectness that seeks 
pecuniary advantages at the expence of 
honour and integrityl De Preux had for- ' 
feited all pretensions to the title of a gen- 
tleman when he ceased to respect himself. 
A king may confer titles, a man may be 
descended from gn ancient and respectable 
family, but if in his own conduct he is 
* abject and base, he sinks himself beneath 
the lowest born peasant who preserves his 
integrity and nobleness of mind. In 
speaking of De Preux we include those 
dissolute and unprincipled young men with 
whom he was. connected, and who were 

running 
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rulining precipitately towards a gulph of in- 
famy^ that must shortly cover them with 
shame and indelible disgrace. 

But to return to Lewis. "Douglas having 
learnt the extent of his obligations to him, 
was shocked at the alteration in his person, 
which he attributed to the fatigue and con- 
finement with him ; and when he reflected 
on the dissipation, extravagance, and ruin- 
ous irregularities he had been drawn into 
by those who deserted him on a sick bed, 
and by a vile, shameless woman, who had 
plundered and then abandoned him — 
when a retrospection placed before him 
the whole tenor of liis conduct in a dis^ 
passionate point of view, contrasted with 
the behaviour, the integrity, the resolution 
of Lewis, and the unmerited kindness he 
had shewn to him^ he was shocked at him-* 
self, and felt the warmest sense of gratitude 
to his young friend. 

B3 In 
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In this sentiment Lewis found him, and 
the expressions of Douglas were, propor* 
tionate to his feelings. But when to his 
acknowledgments, he joined such praises 
of his rectitude and propriety of conduct 
as he appeared to deserve, Lewis, shrank 
abashed from the approbation he could 
not enjoy; for nothing can be more painful 
. and oppressive to a feeling mind, than re-r 
ceiving praise when conscious of its being 
unmerited, *' Spare me, spare me, Mr. 
Douglas!'^ cried the poor heart-stricken 
youth, ^^ I am no ways entitled to these 
commendations; I have been a guilty, 
weak mortal, and deserve reproach and 
reprobation. Could my errors be con- 
cealed from you, many reasons would keep 
me silent, but they are known to De 
Preux, no dotibt to his friends, and from 
them I know too well what I may expect^ 
therefore bear my confession, despise me, 
but do not blame an artless, unhappy 

He 
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He then bri^y w^quainted Douglas 
with the vihfortunate afFair we have already 
related, execrated his own weakness and 
ill conduct, but warmly insisted on the in- 
nocence and unguarded tenderness of Ca- 
roline, who, he was persuaded, was as 
free from vice, as from duplicity; and in 
that conviction, he had determfaled to 
marry her---though by so doing, he must 
ioee 2^ proqiect of those flattering expect- 
ations, raised and nourished by his ve- 
n^^Ie friend, whose good opinion he 
ebi]dd na longer ky any claim to, 

Douglas heard this relation with very dif- 
ferent emotions ;— ^the latitucfe of his prin^ 
ciples made him regard what Lewis deemed 
an unpardonable crime, as a very venial sin ; 
mncehe had no deception, or premeditated 
ill design to charge himself witli. And the , 
foBy of an imprudent love-sick girl he 
thonglrt ought to M upcm her own head* 
3Ht when after this conclusion he recd- 
B 4 lected 
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8 THE PEASANT OP 

lected the schemes that had been formed 
by De Preux, which he now blushed to have 
known, and silently acquiesced in, for 
drawing those young people into the snare, 
that had so fatally ' entangled them, he 
began to view the sacrifice of Lewis in a 
new light ; — that he was the victim of a base 
design, to make him contemptible and un- 
happy, merely because the integrity of his 
conduct was a reproach to their dissolute 
manners. The mind and body weakened 
by disease and reflection, Douglas could 
not support his self-upbraiding conscience. 
Tears gushed from his eyes, — pressing the 
hand of Lewis, — " I," said he, ^^am more ' 
guilty than yau ; an infernal plan was laid 
to draw you into error, / knew it, and tho' 
I did not encourage it, I took uq steps 
to frustrate, or guard you against it. — My 
conduct has been infamous, and I deserv- 
edly suffer; — but you ought not to have 
been sacrificed to the detestable passions of 
envy and malice, — to the vile arts of dupli- 
city. — 
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city. — ^For I am convinced De Preux w^ 
the instrument of youf destruction, and had 
prepared the brother of this poor girl to sur- 
prise you." This confession of Douglas, 
which cost him great exertion from his 
extreme weakness, astonished and greatly 
irritated Lewis against De Preux and his 
companions. Though very much hurt at the 
insincerity and unkindness of his friend, — 
he believed him to be already too great a 
sufferer by his imprudent confidence in 
those bad men, and his connexion with arv 
abandoned woman, to bear any additional 
weight of vexation by reproaches or remon- 
strance at that time. He therefore con- 
tented himself by letting the whole of his 
resentment fall upon those unprincipled 
men who had wantonly undone his peace,, 
and his own weakness which had made him 
their dupe. 

^^ When you censure your own imbeci- 
lity," returned Douglas, " you will perhaps 
B5 be 
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be but little inclined to forgive mine ; yet 
I must enquire after the ungrateful, cruel 
Eleanora." "Think not of tier," replied 
Lewis, " she is the most infamous of \vt)- 
men/* He then proceeded to rekte the 
iosolence and intrepidity with which she 
had appeared in public as mistress to the 
Austrian nobleman, and her departure from 
Rorence, in his suite, or rather as the Em- 
press of the Party. Douglas cauld not 
hear this without some sighs; for though 
his liiind had undergone a great change, 
and his principles were very much altered, 
his strong infatuation to this woman could 
not be entirely eradicated.— Her departure 
gave? ti pang to his heart, but he struggled 
to repress his feelings, and drc^ped the 
subject. In the course of that evening 
De Preux made a formal " How d'ye,'* 
the coldness with which he was answered, 
and the surprising convalescence of Doug- 
lus, assured him things were nearly an'ived 
at their crisis; — that he and his compa- 
nions 
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nions were pretty well kncwn^ and there- 
Sore that they had better resign their inti- 
macy with the English boy, (as they (con- 
temptuously termed him,) than wait to be 
dismissed. 

Turning upon bis heel with an air, and 
a shrug of indifference and contempt, — ** I 
shall very possibly not see you again for 
some time, as ray friends and myself are 
pretty much engaged; — but you cannot 
be in better hands than with the prudent 
Mr. Berthier. — ^And a female friend of his 
will make a most delightful trio," 

I^ewis rose hastily from his chair, — Doug- 
ks exclaimed, " Stop, oh stop," — he in- 
stantly obeyed, repressed bis rage, and 
' turning to his friend, saw he was gasping 
for breath.— He had nearly fainted, and. 
was some time before he recovei^ed. But 
when his strength and spirits returned, in- 
dignation and^ resentment enabled him to 

overcome 
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overcome all other feelings, and he rejoiced 
to be at once .so cheaply rid of that 
connexion. 

The^ following day two letters were deli- 
vered to Lewis; — one from Frosini, de- 
manding the' fulfilment of his engagement 
with his sister,-^the other from Caroline, 
which we shall transcribe that we may do^ 
her artless affection justice. 

' *' My brother, intending to be cruel, 
has been my kindest friend. He placed 
me in 'a convent where I have been taught 
to know the full extent of my unintentional 
crime; — ^and the folly of expecting happi- 
ness with you, Who are so well acquainted 
with my weakness that you can never es- 
teem me. Dear, dear Lewis, do not hate 
or despise me, I will not now be your wife, 
though a short time since I would have 
endured the worst of tortures to haVe 
had that title. — Indeed I am not a bad, 

or 
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or a vicious girl, neither are you in any 
shape deceitful or to blame. — I was weak, 
and you but too. tenderly compassionate. — 
I am sure, though both were guilty, both 
were innocent of such an intention, there- ' 
fore dear, dear Lewis, I acquit you with all 
my heart, — ^You will pity flie, I know you 
will, but you shall not hate me, sq I will 
not be your wife. 

■ • 

" I like the convent, I am resolved to 
remain here; — ^my mother never cared 
much about me, and . will soon forget 
me. — My brother is hot headed, but I 
shall write to him and make all things 
easy. — I could die to see you once more, 
but I never will ;-^I shall soon be easy^ 
and very happy here, I have two cousins, 
nuns^ they are happy, why should not I ? 
As your wife I never could look you in 
the face Without shame. Now you will 
pity and bestow a sigh upon the too af- 
fectionate Caroline, who bids you farewel 

for 
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for ever! , Nobody will be admitted to see 
me, do not therefore expose yourself to 
come here, to disturb my quiet to no pur- 
pose whatever. May the holy virgin pro- 
tect vou. 

Caroline." 

This simple letter from Caroline was 
truly wounding to the feeling's of Lewis, 
and did more to strengthen his resolution 
to marry her than all the interference of 
her brother could have done. He went 
immediately to the mother*, produced the 
ktter, at the same time requesting she 
would exert her authority and take her from 
the convent; — but this woman, after a tor- 
rent of reproaches, refused to take any 
such st^p as he required. — The tmth is, 
she was perfectly indifferent about the 
girl, whom she considered as an incum- 
brance, being not only avaricious^ but of a 
light turn of mind, that made a tall daugh- 
ter no desirable object to her. 

Had 
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Had Lewis been possessed of any. pro- 
perty his request would have been directly 
complied with/ but no advantages could 
be derived by a marriage with him, and 
the most unpardonable thing in her daugh- 
ter's conduct, in her opinion, was, being 
seduced into error by a poor paltry de^ 
pmdent, — ^for this she execrated, abused, 
and renounced her. — A rich man, with 
splendid offers, might have thrown a veil 
over her loss of innocence; but the crime of 
being a victim to the weakness of her heart, 
without any interested views, was a most 
abominable fault, and never to be forgiven. , 

Lewis bore her upbraidings with self- 
conviction that they were deserved; but he 
defended the unfortunate Caroline, with 
an honest warmth of heart, and expressed 
the most earnest desire to preserve her from 
the melancholy gloom of a cloyster, and to 
make her his wife. " I have nothing, it is 
true," answered he, when she reproached 

him 
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him with his poverty, " but I will exert 
every power of body and mind to support 
the dear girl and restore her peace.*' 

In vain he pleaded and promised, — ^his 
poverty was an insuperable bar, tho' she 
pretended the crime of Caroline deservedly 
shut her from the world ; — and that she, 
inflexibly virtuous, could never endure the 
guilty creature in her sight again. Finding 
^he only drew upon Himself, and the poor 
girl, the most bitter abuse, and cruel in- 
sults, he withdrew, and wrote to the brother. 



But already had CarpHne enforced her 
wishes to him, with such reasons for her 
conduct, explaining at the same time the 
circumstances of Lewis, and the impossi- 
bility of his providing for her,— -and also 
generously taking the whole blame upon 
herself, and exculpating him from any se- 
ducive artsV or intention of injuring her, — 
that her letter had staggered his resolution 

and 
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and weakened his resentment ; and when 
the application came from Lewis, both 
pride and justice obliged him to confess the 
young man acted with honour and kindness. 
After some reflection, therefore, he ap- 
proved of Caroline's intention, and replied, 
to the request of Lewis for his interference, 
'^ that Caroline and him must settle it how 
they would, he renoynced all connexicoi 
with either/' 

We shall only add, that after repeated 
letters, and many fruitless endeavours to be 
admitted to speak with her, he fouhd she 
steadily pferseveredinher resolution, and he 
Was compelled to accede to her earnest re- 
quest, '^ that she might no more be dis- 
, turbed by unavailing applications, as all his 
letters would be returned unopened ; — ^but, 
that her prayers for his success and happi-* 
ness should never be omitted/' 

Tims 
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. Thus the poor affectionate Caroline, 
whose heart was virtuous, and whose eon- 
duct through life might have been proper 
and respectable, was made a victim to the 
insidious arts of De Preux, who, by false- 
hoods imposed on her simplicity, flattered 
and encreased her love, by being told that 
it was reciprocally returned; — ^and this 
cruel purpose was .contrived, merely to 
gratify his hatred of a worthy young mab, 
whose virtues were a reproach to his own 
meanness and bad propensities^— and in 
whose heart be planted a thorn that. was 
painfully felt to the last moment of his 
existence. 

During this negotiation between Lewis 
and the parties, which took up some days, 
Douglas slowly proceeded to a convalescent 
state ; but his Constitution was very much 
impaired. The irregularity of his life, 
both before and after he left England, at , 
^ early an age, had extremely injured him, 

and 
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and left him but little strength to struggle 
against so violent an attack as had lately 
seized upon him, when the agitations of 
his mind and the weakness of his body 
sank under the conflict of his passions. — 
That he recovered from the fever was 
scarcely expected, and the extreme debi- 
lity that hung upon him at first caused no 
serious apprehensions of any fatal ejfFects, 
therefore, as his illness had not been com- 
municated to his father, under an idea that 
the event must be decided before any letter 
could reach his hands, Lewis liad forebome 
to write on the subject at all, and Douglas 
not being very punctual in his corres- 
pondence, they did not fear any uneasiness 
would arise on that score. 

Lewis now understood that his letters to 
and from Father Francis had been inter- 
cepted, for Douglas, with shame and con- 
trition, had acknowledged, he had passively 
permitted this unpardcHiable action in De 

Preux, 
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Preux, for which he could hardly hope to 
be forgiven. But the other, too sensible of 
his own weakness against any strong temp- 
.tatiori, or in competition with the arts of 
gucK an unprincipled man, readily forgave 
his repentant friend, while it encreased the 
fury and resentment he harboured against 
De Preux and his companions. 

His first care was to write to his reverend 
benefactor, and now it was that • he felt 
more poignantly than ever, the error? he 
had committed. To Father Francis he 
had been accustomed to opfli every sen- 
timent of his heart, to give an unrestrved 
account of every occurrence, and to com- • 
municate eveiy thought of an unadulterated 
mind* — ^This link of confidence was now 
broken. He was no longer the innocent 
ingenuous Lewis, the deserved prdtegee of 
a worthy man who rested on his integrity 
and honour! — In how short a time had he 
forgotten the lessons of wisdom and good- 
ness, 



y Google 



AUDENNE FOREST. 31 

ness, — how easily had Jie fallen under the 
first temptation to do evil! — He must now 
be guarded in his expressions, — must have 
concealments that lacerated his heart; — for 
duplicity of any kind he held in abhorrence, 
and to be compelled to withhold an entire 
confidence in the good father, seemed an 
act of the vilest ingratitude. His letter, 
therefore, was short, confused, and uncir- 
cumstantial. — He was obliged to mention 
the baseness of De Pretixi which he knew 
would hurt the good man extremely, — also 
the illness of Douglas, — ^but all he related 
was in a manner and in language so con- 
strained, that he was exceedingly dissatis- 
fied with his letter, and foresaw that the 
good man would be not less so, — ^but it 
must go. 

A few days after this, one evening, when 
a deep melancholy had oppressed him the 
whole day, and Douglas had urged him to 
take a short walk in the air, Lewis strolled 

towards 
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towards one of those beautiful h31s that 
surround the city, and ascended it to view 
the enchanting scenery. He had throw^n 
himself on the^ ground, and in spite of his 
unpleasant meditations found his sensef 
agreeably engaged by the variety and rich^ 
ness of the prospects. At a small distance 
from him, on the side of the hill, was a 
most charming little villa, the grounds 
round it highly cultivated, but in a style 
that differed much from the Italian taste, 
and rendered it remarkable from all others 
within his view. 

He had lain some time admiring it, when 
he saw a gate opened, and two ladies come 
forth, ad vancihg up' the hill on which he 
rested. .One seemed to be about forty, of a . 
very noble air, and an elegant figure, with 
a face where soitow appeared to cloud a 
lovely and interesting countenance. — Her 
companion was much younger, not so tall 
or elegant, but a genteel person and a 

pleasing 
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pleasing face. She was earnestly talking to 
the elder lady, ^ who appeared very inat- 
tentive, and walked slowly on. 

The spot on which Lewis lay had given 
him a full view of the ladies, but the trees 
and shrubs had concealed him from their 
sight, until turning to the right hand, 
round some trees, before he was aware of 
their proximity, they came close upon him. 
Both parties started, he sprang from the 
ground, and bowing respectfully, apologized 
as well as he could in the Italian language, 
for the 6udden surprise. The ladies bowed 
in return to his compliment and walked 
on without speaking, though they turned 
more than once and looked back at him, 
who was rivetted to the spot; for in the in- 
teresting face of the tall lady, he had no- 
ticed the most perfect resemblance of 
Hermine, allowing for the difference in 
age, and the blooming complexion >of the 
latter. 

Surprised, 
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Surprised, delighted, and struck as if by 
the force of lightning, he remained im- 
movable on the spot. He would have 
given the world to have known who and 
what ' they were — a likeness so dear, so sa- 
cred to his memory, gave him a transport 
beyond all description. — " Oh! wliat hap- 
piness, could he form an acquaintance 
with this charming lady!" To follovsr 
them would be intrusive and impertinent, 
but lie could not think of returning home 
without one view more of that charming 
resemblance, which had agitated his heart 
with the riiost lively emotions of equal 
pleasure, pain, and regret. 

He walked slowly down the hill towards 
the plantations rouiid the villa, without 
losing sight of the gate through which 
they were to return. Whilst loitering 
there a man servant came out looking 
round as if in search of the ladies. Lewis, 
grown bold by curiosity, made up to him, 
^ . " Friend,** 
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" Friend/' said he, in bad Italian, ^^ if 
you are seeking the two ladies that came 
from hence, they have walked up the hill 
to the right." 

The man shook his head, he did not 
understand him. Lewis then addressed 
him in French, upon which the other 
thanked him in the same language. */ I 
presume those ladies are not Italians," re- 
turned he, joining the man. ^^ No," re- 
plied he, stopping, as if he did not relish 
an unknown intruder, *^ they are English 
ladies." Lewis stopped too, — " English 
ladies, and reside in Florence ! " The man 
looked displeased, — " It can be, nothing to 
you. Sir, I suppose, who they are." 

*^ Don't be offended," replied Lewis, 
ingenuously, ^Mf I confess that I am a 
little curious; for the elder of the ladies 
so perfectly resembles a beautiful young 
lady for whom I have the highest respect, 
VOL. III. C that 
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that I cannot repress a wish to know iif 
your lady has any relations in France.** 

^^ Of that,** answered the servant, more 
civilly, " I cannot inform you. My lady's 
name is Somerset, Lady Somerset ; she is a 
widow, and has buried a son and a daugh- 
ter within these three years, which is the 
reason she wears mourning, and is in a 
poor state of health. A year and a half 
•go she came to Paris, and was advised 
by the physicians to travel into Italy. She 
then sent back all her English servants 
except her own woman and the young 
lady her companion, and hired me and 
another to attend her into Italy. She had 
been, I understood, in France above six 
months, so she may have relations there 
for ought I know, I never heard. And so 
we have travelled the country, till about 
eight months since, when coming here, 
this villa was to be let, an English noble- 
man liaving lived in it, but is now returned 

to 



y Google 



ARPEKNB FOREST. 1^ 

to his own country, so my lady took it, 
(or how long I can't say ; but I think she 
is much better in health, though her spirits 
are but poorly yet. And this is all I can 
tell you. Sir; and now I must hasten after 
my lady;" 

The talkative. -Frenchman," who when 
once he began, chattered like a magpie, 
having thought it high time to attend his 
lady, scampered off with all possible speed, 
leaving Lewis not much informed, though • 
his curiosity was in some points gratified. 
The mystery that enveloped Hermine, with 
the strong likeness of this Lady Somerset 
to her, and as he now seemed to recollect, 
also jto her father, rendered it very possible- 
they might be related though the lady was 
English; and he continued to walk and 
ruminate untiLhe saw the ladies returning. 
Ashamed of an unwarrantable intrusion, 
he walked off from the house towards the 
bottom of the hill, frequently looking 
C a round 
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round till he saw them enter, and the gate 
closed. 

It was near dusk when he descended 
into the valley and pursued his way to the - 
town. Just by a gate-way he perceived 
two gentlemen who were coming towards 
him; he could not discern their persons 
until they were closfe upon him^ when to 
his surprise he was accosted by a loud 
laugh, and a seizure of his arm — it was 
the Count Benito and De Preux. They 
had sooner discovered him. — ^^ Well, my 
young philosopher/' said the former, 
^^ may we wish you joy?" ^^ Ah! Mon- 
sieur Lewis, the forester," cried De Preux, 
^^ how does your lady do, the kind 
Caroline?" 

" Unhand me," said Lewis, indignantly, 
/M wish to have no further acquaintance 
with men who have treated Mr. Douglas 
with so mugh baseness and ingratitude. — 

And 
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And you. Sir," addressing himself to De 
Preux, ^^ by whose vile contrivances an 
amiable girl is made wretched, and by 
whom I have been irreparably injured, 
how dare you face me with this insolence ? 
— I am unprovided with any weapon, or 
you should not escape me with impunity." 

He had scarcely pronounced the last 
word, before he was knocked down, and 
received a stab with a stiletto; and doubt- 
less would that instant have been deprived 
of fife, hut a Voice crying, hold, and a per- 
son running towards them, caused them 
to retreat and leave their intended outrage 
unfinished. The man who advanced, 
proved to he. the servant belonging to the 
ladies, whom Lewis had spoken to, and in 
his zeal ^o examine him whether dead or 
alive, had omitted to obsci-ve the assassins^ 
or which road they took. Lewis was 
senseless, and the blood pouring from his 
wound, which the man stopped as well as 
C a he 
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he could ; and then ran through the gate 
for more assistance. He quickly returned 
with two others, and with difficulty the 
still breathless Lewis was conveyed to a 
house, and a surgeon sent for. 

The servant told to whom he belonged, 
and the ill-usage he had seen, having no 
doubt but had he not opportunely appeared 
and cried out, they intended to murder the 
poor gentleman. " Intended to murder 
him! why I am afraid he is pretty well 
done for as it is," said the surgeon, just 
arrived, '^ however let us see what we can 
do." Several strong stimulatives being 
applied to his nose, he began to shew signs 
of life; and on examining the wound it 
was found to be only a flesh one, and tho' 
given with a hearty good will, had not en- 
dangered any of the vital parts. 

The surgical operation completely re- 
stored his senses — he looked round and 

asked 
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asked where he was. His eyes fell upon 
the servant, whom he recollected imme- 
diately weak as he seemed — ^he cried out 
feebly, '^ You with me, you ! then where 
am I ?*• The man readily told him of his 
opportune interference; adding, that he 
haid been, sent after him by his lady, to 
whom he had repeated the curiosity, and 
the motive for it, which Lewis had ex- 
pressed. — ** My lady wishes to see you, 
but that can't be at present.'* " No," 
said Lewis, faintly, " my head, my head 
is very bad.'* 

Busy in searching the wound, the blow 
on his head had passed unnoticed; the 
surgeon now found it was extremely 
bruised, and grew very much alarmed for 
the consequence — happily, however, his 
hat had broken the viplence of the blow, 
and no concussion of the brain, as the sur- 
geon apprehended, had taken place. 

C 4 The^ 
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The moment Lewis could speat cohe- 
rently, he desired a messenger might be 
sent to Douglas, who Ijad only been twice 
out an airing since his dangerous illness; 
but he insisted upon being taken to Lewis^ 
and very poignantly felt the cruel treat- 
ment he had met with from those cowardly 
wretches. 

An enquiry was set on foot after them^ 
but they had left Florence to avoid an in-, 
yestigation tliey did not choose to encoun-* 
ter; and also because some late exploits on 
an English nobleman began to be talked 
of, not much to their credit. But De 
Preux took care to leave his annuity bond 
from Douglas, in such hands as he knew 
would enforce the payment pf it, previous 
to another scene of action. In a few days 
Lewis was carried in a kind of litter to his 
own lodgings. The man to whose timely 
appearance he owed his life, Doliglas hand- 
somely rewarded ; and he came daily, by 

order 
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order of his lady, to enquire after the in- 
valid, expressing her elvish to see him whea 
he could venture abroad. CaroKne, the 
too affectionate Caroline, had also been in- 
formed of his narrow escape from death,, 
and frequently sent to know of his health ; 
and expressed her unbounded joy and thanks- 
to the holy virgin for his presei-vation.. 

Those continued marks of her attach- 
ment gave Lewis the most sensible plea- 
sure^ and a concomitant pain. Pleasure 
that she still interested herself for his wel- 
fare, consequently did not regard him as 
base and ungrateful ; — and pain, that such 
an. innocent, affectionate heart should thro' 
his blamable^ conduct, be cut off from so- 
ciety, and buried in a convent. 

In a much shorter time than could l)e 
expected, Lewis grew convalescent ; but he 
was much grieved to observe very alarm- 
ing symptoms in Douglas, that denoted an 
C 5 encreascd 
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encreased weakness in his, general state of 
health, and seemed rapidly undermining 
his constitution. Greatly distressed he con- 
sulted the physicians, and they frankly con- 
fessed they were apprehensive of a puli^jb- 
nary consumption; and though he might 
possibly drag, on life some months, perhaps 
a year or two, yet their hopes were very 
small of a recovery ! 

Shocked beyond description at this most 
alanning information, he wrote without 
delay to acquaint the elder Mr. Douglas 
of his son's recent illness, and tedious pro- 

-^essive recovery. One of the medical 
gentlemen with great candour recom- ^ 
mended a return to his native air; — a slow 
journey, and change of climate and objects; 

. he thought might possibly be of some 
service. This Lewis mentioned, and im- 
patiently waited the result from England. 



At 
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At this time also he received a very af- 
fectionate letter from Father Francis, who- 
much grieved at his long silence, now exo* 
nerated him from all blame, but professed 
himself greatly shocked at the baseness of 
De Preux, from . whose infamy, he drew 
many pious reflections to teach Lewis the' 
beauty and benefit of truth and candour,, 
and tbe unpardonable sin, as well as con- 
temptible meanness of vice and dupli- 
city. After many more admonitions, much 
pious advice^ and the most fervent prayers, » 
for his success in, this world, and etemak 
felicity in the next, he concluded with* 
saying, that the young and worthy orphan,, 
the respectable Hermine, was perfectly ia. 
health, content in her situation, and hen 
best wishes were offered for peace andi 
hapfHuess to her friend Lewis. 

He--waS sorry to add that she had re- 
ceived lettere from her young favourite Fi- - 
delia, which had given her a great deal ofe 

disturbance. 
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disturbarvpe. He feared that young lady 
was not happy in her return to the world, 
and regretted the peaceful asylum slie had 
been prevailed upon to forego^ for tumul- 
tuary scenes, and not accordant with her 
inclinations. The good ' man had also 
written to Douglas, but as the contents 
of his letter were pretty similar to the other, 
'tis unnecessary to repeat them. 

Whilst Lewis impatiently waited for 
letters from England, and his anxiety for 
Douglas daily encreased ; he advanced ra- 
pidly in his own health, and was at length 
pennitted to go out. This permission so 
ardently desired, he resolved to avail him- 
self of, by waiting upon Lady Somerset; 
and having prevailed upon an acquaintance 
to pass the intermediate time of his absence 
with Douglas, he set out for the villa 
of that lady, his heart beating with a 
variety of emotions, — ^hope, fear, curio- 
sity, suspense, and an anxious expecta- 

• tion. 
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tion, that in some shape 6r other, this 
visit might concern Hermine. 

On his arrival, Etienne, the servant 
who had frequently called on him, and 
who had been handsomely rewarded both 
by Douglas and Lewis, expressed much 
pleasure on seeing him; and conducting 
him to an anti-chamber, went to an- 
nounce him to his lady. 

He presently returned with orders for 
his introduction, and Lewis with no small 
trepidation, was ushered into a very elegant 
library, where both ladies were sitting; the 
younger one at work, the other with a 
book in her hand, which she laid aside, as 
she rose to receive her visitor. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 



L 



iEWiS, struck with the dignity of hfsr 
figure, and more so by the resemblance 
nearest to his heart, made his bow with an 
air of respect and defFerence that attracted 
the attention of both ladies. Having re- 
quested he would take a chair, Lady So-^^ 
merset proceeded, — ^^ Ybu will .have the 
goodness. Sir, to excuse the liberty I have 
taken, in soliciting this visit ; but the ques- 
tions you -asked my servant, and a certain 
resemblance -you noticed in me, to a young 
lady of your'acquaintancCji has also esicited 

my 
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my curiosity, and I^ shall feel extremely in- 
debted to you, to inform me who the lady 
is, her name, and cir^jumstances?" 

^'Neither of which, Madam," replied 
he, ^^ can I give you the least information 
of. — The young lady I alluded to, is at 
present in a convent, in the Forest of 
Ardenne, in the Province of Luxemburgh. 
The only name she is known by is Her* 
mine — ' ' " Hermine ! ' ' repeated Lady 
Somerset, much agitated, *' pray. Sir, go 
on, I am really deeply interested. — How 
comes it that her family name is unknown ?'* 
^* I know not,^' returned Lewis, embar- 
rassed, " how far I am at liberty to relate 
those circumstances that procured me the 
honour of being known to Mademoiselle 
Hermine." — ^^ O, pray do not hesitate, 
Sir, I pledge you my sacred honour, that 
not a word or circumstance you wish to 
conceal shall ever escape my lips.— I am, 
indeed, uncommonly desirous of what in- 
formation 
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fprinatlon you can: give me, — ^for the very 
mystery is what interests me, and not alone 
from female curiosity, but from certain 
causes, known only to myself." 

The young lady arose, '^ I am going 
into the gardens. Madam." — ^^ Do so, my 
dear Charlotte," returned Lady Somerset, 
and the door being closed, she again turned 
her imploring eyes on Lewis. — He could 
not withstand the persuasive language: — 
^^ Relying confidently on your honour,. 
Madam, I shall repeat to you all I know 
relative to this young lady, feeling it im- 
possible to refuse t/ou any satisfaction, since 
every word and look reminds me more 
strongly of the charming Mademoiselle 
Hermine." — Lady Somerset smiled, but 
whether that smile proceeded from self- 
love in the ^^ charming " resemblance, or 
from the warmth with which Lewis uttered 
the epithet, we cannot exactly ascertain, 
but her ladyship was a woman^ — ^why then 

might 
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might she not be gratified by an implied 
compliment. 

Lewis, however, did not notice it, but 
gave a very exact and circumstantial detail 
of every circumstance. The lady appeared 
more and more agitated as he proceeded, 
but when he mentioned the initials on the 
coffin of Hermine's father, ^he clasped her 
hands and exclaimed, ^* I am no longer in 
doubt^ — Gfacious Heaven, what a disco- 
very ! — BxA go on, Sir.^ — ^Alas, poor Count, 
punishment soon » followed conviction!"-^ 
The word Count caused a tremor in the 
voice of Lewis, — ^^AhT* thought he, 
"she is then a Count's daughter!" — ^Aftey 
a moment's hesitation he resumed his nar-» 
rative, which he brought down to the last 
letter from Father Francis; but carefully 
avoided every thing relative to Douglas and 
himself, more thati his humble birth and 
occupation, from whence he was taken by 
the partiality of the good Fathei', to ac- 
company 
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company Mr. Douglas, whose ill stete of 
health would, in all probability, soon recall 
him to his native country and friends. 

^'^Well, Sir,'' said Lady Somerset, "I 
told you that I was influenced by something 
more than female curiosity, and you will 
credit me, when I assure you that I have 
very strong reasons to believe, your charm^ 
ing ' Mademoiselle Hermine is my niece.** 
*' Is it possible?" exclaimed Lewis, in a 
transport of joy. " I think it more than 
possible, I believe it highly probable, nay, 
almost certain," answered she, " and the 
services you and your family have rendered 
to her, and her unhappy father, entitle you 
to demand a reciprocal- confidence from 
me, to what I have drawn you to place in 
my honour." "No, Madam," returned 
liCwis, modestly, '^ I have no such right ; 
birth and fortune has placed you at an im- 
measurable distance from me, and I am 
not presumptuous enough to break the 

barrier. — 
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barrier. — ^Allow me only to say, that no 
temptations whatever, could have induced 
me to relate what I have done, but the 
strong resemblance, that grows upon me 
every moment, between your Ladyship and 
the Lady jHermine." " And allow me, in 
return, to assure you," said she, '^ that the 
modesty and propriety of your sentiments 
entitle you to consideration, had you no 
claims on. the score of gratitude, and there- 
fore attend to my confidential communi- 
cation." He bowed, and after a little 
pause she proceeded as follows: — 

The story of Lady Somerset. 

" My father, the Marquis De Melian, 
lost his wife soon after the birtlv of my 
younger sister ; and having been passion- 
ately fond of her, the shocking and sudden 
event would in all probability have cut 
short the thread of his life, but for the 
tenderness he felt for his two motherless 
girls. — ^I was two years old at the death 

of 
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of my mother, and being what, is called, a 
forward child, by little infantine playful- 
ness, and a great deal of prattle, irresistibly 
engaged his attention, and amused his 
mind. 

" The lenient hand of time, and his strong 
attachment to his children insensibly meli- - 
orated his grief; — ^we possessed his undi- 
vided heart, and engaged every thought 
and wish of that best, and most affection- 
ate of parents. All the advantages of edu^ 
cation that fortuiue could procure, were 
our's ; — every kindness, every indulgence; 
and the first preceptors in every science^ 
that was customary for females to be ac- 
quainted with, 

*^ Our juvenile years, until I was twelve, 
and my sister ten years old, passed rapidly 
away, winged witti delight, and without a 
cloud to impede our mutual happiness.-^ — 
At that period my father was appointed 

envoy 
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eivoy at a foreign court, and we were both 
placed in a convent till his return. I 
shall pass over the painful separation, and 
the subsequent five year's of his absence. 
Our lives in the convent resembled a calm, 
unruffled sea, and youth too sanguine in 
its hopes, lodged forward to, a continued 
serenity, without apprehension of the many 
storms and tempests we are all liable to 
encounter with in the wide ocean of life. 

^^ Our emancipation from a tranquil, 
though confined situation, was welcomed 
by us only from the joy we should receive 
in again residing with our beloved parent. 
His transports were unbounded, and in a 
very few days we found additional pleasures 
crouding fast upon us, from the company 
we were introduced to, and the amusements 
we were suffered to partake with a few 
chosen friends. Lord Somerset, an Eng- 
lish nobleman, in whose praise, and* of 
whose virtues I could dwell with delight for 

hours. 
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hoiirs, was al that time in Paris, and almost 
from the first of my introduction into com- 
pany, evinced a decided partiality in my 
favour. He had known my father at Vi- 
enna; who respected him greatly, and hav- 
ing given him a general invitation, he 
might be said almost to live in the hoiise. 

^' I shall not be prolix on this sub- 
ject, a mutual affection between his Lord- 
ship and myself was soon visible to my fa- 
ther and all our connexions, and after my 
Lord had with peculiar delicacy, sought for 
and obtained my permission, he applied for 
my father's consent. Only one objection 
could possibly be started, the difference in 
our faith. • 

^^ To my father, at first, this appeared 
an insuperable obstacle; but though edu- 
cated so long iu the convent, and the 
tenets of the catholic religion impressed" 
incessantly on my mind, I take shame to 

myself 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



ABDBNXE FOREST. ' A^ 

myself when I confess, that this objection 
faded in my mind to nothing when placed 
in competition with all powerful love, 
which had possession of my whole heart. 
Lord Somerset was truly amiable and good, 
and tl^ough only eight-and-twenty, he had 
a decided character — ^his honour and in- 
tegrity wiere unimpeachable, his rejfutation 
abroad stood high with all who knew him ; 
and though perfectly satisfied with his own 
mode of faith, he equally esteemed and 
venerated those that were good and worthy 
in every .country, and of every religion. 

^^ With such a man, so liberal in his 
opinions, so respectable in his conduct and 
character, my father could have no doubt 
of his child's temporal happiness; but it 
was her eternal welfare he was .anxious for, 
and many of our friends, with more bi- 
gotry and less philantrophy than Lord 
Somerset, insisted that my salvation would 
be endangered if I married an heretic. — 

In 
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111 short, I endurejd much persecution, from 
them, and the most affectionate solicitude^ 
;and weighty arguments from my father; — 
I was afflicted, but my heart was immov- 
ably fixed, and my reliance ori Lord So- 
merset's tenderness and honour could not 
. be shaken by superstitious violence, or un- 
charitaT^le conjectures. 

" My lord assured my father that he 
would never interfere in my religious duties 
— 4ie was well acquainted with the am- 
bassador from our court to his country, 
and that the- minister's chaplain should 
always attend me upon every occasion. — 
At length my father's objections gave way 
to the reasonable propositions of his- lord- 
ship, and his anxiety for my peace, which 
he perceived hung uj)on his consent. 

" We were married, and for many years 
with him, I was the happiest of human 
beings. ^ 

'' We 



y Google 



^^ We remained in France four montlis 
after our marriage, and were earnestly de* 
^rous that my father and sister should ac- 
company ua to England; but my father 
wa* detained by hie attendance pn thft 
court, and he couW not be prevailed upon 
to part with his dear Hermine. (Lewi* 
started at the name.) With cbnsider^bk 
reluctance on all sides we separated^ in th^ 
hope however of being re-united the fol* 
lowing year* 

^' How short sighted is human wisdoliii 
when depending Oh remote contingencies 
which a hundred accidents may impede 
from ever taking effect! — We earnestly 
arid anxiously, month after month, anti- 
cipated the time whtn we should see our 
beloved relatives* The spring was now 
Advancing, 1 was in the family way, and 
fer\'ently wished for my dear sister to be 
with me. I perceived, or thought I had 
perceived, in her two or three last letters, 
VOL. Ill, D a 
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a constrained style^ an4 a dgected turn of 
expression that pained me ; but such per- 
fect confidence had ever subsisted between 
us, that I checked the idea as much as 
possible, trusting that she would have no 
concealments from me, unless my father 
was out of health. No sooner did this 
thought obtrude, than I grew so extremely 
uneasy, that I could no longer refraui from 
communicating to her my observations and 
my fears, conjuring her to relieve my mind, 
or at any rate ta satisfy my doubts, and be 
perfectly unreserved in her reply. 

^^ Her letter, so eagerly wished for, ar- 
rived — ^it was long and explanatory. She 
confessed she was strongly and unchange- 
ably attached to a young nobleman, to 
whom our father had a decided dislike, 
from an erroneous opinion he had been led 
to entertain of his principles. She allowed 
that he had been gay, dissipated, and ex- 
travagant ; but then he had been put in 

possession 
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possession of his fortune at a very early 
Bgey and enticed into company, and the 
follies of the age, by a set of young men 
of equal rank, and more hackneyed in the 
ways of vice — ^but he was now become 
sensible of His errors, despised his former 
follies, shunned his unprincipled compa- 
nions, and, since he became attached to 
her, he was totally changed in his conduct 
and principles. 

'^ In short, for love is a'grfeat qualifier, 
she was convinced that his heart was good; 
and that now he was become a proselyte to 
reason and decorum, it was equally cruel 
and uncharitable to reprobate him for what 
he had been. Her father, she added, con- 
tinued inflexible, at the same time his 
pbduracy seemed to have so , much tender- 
ness for her happiness mixed with it, and 
he treated her in every other respect ^with, 
such unabated fondness, that her heart was 
half broken in the conflict between duty 
D 2 &nd 
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and paternal love, and her strong attach* 
ment to so amiable a man as the Count 
♦***, whose name, to copy the pradent 
reserve of Hermine, you will excuse me 
from mentioning. 

' *^ What could / say in answer to thij^ 
letter, when the facility with which I had 
bestowed my hearty though hiq)pily on a 
worthy man, might in some shape be 
pleaded as an example to my younger 
sister ? — I consulted my lord, he wrote im^ 
mediately to 1?3ris, to friends on wiiqse 
judgment and integrity h(3 could firmly 
rely. The answer confirmed our worst 
fears. — ^The gentleman in question, was 
allowed, to have rank^ abilities^ a fine per- 
son, polished manners, and the most in* 
sinuating address; but he was gay^ un- 
principled, shamelessly attached to women 
and play, had thrown away a handsome 
paternal fortune, encumbered his estate — 
and 'twa§ feared his very abandoned pro*. 

pensities 
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pensities were too deeply rooted, for any 
young w^nan to risk her ckince of hap* 
piness on the slender hope of a ipeforma* 
tion> where the mind seemed so extremely 
vitiated that it ^i^t without a brcadi of 
diarity, be supposed — habit \\'as become a 
second nature. They concluded with say-^ 
iiigy that though Mademoiselle De Melitm ' 
#as as beautiful as an angel, and love 
nsght h^ve a gfeat diare in his addi^esses^ 
yet &om his libertine character, aard pecu^ 
Riary wants, they were apt to believe the 
great fortune she was joint hfeiress to was 
his principal inducement to tliink of 
marriage. 

^^ This terrible account, from veracity 
and unquestioned honour, you inust sup- 
pose sliocked us grfeatly; and my lord's 
advice to copy tt^e letter, without naming 
Qur informant, and send it to our dear 
Hermine, I instantly complied with, en- 
treating her to break off the connexion j — 3% 
D3 that 
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that could only occasion a temporary pain^ 
and would be more than overpaid here- 
after, when judgment should supersede 
passion, .and the pleasure of having obliged 
her friends would more than compensate for 
the sacrifice of an unworthy man. We 
were a fortnight beyond the usual returns 
of the post before any letter came, and I 
was exceedingly uneasy. We had pressed 
her to cc^ne to us with all speed ; and had 
urged the same request to our father, with- 
out assigning any cause for such urgency 
but my situation. 

*^ At length the long expected letter 
came — ^it was from my father. The ago- 
nising contents I cannot repeat — 'tis suf- 
ficient to say, that a week previous to the 
date, the young, rash, and ill-advised Her- 
mine, had forsaken the house of her father, 
and married the unworthy Count., His 
affliction and disappointment Was propor- 
tionate to his love and apprehensions for 

the 
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the happiness of a beloved daughter; but 
the marriage was concluded, and what 
could not be recalled, for her sake, he, was 
willing to forgive — ^he had therefore written 
to invite them home, in the hope that un- 
der His roof, and newly married, the fairest 
chance offered for reclaiming a volatile, 
dissipated young man, if his heart was not 
totally depraved. 

" Further, he requested we would be 
gentle in our admonitions to her, and give 
him more credit than he deserved ; in the 
hope that a generous reliande on his priur. 
ciples, if he had any feeling, would in- 
fluence him to justify our favourable judg- 
ment, and deserve our confidence. Such 
was the letter from the tenderest of all 
fathers, and yve strictly observed the very 
spirit of his wishes. 

" My Lord most kindly condlescended to 

write and Invite the new married pair to 

D4 England, 
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England^ in which invitation I joined most 
heartily. Alas ! how great was njy dis^- 
pointment — ■ a cold, freezing letter of 
tiianks, with an apodogy of a previous, en^ 
gagement, which would prevent them from 
aeeing England for that sumn^r, and a few 
* kind words and good wishes aa a particular 
'events written, and s^ed by my sister^ 
were the only return made to our volun- 
tary kindness* 

*^ We soon after heard from my father, 
l^ey had declined living with him^ and be* 
gan an estahlbhment of their own. A 
moiety of a handsome sum left by our 
maternal' grandfather between us^ to be 
paid on the day of marriage, or when we 
arrived at one-and-twenty, my father was 
obliged to pay into tlie Count's hands^ to 
which he added something considerable, 
but not in the same proportion that he had 
given to me«*^^<issigni|ig as his reason, to lis, 
that he should wait, to judge impartially 

of 
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of the Count's apparent reformation, befone 
he placed unlimited coi)6dBace in him. 

^* A very sh©rt time enabled ine to fprra 
my judgment ; for the formal coldness of 
my poor Hermine's letters assured me, tliat 
he had been made acquainted with the^ 
character I had transmitted tp her, and 
that by this marriage I had lost ithe af- 
fection and confidence of my sister, thro* 
the unjustifiable resentment of her husband. 

" He must be conscious tliat the picture 
had not been overcharged, and that both 
bve and duty demanded from me a faithful 
representation, previous to her marriage. 
If his refomiatlon was sincere, his love for 
her, such as it ought to have been, he 
would have valued me for the afiection I 
had shewn to her; — and our subsequent} 
invitation must have convinced him how 
dear • her happiness was to m. On the 
contrary he never wrote a second letter, 
:: D 5 and 
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and her's were so seldom, and so frigid, 
that every one I received made me quite 
miserable ; and gave to my dear Lord the 
Utmost inquietude. 

" Nothing material occurred till after I 
yjTds brought to bed of my eldest, now alas, 
my only son ; soon after which I had the 
supreme felicity of being pressed to the bo- 
som of my beloved parent. But how 
changed was his person ! thin, pale, and 
dejected ; — I was shocked at the alteration, 
— I enquired of his health, — " He was 
well, very well," he said, but his looks, 
and the tone of his voice contradicted that 
assertion. I asked of my sister, " Ah, 
poor Hertnine !" returned hie, " she is no 
longer the same blooming cherub that en- 
livened every social party ; — she is seen, no 
where, declines all company, asserts that sl 
retired life is her choice, and even before 
me has borne the entreaties of her huS- 
band to go into public, and his seemtiig 

anger,, 
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anger, when she persisted in refusing.— 
Yet I aiii well assured from a private hand> 
that she pines in solitude, and acts by his 
imperious commands, a farce, to deceive 
me and the world, at the expence of trutli 
and her own feelings. 

" I dare not interfere," added my &^ 
ther, brushing off the tear that stole down - 
his cheek, ^^ for I have questioned her once 
in private, and the only time I ever had 
an opportunity, she assured me, " That, 
she was absolutely mistress of her own 
time and actions, and was surprised that 
I should doubt itJ' 

" What could: I say after that ? I gentfy 
hinted indeed, that the Count appeared 
felling into his' old habits o£ company and 
expence. She cut me vejy short,, ^^ He 
was accountable to no one for his actions; 
and whilst she had nothing to. complain of„ 
she hoped her dear father would not en- 

couragti: 
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courage ill-natured infonnants, or repeat 
tilings tending to hurt her peace." . 

^^ In pronouncing' the last ^words," con- 
tinued my 'father^ " tlie unbidden • tear 
trembled iti her eye, she tenderly pressed 
my hand, and framed an excuse to leave 
t4ie room for a few minutes to recover 
herself. You may guess what were my 
feelings^ but slie soon returned, and evi- 
dently with forced ' cheerfulness, changed 
the subject. 

^^ A near relation of the Count's has 
been some time with them on a visit; he 
is youiig and handsome, but I do not like 
him. — I urn by no means a physiognomist, 
or apt to form rash judgment on a slight 
acquaintance, but there is a datk trait in 
that man's countenance that alarms and 
disgusts me ; — a lowering, down-cast eye, 
a studied glance, and an affected gentleness 
of manners that does not tit easy on him. 

Had 
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Had the Count not married, he is, heir to 
hk title and estates; — the latter were 
tteply mortgaged, I have assisted to clear 
them, and obtained a jointure on one of 
than for my dear Hei^mine.. — ^If she has no 
swi, this Chevalier Soissons succeeds to 
them; — ^she is now, I believe, in the fa- 
mily way 3 — 'this Qievalier I do not like." 

" Such was my dear father's account 
of my poor sister, and knowing how ten- 
derly he Joved her, I was no longer sur- 
prized at the alteration in his person from 
a distiu'bed mind. My feelings instantly 
caught the alarm from his, I had no doubt 
but my sister had married a tyrant, and a 
libertine; I saw he was only kept within 
bounds in the hope • of sharing the re- 
mainder of my father's fortune at his 
death. This I "hinted to him, and be- 
sought him to take good care of his 
Hennine. 

"On 
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'' On that head," said he, '' I wish to 
consult your worthy Lord, and shall be 
determined by his advice. •You were ever 
both equal in my affection, and both have 
an equal right to my fortune; but though I 
have given the Count what is very hand- 
some,. I did ' not give him what I ^ould 
xhave done, had he been like Lord So- 
merset, the object of my esteem, as well 
as of your choice. However of this more 
another day." 

^^ We exerted our best endisavours to^ 
amuse our dear father, and he certainly in» 
about ten days recovered from that pallid, 
dejectedness which hung on him- when he 
came to London* We went down to our. 
house in Gloucestershire, with which he 
was highly charmed; but more so in an ex^ 
cursion through Wales, where the grand^ 
picturesque yi^ws, and the bold romantic 
wildness of the country, astonished and 
delighted him,, 

'' Four 
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^^ Four months we enjoyed the inexpres- 
sible pleasure of contributing to the peace 
and amusement of a dearly beloved parent. 
Our domestic happiness^ in ^ome degree 
tranquillized his mind, and my deat Lord 
shared his heart equally with myself, as his 
virtues well deserved. 

" During this period he had two letters 
from my sister. — ^We all observed the same 
formal stiffness, the same studied expr^- 
sions as I had been accustomed to receive ; 
and though love and duty appeared to dic- 
tate, there was an inexpressible somethitig 
we felt, but could not describe, of coldness 
and constrainf, that pervaded every line. 

^^ Ah,'' said my fether,. ^* this is not 
the language of the heart, not the sponta- 
neous effusion of that affection which glows 
in the bosom of a grateful, £|nd affectionate 
child. — ^I am persuaded the Count dictates 
and directs .every line.^ — Ddar, unhappy 

child^ 
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child, what a lot hast thou drawn in the 
great lottery of life!" 

" We could say little to counteract the 
impression this conjecture made on his 
iniud;-^we could only endeavour to console 
him. But as he knew the time drew near 
when she expected to be in bed, he grew 
anxious to return before the winter set in, 
aJid v^y earnestly pressed us to accom- 
pany »him. 

^^ My Lord determined to see him safe 
landed in Prance, but /could not possibly 
consent to l^ave my infant, /So young, to 
the care of domestics, neithea^ could I pos- 
sibly think of taking him with me ; I w as 
therefore obliged to postpone my. visit till 
the following spring. Some time after we 
received the pleasing intelligence tha^ my 
sister was happily delivered ol' a little gid, 
and both petfeetly well ;-^the next letter 
informed us the child wa§ named Hermine, 

and 
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ftiid that the monient the Countess could 
leave her chamber, both die and the infant 
were removed, under pretence of change 
erf" air, to a chateau belonging to the Che-r ^ 
valier Soissons, on the dsiirts of the Forest 
of Orleans. 

" My fath^ w:6nt there to visit ber;i— 
bis description of her was sudi as exempli^ 
fied the beautiful imagery drawn by one of 
Qur best £ki£)ish po^ts, 

" She sat Hke Patience on a monument, 
Smiling at grief.*' 

^^ Slie was sttU most ^ovdly,'* be said^ 
^' but the flu^ of health no Jonger adorned 
her cbe^; her beautiful eyes had lost their 
brilliancy, but a soft languor and a gentle 
smile rendered her irresistibly touching, — for, 
there was an evident endeavour to appear 
ea^ and content, whilst the feelings of the 
heart struggled to obtain utterance. What 
a tender^ afilicting object was tliis to a 

father ! 
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father ! He entreated her confidence^ ^^ the 
world," he said, ^^ pronounced her to be 
an ill-treated woman; — ^her husband, an 
abandoned profligate, and a dupe to the 
man in whose house he resides. It became 
a father's right to see justice done to his 
child. — ^If she was to live thus separated 
from her husband, his hoiise was the most 
appropriate for her residence ; and if the 
Count objected, he would even implore the 
interference of majesty to confirm a father's 
wishes, and do them both justice." 

" As nearly as I can recollect," added 
I/ady Somerset, *^ and almost every word, as 
well as every occurrence, relative to my 
dear, unfortunate Hermine, ia engraven on 
my heart, this was her answer. 

" My dearest father, you tear my very 
heart-strings by this overflow of tenderness, 
which convinces me that you are unhappy 
on my account, iind are led away into er- 

. roneous 
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roneous conclusions by appearances, and 
the officious intelligence of false repre- 
sentations. Once f6r all, and I conjure 
you, as you value my peace^ that this may 
he the last time the subject is ever men- 
tioned between us,— ^I now once more as- 
sure you, that I have nothing to complain 
of. — My own choice, — -my own free-will 
has directed every thing. Surely I may be 
allowed to judge what is most conducive to 
iny inclination and my happiness. I prefer 
solitude, — this chateau^ tho' ancient and 
out of repair, has a thousand charms for 
me, from its vicinity to the forest, where 
I like to walk. The delightful cares 
of a mother occiipy much of my time, the 
Count conies to xis whenever he can find 
leisure, and if he permits me the liberty to 
live as I like, surely . he is entitled to the 
same privilege, and who shall presume to 
ijuestion the propriety of his conduct, if I 
am satisfied ? My dear father," continued 
she, embracing him, " I besiecch you to be 

contented 
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contented and happy, — ^if 'your Hermine 
does not shine at court, nor live in Ae 
brilliant style in which you describe my 
dear and happy sister, remember, we have 
dl different propensities in our nature, and 
as frail mortals, all subject to caprice and a 
change ^f sentimerit.'—Such is the case 
with me.— I now pursue a retired Kfe, 
from choice, — ^I cannot answer, whether I 
may hereafter change my taste or not, I 
make no resolutions, time and circum* 
$tances will determine for me/' 

*^ Such w«s the purport, I believe die 
exact words of her reply to my fether, after 
which no further remonstrance could be 
made. 

*^ Soon after, it was publicly known that 
^ lady resided with the Count. He declared 
she was a relation who condescended to 
superintend his domestic concerns during 
tlie al>sence of the Countess for the reco- 
very 
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this to my father^ — ^her conduct, blind 
confidence, and stt-arige infatuation asto* 
tiished him* 

'^ The Cdunt paid him every mark of ^ 
outward respect, and more than once la- 
mented his wife's unaccountable preference 
of the countiy ;-*-wishdd her health and in* 
clination would admit of her return to 
Paris, witii many other apparent marks of 
affeQtion, and regret for her absencei-^But 
my father could not be deceived by. his 
specious arts, the conduct of the man wa» 
contradictory to his professions, and he 
rated them accordingly, as attempts to de- 
ceive him into a good opinion of his affec- 
tion for his daughter^ and to. throw the 
whole blame of consequences on her vo- 
luntary banishment from his house in town- 

'* In this way, without any change iii 
my sister's life, but encreased irregularity 

and 
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and dissipation in thfe Count's, matters pro* 
ceeded for more than twelve months* My 
intended visit to my father was prevented 
by the advice of medical men, who judged 
an attempt to cross the sea might be at- 
tended with danger at that time. My sis- 
ter now and then wrote to mef, her ex- 
pressions were mqre kind, but the con- 
tents of her letters were always on desultory 
subjects; or of her little Hermine, whom 
she seemjed doatingly fond of. — ^Nothing 
of her husband, or domestic concerns, or 
return to Paris, tho' she allowed that her 
health was perfectly restored. This our 
father confirmed, and attributed the change 
in her countenance to the excessive delight 
she took in her child, who w^as her constant 
companion. 

^^ One day that my father was fondling 
of it, she said, with a peculiar point in her 
voice, — ^^ I hope yon will prove a father to 
my lUtle Hermine. — I may die, — the Count 

may 
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may have another wife,— such things may 
be ; — ^let me hope, therefore, my child will 
have a father in you, — that she may not be 
left motherless and unprovided for." — 
*^ God forbid," answered he^ much moved, 
" that she should be motherless for many, 
many years to. come, — ^as for her provision, 
I have already taken care of that." 

" Have you ?" exclaimed she, clasping 
her hands with energy, '^ then I am satis- 
fied, — if my darling child will not be " 

she' stopped, as if conscious she had said 
too much,^^ — my father read her thoughts. 
" Whenever it shall please Heaven to call 
me hence," said he, ^^ yourself, with Lord 
and Lady Somerset, will be her guardians. 
I will even make it the interest of the 
Count to educate her well, and presei-ve 
her life with care and tenderness. — ^Fear 
nothing for your child, my dear Hermine, 
both you and the sweet infant will be am- 
ply provided for." 

'^Thit 
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• *' That assurance is sufficient/' said sliCj 
*^ and r cannot wish her better guatdians 
than Lord and Lady Somerset,* — and here,** 
added she^ *^ we will drop the subject."^-*- 
And hefe also /must stop/' said Lady 
Somerset, ^^ for 1 find myself extremely 
exhausted by talking so lortg, and must 
defer my conclusion till to-morrow, if you 
are sufficiently curious to favour me with 
anotlier visit*'' 

Lewis, made a suitable retutn to this 
compliment, and assured her Ladyship that 
he should be greatly honoured in being 
permitted to wait on her again. 

^^ I beg,'* said she, '^ that you will in- 
vite Mr. Douglas to accompany you to a 
family dinner to-mon'ow, without cere- 
mony. — I am well acquainted with his 
family and connexions, and tho' not in the 
habit of visiting his mother, I have met 
Iier frequently in parties, when I mixed 

with 
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with the world, and remember he^ as a 
very lovely woman. If he does me the 
favour I ask, we shall find an opportunity 
for the remainder of my narrative/' 

Lewis modestly expressed his acknow- 
ledgments for her condescension and con- 
fidence; and promised, that, at all events, 
he would have the honour to attend her 
the following day. They parted soon after, 
and he returned to Douglas, who he found 
with a very serious countenance resting his 
head on his hand, and an open letter be- 
fore him on the table, 

" I am glad you are come, Berthier,** 
said he, in a melancholy voice, ^^ read 
that letter, and judge for me whether I 
ought not to go immediately to England." 
To the surprise of Lewis, the letter was 
from Fidelia. — Sh« informed him of the very 
sudden death of their mother by another 
paralytic seizure, which carried her ofF 
VOL. III. E within 
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within twenty-four hours; — that tlieir fa-? 
ther was. very sensibly affected by the un- 
expected shock, as she had been to all . 
appearance getting better daily, and 
had to her expressed a wish that his son 
would shorten his tour — ^at tlje same time 
she was not authorized to tell him so. 

This letter, which Lewis ^w had been 
written previous to that he had sent off 
to Mr. Douglas, gave him very great con- 
cern, as the information he had forwarded 
relative to the state of his son's health, 
must have considerably added to his recent 
affliction. "Well, Sir,'* said he, when 
he had perused the letter, " what do you 
. propose doing?'* 

^^ To leave the Continent with all the 
speed my weakness will admit of," an* 
swered Douglas. " And I hope the jour- 
ney will restore me to health and strength; 
otherwise it would be but a sorry proof of 

my 
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tny duty and affection, to add, by my ap- 
pearance in the state I am in, to his pre- 
sent distress of mind.'* 

^* Possibly," returned Lewis, ^' in a post 
or two you will hear further, and be better 
enabled to travel."' " The first I think no 
ways material to wait for, and the latter 
I believe is not likely to happen, for I am 
sure I gain no streaigth, therefore a journey 
by easy stages affords me the most promise ; 
added to which, I am really impatient to 
go for England/' 

Lewis had nothing further to oppos^i 
gainst the journey; — but appearing 
thoughtful for a moment, Douglas said^ 
" I hope no affair of consequence on youi? 
side will impede us, for do not believe that 
I will put you to the smallest inconve- 
nience. If you have any important matters 
to determine on, be assured I will wait 
another- week, however anxious I im to set 
E 2 off." 
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off." Lewis gratefully acknowledged this 
kind consideration; and then mentioned 
his visit to Lady Somerset, and her invi- 
tation to him for the next day. 

" I am sorry I cannot avail myself of 
her polite attention/' returned he, " but 
the death of my mother has given a great 
shock to my feelings, and makes me unfit 
for company ; but I entreat you to go, and 
jlpologi^ for- me. — ^Were we to continue 
some time longer in Florence^ I should be 
very happy to be introduced to her Lady- 
ship, but as it is, I must decline it, that I 
may not leave this city with regret, whicl: 
now I heartily wish I had never seen."— 
Lewis, with a heart-felt sigh, re-echoed his 
words— he thought of poor Caroline, and 
execrated himself, and the wretches to 
whose schemes his folly had given effect. 

Whilst both for a moment were lost in 
thought, a gentleman requested admission 

to 
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to Mr. Douglas, and on being introduced, 
produced the notes he had given to Count 
Benito, and the bond for the annuity 
granted to De Preux; — ^the first he re^ 
quested to be immediately discharged, and 
security given for the payment of the 
latter. Lewis, to whom this whole busi- 
ness was entirely unknown, was thund^r- 
Btruck. Douglas cast on him a look 
wherein shame and vexation were equally 
blended. Turning to the gentleman, — 
^^ To take up thege notes at this short no- 
tice is wholly out of my power, I expect 

remittances from England . daily '* 

** Remittances l^'* repeated the man, with 
an insolent air, " men of any pretensions 
to rank and fortune have always, 'tis to be 
gtippased, credit willi a banker in the place 
they reside.'' 

«^ Through my own folly,, and the in- 
famous delusions of those men who bel4 
these notes, I have most shamefully abused 
E 3 that. 
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that credit*; nor will I take up another 
pistole till I receive letters from England/' 
" Very well, I am answered on that head; 
oare will be taken that you shall not go 
out of this house till you have discharged 
them, that you may rely on. The next 
thing is the annuity bond — ^what security 
can you name for the regular payment of 
that?" 

Douglas, enraged, mortified, and con- 
founded at this insolence, was just then 
unable to reply — ^Lewis, bursting with in- 
dignation, was yet doubtful whether he 
oi^ght to interfere, when, at that critical 
moment, Providence sent them unexpected 
relief.- — Father St. Pierre was announced 
and entered the room. 

This good priest had received a letter 
from his brother. Father Francis, who had 
desired him to lose no time in waiting upon 
his young friends, as their letters of intro- 
duction 
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duction to him, had by some strange acci- 
dent been lost or mislaid. Never was name 
50 welcome to the ears of Lewis ; he sprang 
forward to receive the priest, and caught 
his hand v^th an emotion that surprised 
the venerable man. Douglas knew not 
whether to rejoice or blush at his presence, 
under his present embarrassment. But 
while Lewis was announcing himself, and 
eagerly enquiring after his benefactor^s 
health, the man who a moment before had 
been haughty and insolent, said, *^ You ' 
have company, I will not press you now, 
but call to-morrow.'* 

He was leaving the room, when the fa- 
ttier throwing his eyes strongly upon him, 
said, " Gentlemen, I hope you have no 
business or transactions with this man.'* 
^^ Not such as personally concern him,'* 
returned Lewis, placing ' his back to the 
door, ^^ but he is employed by two worth- 
less scoundrels on a vqry iniquitous affair." 
E 4 ^' Let 
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*^ Let him pass," said the priest, *^ but 
hark ye, friend, let me advise you to quit 
the city without delay, or I shall give 
such information as . shall send you to 
the gallies." 

Lewis did not quit his position. — ^^He 
holds notes and bonds, most infamously 
obtained.'* " Stop then," exclaimed the 
priest, ^* I demand those papers instantly, 
demur not ; — /will be answerable for th«ni> 
when they^ are properly claimed. — ^This 
moment give them up, or you shall remain 
here, and take the consequence." 

The wretch so daring, so impudent to 
Douglas, was equally abject and submis^ve 
to the priest; trembling he drew them from 
his pocke.t, and delivered them without 
a word. Father St. Pierre opened the 
door; — " Begone," said he, ^^ from this 
house and the city."—" Tell your em- 
ployers," said Douglas, " that the money 

I 
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I borrowed shall be left in my banker's 
hands for them ;-^but for any thing else I 
will not engage without proper advice." 

The man made but two steps from the 
door to the top of the stairs, and disap- 
peared in an instant. " Be thankful to 
Providence, my sons, that I came here in a 
moment of such consequence to you;— 
whatever may be the nature of the trans- 
actions in which such a man as tliat is made 
the medium, I am persuaded your youth 
and inexperience run the hazard of being 
most egregiously duped. Unhappy indeed,, 
at your age, thus to be thrown among 
3trangerSy without an experienced guide!. 
My brother is overwhelmed with sorrow 
and shame, that through' his weak confi- 
dence in a worthless character, you have 
been, unwarily drawn into error .'^ 

^^ / have no one to blame,'*' said Doug* 
las,. ^^ my errors began at a very early age;. 



y Google 



82 THE PEASANT OP 

I had the weeds of vice springing up before 
I fell into the hands of bad men. — I was 
fashioned to the impression of every thing 
vile and contemptible. — But my Jfriend, 
Berthier, has indeed been cruelly im- 
posed upon." 

^^ An acknowledgenient of error, my son, 
is a great step towards amendment ; — that, 
with repentance and resolution will conquer 
your evil habits, and I trust strengthen 
your good intentions, so as to produce good 
fruits hereafter." 

^^ I hardly breathe yet," said Le\vis, 
** overwhelmed with astonishment, anguish, 
and resentment, by the insolent demands 
of that man ; — and so unexpectedly, so pro- 
videntially relieved in the moment of terror 
and despair, I feel struck with wonder and 



revei^nce." 
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^^ Let this event then teach you both 
never to despair;: — ^when involved in diffi- 
culties look with confidence towards Hea- 
ven. There are no evils to which the 
strength of man is not proportioned, if he,, 
with a firm reliance on Providence, exerts 
the powers nature has given him,, to de- 
serve its protection by virtue and in- 
dustry. As yet you are too young to 
have been taught wisdom in the school 
of adversity, or to have known much real 
affliction. The errors of youthful impru- 
dence may be atoned for; — 'tis only vice 
persisted in, as age matures our under- 
standing and experience, that is unpar- 
donable and truly detestable; — ^for then 
k is habit. and choice, and small is the 
hope of amendment. . But enough on this 
subject, may I ask the nature of those en- 
gagements now in my possession ?" 

Douglas without hesitation,, though not 
without taking much shame ' to himself, 

gave 
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gave a succinct account of every trans- 
action in which he had been concerned, 
—The good priest was shocked. 

" I am not surprised," said he, *^ that 
at your age, and in the hands of such 
practised miscreants, you should be de- 
ceived, and robbed of your money — 
and the arts of a woman, like Eleanora^ 
for I know her person, may well excuse 
subsequent transactions. *Tis a difficult 
thing for youth to withstand the blan- 
dishments of vice, when they approach 
it in the allurement of beauty; — ^but 
now, sufferers as you are, both bodily 
and mentally, to fall again into error, 
would be inexcusable. — Let the past 
prove a Pharos to warn you henceforth 
from the, quicksands of vice, and prove 
to you, that if we should wish for peace 
and happiness, we must seek it in the 
paths of truth and virtue.'* 

He 
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He then proceeded to tell them the 
fellovV whom he had so fortunately de- 
tected, was a known and practised vil- 
lain, who had narro\yly escaped being 
put to death on a charge of robbery 
and assassination. Th^t no one doubted 
of his guilt, having been before and 
since convicted of great enormities; yet 
want of sufficient proof had saved him 
from a fate he richly merited. 

He expressed extreme surprise that hia 
brother Francis had been so much im- 
posed upon by the recommendation of 
De Preux, who must have been a con- 
summate hypocrite, and a wily villain to 
have obtained such a character from a 
respectable quarter. 

^5 Yet/^ said he, " had he even jus- 
tified that character, it was a most im- 
proper plan to send you oa a tour to 
foreign countries without a gentleman of 

age, 
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age, honour, and Vespectability, to intro- 
duce you properly. — But I shall disgust 
you," added he smiling, ^^ with preach- 
ing and prosingy as you will call it;— 
so freely tell me what services I can 
render you.'* • 

We fear our readers also have began to 
yawn over Ihe last pages for lack of in^ 
cident;— we shall therefore -put an end 
to this long chapter, and the good priest'si 
visit together.. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIX. 



— «^^<l— - 



E 




ATHER St. Pierre having undertaken 
throiigh the medium of a friend to get 
their pecuniary obligations settled, which 
had escaped the mind of Douglas when he 
received his sister's letter, and was so ear- 
nest to leave Pbrence in a day or two, 
Lewis, pressed by his friend, made his visit 
the following morning to Lady Somerset. 
The apology he delivered from his friend, 
was deemed perfectly sufficient, and after 
a little desultory conversation, the young 
lady withdrew, and Lady Somerset resumed 
her narrative. 

"I 
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^^ I think I broke off where my sister 
appeared to be perfectly happy in an ^v 
surance that her child was provided for.— 
My father added m his letter, that the 
Count still paid him the greatest respectT— 
still expressed regrets at the unaccountable 
perseverance in his Lady to retire from so- 
ciety, and bury herself in the precincts of 
a. forest; but such was her strong attach- 
ment to that chateau, that, to oblige her, 
he had prevailed upon his. relation to part 
with it— and in purchasing it, he had con- 
sulted her gratification entirely. 

^^ Did not certain traits in his character^ 
and the general tenor of his conduct in 
private, which I have taken pains to in- 
vestigate," added my father, " render me 
doubtful of his sincerity,, and fearful of his 
principles, and the style in which he lives, 
contradict his professions of attachment to 
his wife,, / might be tempted to believe 
our dear Hermine the capricious mortal he 

describes: 
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describes: But, however he may deceive 
the world, he cannot impose upon me.— • 
Yet, though my heart is lacerated, and my 
peace deeply hurt, her language, her as- 
sertions, and studied appearance of content, 
efFeetually preclude my interference." 

^^ Nothing material took place till I was 
confined to my chamber by the birth of 

" hady Somerset paused, as. if to 

repress her feelings, and then resumed, — 
" by the birth of a lovely, and much la- 
mented daughter, whom it has pleased 
Heaven to recall to her native skies! — ^We 
received a letter from my fathers malcrfe 
de hotel, that his beloved master had for 
some days been seized with a lethai;gic at- 
tack, which began to. wear a serious aspect ; 
and he thought it his duty to write, as the 
Count **** was constantly in. the house, 
and brought his Lady with him, but never 
would permit her to be alone with his 
master. She had, in his presence, ex^ 

pressed 
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pressed a wish to the Cpunt that Lady 
Somerset might be sent for. " No," he 
answered, " it was perfectly unnecessary.'* 
*^ She made no reply ; but a look she gave 
me," added the writer, " made me com- 
prehend my duty.'* * 

*' I had lain in but a fortnight, was 
weak, and. not in a condition to leave my 
house, much less to cross the sea. My 
Lord would by no means hear of any such 
attempt on my part ; but, for the first time 
from our happy marriage, he determined 
to go alone, much to my regret, and far 
from being pleasant to him. Very impa- 
tiently I waited for a letter — the situation 
of my beloved parent wrung my heart with 
sorrow; but I strove to reconcile my feel- 
ings to the duty and submission I owed to 
the almighty will of our Heavenly Father, 
and in some degree prepared my mind for 
the heavy blow that soon fell upon me. 
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^^ A letter, with a black seal^ taught me 
what to expect. To dwell on what I fdt 
at this event is unnecessary. My Lord 
found my dear father alive, and sensible, 
though he seldom spoke; but he no sooner 
heard my sister pronounce his name in a 
lively tone^ than he opened"^ his eyes, and 
repeated " Somerset!" — My husband pres- 
«ed his hand, he attempted to smile. — 
Somerset mentioned my situation and re- 
grets. — *^ She is ^ood, bless her, bless 
her!" — ^* And me also, my fether!" cried 
the weeping Hermine, throwing herself at 
his feet. *^ Yes, you, dear, dear Hermine, 
may the Almighty bless you also!" He 
presently closed his eyes, and relapsed into 
his former silence. 

^^ The Count was present, he seemed 
much agitated, was coldly polite to my 
Lord, who found by their conversation, that 
from the physician's report, two days pre- 
ceding, of my father's danger, the Count 

and 
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and his Lady had remained in the house. 
The physician came in, he felt his pulse^-— 
^' Life is at the lowest ebb, an encreased 
fluttering convinces me alt will soon be 
over. Behold,'* added he, ^^ the closing 
scene of a good man, a christian !— What 
avails the pride of birth, of pomp- and 
riches, in an hour like this ? — ^All fades to 
nothing— virtue alone has majesty in death 
—goodness alone can smooth our passage 
to another world!" ^^ You will- disturb 
him,^' stammered the Count, evidently 
difeomposed by the physician's observation » 






" Fnther Ldfeire, my fethcr's ccnfi 
who had not long left the room, returned; 
^d just as he reached the couch on which 
he lay, the doctor said^ *^ All is over, that 
gentle sigh has wafted his soul to the man- 
sions of the blessed}" Excuse me," said 
JLady Somerset, ^* for being so minute-^ 
such scenes I have been but too familiar 
witbi and love perhaps to dwell on them. 

My 
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My Lord proceeded in hi^ letter, which I 
shall abridge by hastening to tlie will, 
produced by the confessor, and witnessed 
by two noble friends and the physician.— 
The contents were these. — ^After menti- 
oning the property he was possessed of, 
which justice and affection demanded 
should be equally divided between his 
equally beloved daughters, my share was 
left to me and my younger children,—* 
making my Lord one of our trustees, and 
in case of my death and the childien's be- 
fore they came of age, my Lord was en- 
titled to the whole. 

^^ To Hermine and her child, or younger 
children, supposing she should have a son 
to inherit the fortune of his father, was be- 
queathed the other moiety, in trust to Lord 
Somerset and a noWe friend of my father's, 
for their sole and separate use. A specified 
sum was to be allowed annually for the 
education of the little Hermine, and a 

quarterly 
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quarterly sum to be paid to my sister, — the 
remainder of the interest money was to be 
paid to the Count, until each of the chil- 
dren, if more than one, arrived at the age 
of one-and-twenty, when they were en- 
titled each to a certain sum, and the re- 
sidue between them at the death of their 
mother;— but if there ^ould be no other 
child than Hermine, and she should have 
the misfortune to lose .her mother, he re- 
quested she might reside in a convent till 
she came' of age, and then be placed un- 
der the protection of Lord Somerset and 
her aunt,, if they survived. 

^^ It was also his request, that if Hermine 
should be the only child to inherit all her 
mother's fortune, that she might never be 
acquainted with it before she was one-and- 
twenty, to prevent the pride and conse- 
quence which young people were oftentimes 
apt to assume from a knowledge of their 
large independence. Furtjier,— at that 

age, 
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age, if single, she was at liberty to make 
her will, and the disposal of her fortune was 
in her own power, except a certain specified 
sum, ¥^ich was to be unalienable, and, 
if she died without children, was to descend 
to my daughter or daughters, and their 
heirs m the female line." 

" Such were the contents of the will, — 
my Lord added, " but no language could 
do justice to the rage and violence of the 
Count. -^-To find that he had only a life in- 
terest in the property till his children should 
come of age, and then to be deprived of it, 
was such a marked want of confidence, 
against the trust reposed in Lord Sorrierset, 
that he was outrageously insulting." 

" My Lord respected the feelings of my 
sister too tenderly to resent the insolence 
of a disappointed man, who had,' in his 
opinion, .more than he deserved in the in- 
terest allowed to him, for my father died 

immensely 
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immensely rich, — infinitely more so than 
we had any idea of, as he was above making 
a parade of his fortune, and his benevolence 
and charity was known only to his con- 
fessor, to whom he left a handsome legacy, 
and a yearly sum to be distributed as usua 
to his pensioners.^ My poor sister was ex- 
ceedingly hurt at the behaviour of her hus- 
band, and grateful for my Lord's for- 
bearance, 

^* In a day or two the Count's violence 
abated — a cold contempt marked his anger 
and envy, of which no notice was taken. 
My Lord was assiduous in expediting bu- 
siness, that he might return to me; — and to 
avoid any cause for offence, knowing how 
earnestly I wished for my sister, he invited 
the ^ount to accompany her, and offered to 
wait their time, if the period he named was 
too soon or inconvenient for them. 



if 
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*^ Alas! the Count had now no longer 
terms to keep with us on the score of in- 
terest, nor any necessity to disguise his bad 
propensities. He peremptorily and rudely^ 
declined the invitation, and so closely at- 
tended my sister, that it was impossible to 
obtain a moment's private conversation;— • 
and when he was on the point of leaving 
Paris, and asked if she had no letter to en- 
trust him with, ^^ No," replied the Count, 
haughtily, "I have forbidden her to write,-^- 
Once a- quarter," added he, in a sneering 
tone, ^^ you may possibly receive a letter 
for your signature, but all correspondence, 
otherwise than on business, must cease 
for ever." 

^^ My Lord began a warm expostulation. 
/^ My. dear brother," said my unhappy 
sister, ^^ listen to me, and spare me the mi- 
seiy of hearing a contention that can an- 
swer no purpose but to encrease my dis- 
tresB, When I nt^rried the Count, he was 
' VOL. in. F > thjfii 
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the choke of my heart. I disobeyed the 
best^ the tenderest^ and the most generous 
of fathers; — I deserved to safier for my 
ingratitude^ disobedience^ ' and presump- 
tuous folly .*-*But that ever revered and ex- 
cellent parent, could Hot reprobate hb 
child, though his goodness must ever be aii 
additional pain to my heart from a sense ci 
my own ufnworthiness. He is now, I trustj^ 
receiving the reward of -his virtues 1"**** 
*^ Have you fini^ed your tragedy rant and 
last dying speech?" a^ed the County very 
scornfully. *- 

*• No, Sir," she replied, '^ I have a few 
more words to say, and most probably they 
will be the last I shall ever be .permitted to 
address to Lord Somerset." He smiled 
contemptuously, and she proceeded. 

" I have long submitted to be the vic- 
tim of duplicity— -to wear a semblance of 
content with a breaking he^tj— -for I ti^e 
^ , Heaven 
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Hcmren to witness, ^t never directly or 
kidirectly^ by letter, words, looks, or man* 
iier,^ ha^ I till rx>^y ^yen the^ least 
ground for suspicion, that I was unhappy, 
or lived otherwise than perfectly agreeable 
td my own choice. 

^* If," s^ die, turning to him, *^ you 
cpnceive the. will of my father wjust, too 
partial, and betraying a want of regard and 
confideaioe iit your-to your own actions, ' 
Sir, you. must look for the cause,*^f€r I 
invariably asserted to him that I was happy 
and contait; and I trust Heavetx will par- 
don that falsehood as a venial $in, which 
had few its motive, the peace of a beloved 
{>ar€nt, whose counsel I had slighted, and 
who6e affection I had returned with disqbe- , 
dience and ingratitude. And I am tipw 
punished as I deserve, by the man who 
could have no esteem for an unworthy 
daughter/" 

Fa *^Ve|7 
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", Very fine^ upon my soul/* exclaimed 
the Count, laughing, ^^ why you really 
Ijave discovered a new taknt — ^tragedy 
declamation.'* 

" My Lord was going to .spfeak wilh 
warmth. " Stop, I beseech you/' said 
she, ^ if my fteace is dear to you, and my 
sister and dear babes dear to your heart,- 
forbear to notice or resent whatever you 
may hear, — whatever may be said. — My 
dear, dear brother, may the Almighty 
shower down hi§ blessings on you, my sis- 
ter, and your children. My heart presages 
we shall meet no more. Remember you 
are the guardian of my child, and may she 
live to claim your protection, and be more 
fortunate/ than her mother. Now, Sir, I 
attend you, henceforth you are master of 
my destiny,' I have no longer the pain of 
duplicity at my heart, no longer any mea- 
sures to keep;'*— do with me what you like. 
Adieu, my good Lord Somerset, — ^I fear, 

for 
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' for ever adieu.'* She gave her hand to the 
County and they left the room. 

*^ Nothing, my Lord declared, but his 
consideration for me, and the poor Her- 
iinne^ could have with-held him from pu* 
Tiishing the base deceiver on the spot.-~ 
Never had he found it so difficult to sup^ 
press his resentment and passion, which al- 
most ehbaked him ; — nor could he presendy 
recover irom the violen<5e of his emotions. 

''The noble friend of my fatlier^ who 
was joined in trust with him, promised my 
Lord to keep an attentive eye over the 
County and do every thing in his power to 
serve"" my sister, and contribute to her 
peace. 

/ *' A little consoled by this assurance, 
and the excellent character of the noble-* 
man, he left Paris^ being impatient to re- 
turn to his Iieonora, and his children. — 
F 3 What 
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What I suffered when the scenes I havere* 
peated> were related to me^ is undescnb* 
^abie. — ^I wanted some method to be 
adopted^ to dem^d my. sister from her ty- 
rant; but ftiy Lord convinced me any 
steps of that kind would be fruitless^ aod 
aggravate^ aAd afford him a colour for 
.using her ill. 

*^ I wrote to her, however, offering her 
my house as her asylum^ if <aeoes^ or 
choice should Incline her to bless me 
with her society. The answer that I re- 
ceived was in a few words decisive; * 

<• ' ^( My 'Nearest sister must henceforth 
judge fryn her own heart, the teiwter 
afFection I shall to the last moment of 
my life, feel for her, and her worthy 
Lord, — ^Your kindness is printed in cha- 
racters never to be erased, on my bosoffij 
but this must be the last time that Ian* 
guage will express my feelings. I am to*- 
• • * terdiot^d 
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t&rdieted from aJI fiirAer miitmcy with 
you or your feimly,— -fiiqnf eitlvBr writing 
or receiviiig a^y letters^ wh^eve^;-^! 
have givea mj word^. atid wfll ^idb by 
it^^^Alii^niy water^ J w&r too sever^y 
fcsirfiiiai. d^kediwce> i^ver to incur «i.«e-r 
eo3Qdrrq»^ach on tbst hefid.r-^1 yowad obis^ 
^Qce at tibe altar, fad strictly have l.^^m* 
ftraied to tts-^he fajJure of duty on on-a 
fii^, will not juatify a breach pf it on th^ 
«tliqr»'— Ooce, and most fateJly I err^ 
against remm md duty, for that o^woi 
I^ submit unrepinihg to be the victim of " 
arhitffHy cQmfna»d>,'^*-to «na they are sa- 
QX^. I ^hall write »P aior^s--you may 
hea^* offney but not fro9n me, -^and I con*- 
juTie you to mate no fvirther attempts tp 
wn^, what it will never be in my power 
to read. '-^ Oncs^ more. Heaven bl6ss 
you all.. 

F 4 " Tis 
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' ^^ 'Tis impossible, to d^cribe the an- 
guish this letter cost me ; but whaik could 
we oppose against the Count's injustice, 
when sanctioned by her determined sub- 
mission, and uncomplaining pq^nce? — 
Shortly after we were informed that the 
Countess was retired again to the Forest 
Chateau, where she was inaccessible to 
every one, saw no company, nor ever 
was seen beyond the jwecincts-of the 
forest. How did my heart bleed for 
her, how execrate her vile husband \ 

" Four years passed away without any 
alteration in her melancholy life. The 
Count and the Chevalier lived in the 
most riotous and disreputable maimer; 
the former had a declared mistress pre- 
sided in his house, and the latter was 
guilty of every excess. — He alone was 
permitted to see my sister, and he car- 
ried to her the income allotted for her use. 
, ^ ff At 
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^^ At the expiration of this peri<xl, we 
were surpri:5ed by a letter from the 
County demanding his wife; accompanied 
with the most insolent threats of perse- 
cution and revenge if we presumed to 
detain her. 

** Alas ! \ve were unhappily ignorant of 
her fete; and such was my opinion of 
the man^ that I had no doubt but that 
he had destroyed her. My Lord^ how- 
ever, convinced me that could not be 
for the Count's interest, l^esides, what 
was become of the child? foi; he de- " 
manded that also. . . , 

< : ■ 

" We had some difficulty, and were 
obliged to give in the Hepositions of 
' our housdioldv. that np such lady^ or 
child, had been s^n ^under pur roof, 
to convince this wicked husband tiiat 
we were entirely unacquainted, witii 
F 5 every 
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every individual thing relative to her 
proceedings, 

^^ I. was nearly distracted, when we 
received a letter from our friend at 
Paris, — also her trustee; enclosing me a' 
letter, written by my dear unhappy sis- 
ter, which I have put in my pocket, 
on purpose to read to you. Thesd are 
the contents^ 

" The truly miserable Hermine (for she 
disclaims all other names or titles) is^ now 
compelled to fly ahd seek an asylum among 
strangers for. herself and her darling chiTd, 
the sole remaining comfort she possesses 
in this life, and for whom akme shfe is anx- 
ious to preserve her existence. PerseGution 
worse than death, whieft ^e has lotig eft»- 
^dured ' from* iati unprincipled Tillaiii,' ix> 
whose taiseness ishe ascribes nrnth of her 
sufferings from a Cruel husband — ^from this 
-Uian''s power jshe is driven to throw herself 

ampng^ 
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flmong stroxigpTS, and rely solely on the 
jM'otectkm-of Heav^en for ^her fuiure des- 
tiny^ and she relies on its goodciess with 
bumble confidence. Siie requd3ts the 
worthy. Marquis DeBressol not to pay any 
money dijA is her property, butto her re- 
ceipt and: order ;-*-4nd she entreats^ him 
with all speed to inform her ever^bek>y«d 
aster. Lady Scmieraet, that when she has 
obtained a resting pla^e'in security, she 
mH most assuredly be made acquainted 
with the WQlhre of herself and darling 
ehild—^hough pot by any direct commu- 
nication with herself ;f-^-for however perse- 
outed^ 49he shall ever, till her last do^ng. 
scene, keep the oath, that circumstances 
compdled her to take,, sacred and invio- 
hhle. Within the next hour the unhappy 
Hermine flies from her oountry, and from; 
her detested {Msrsecutors. -^^ 

^^ Such was the melanchc^ letter trans— 
82itted ta me, and it $imo&t\ bi^ke my 

he4rt'. 
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heart. The Marquis added, that the date 
of the letter Mrps four days previous to his 
receiving it; and that he had taken an at- 
tested copy of* it, purposely to produce to 
the Count when next he saw him. Three 
months I suffered the most dreadful anxi- 
ety, when one morning the ambassador's 
chaplain, who was also mine, brought ine 
a note written by my sister to him, in 
which he was requested to inform me, 
*^ that she had obtained an happy asylum 
with good people; that her -health and- 
spirits were much better, for she had nei- 
ther insults or ^rsecution to fear, and had 
the unspeakable, delight of knowing that 
her child could not be torn from her." 

^f These few lines were in a packet re- 
ceived by the ambassador, and came thro* 
a channel he was . not at liberty to name. 
Dttring a -.periodof five years, we regularly 
every quarter received the same short in- 
timation that she was well, but without 

any 
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any probability of tracing her residence, or 
' even the country to which she had retired. 

^^ I do not speak of toy thing relative 
to my own affairs during this time, for 
mine would have been an unclouded life 

-but for the constant anxiety I fek for my 
sisfer,— more JomestiQ happiness- scarcely 

^ ever fell to the fot of any woman than I 
enjoyed — ^but it was a deceitful calm ; yet 
1 ought not to have hc^)ed for exemptioa 
from the common fate of suffering hu- 
manity, and my security received a severe 
chastisement* But to return^ 

^* Five years, had in some degree recon^ 
ciled me to circumstances I could not 
controul; .the horrid dissipations of the 
Count led me to believe his constitution 
must sink under his excesses, and by a 
natural train of thought, I looked forward 
to the emancipation of a much injured 

sister> 
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Mster^ and the traosport of aedx]^ lier re^ 
stored to -the anm of her iriei^di.. 

^^ My Lojrd wts prq^aring to leave towir 
Ibr the aumxner^. previous to which we paid 
a visit to a friend at BiehmoncL Oaour 
neti^ra in the evenings I was a littie sur- 
pri^ to meet my ^x)d Father Z^ Cdsee- 
in the JbiaU.. I enquired to what evat I 
vms iodebted for a visit at mch an tumsual 
hour ? — " Give me leavfe to attend you to 
jfour dree^ing rpQin„ my lady^ md. I shall' 
infonn you." Mj^ hlood turned chitt»^l 
saw I was to be pmpared for ill news. I 
flew from him to the nursery,, almost^ 
iireathless with.{ternor-^ found wy three 
cherubs ^1 well^ and askep^^I lifted my 
Jteart in thankiulnei^ to Heaveo J In e 
moment I shuddered, it must be my sister. 
I ran back to the library, inhere I saw my 
Lord and the priest' in deep conversatiop> 
and both much agilated.--^^^ Tell me," I 
,«3Lclaimed,. ^^ tell me the worst' at once! 

my 
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my poor Hermihe ! tell me^ have I not Tost 
a sister J"^ ' 

*^ Father La Casse advAticeJ,— ^^ 'Hie 
will of the Almighty is equally just and- 
wercifti!^ he reJeases suflEerihg humanity 
ftom this SttbKmary world, to enjoy etemall 
felicity ail a rewacrd for virtue and patient 
endurance." 

"She- 16/fiieti dfead,^ I cried; ^^that 
SuflfeiTtig martyr has sank under silent un-J 
compiaitting misery Iv-Oi; petiiapsy. dfeadfull 
tiiought! — ^perhaps «he is muidecedl''-:^ 
^ Nor, tny dear tiC^ora,^ said' my Lord;^ 
^ not so> not artnally murdered,, though* 
nature has indeed sunk under accumulated^ 
wrongs/^ 

^ In the frenzy of the mdment, I ut- 
tered' *tihe most bitter execrations against. 
tfe^ vile Count,, and besought Heaven to 
puniidi him as he deserved,- The go<xi 

man 
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man checked my violence, and my Lord 
exerted his tenderest entreaties to calm, my 
agitations, and rather to rgoice that she 
was no3y happy. 

^^ After some time a torrent of tear? re- 
lieved my over-charged heart, and I re- 
quested to know all the melancholy parti- 
culars. ^^ Melancholy indeed," said my 
Lord^ " biit remember her sufferings are 
no more^ she is now superior to pity — 
^e is reunited to her father, and both par- 
takers of supreme felicity.'* S6^ing ,me a 
Jittle calm,, he first gave me a small scrip of 
paper. Here it is^^" added Lady fiiomerset, 
taking it from her pocket, *^ I have neVer 
parted with it. These are the- contentsi. 

I 
^^ My dearest, ever loved STister,, 

^^ The How is stmcki^ I am 
at length subdued.— -My retreat has beai 
discovered, my child, for whom alone- I 
lived, is torn from my arms by the order of 

her 
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her inhuman father. I can no longer 
stnjiggle with my fate, I am dying-^I feel 
the icy hand of death creeping over my 
heart. The_.abbess engages to write 4H 
the particulars of this l^t sad event that 
drags me to my grave. In that peaceful 
asylum your poor Hermine will soon know 
rest, and the wicked wiH cease to trouble 
her. But, alas! n)y child,^ the last dear 
object of. my cares, into what hands art 
thou falten ! — Oh, my dear Lord Scwnerset, 
my ever beloved sister! write, demand, 
protect my Hermine !— to your friendly 
bosoms I entrust her, oh, rescue, preserve 
my child from the contagious example of 
vice!: — ^But let her remember she has a 
father — ^in all things that is not contrary 
to the laws of Grbd, or human institutions, 
bid her revere her parental duties, and 
dread th^ crime of filial disobedience. 

^^ Oftentimes a line may be drawn be- 
tween unqualified obedience and a prompt 

disobedience j 
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disobedience ;-'-<^but how rtrdy is sdf-suf- 
ficient youth competent to judge between 
the fit arid the unfit !— O, my stster^ guard 
her agmnst the fascination of the eyei 
y^hich too often midleads and supercedet 
judgm^t;-~and the ^pumi^ment of our 
weakness follows quickly on the oommisiios 
of our error* 

'^ I can write no more^f-Htnay the Al- 
mighty Father of aU> Wegs and presw^^ ©y 
child!— May he continue to my d#ai: aad.^ 
Tiappy sister> and her worthy Lord, aftd to 
^beir dt^r xhildrcaa^ every comfort aei 
hleesing of this life/^-^^nd may we aU: m^ 
in a bles^d eternity i****Amen« 

^^Isecj," said Lady Somerset,, observing 
the embtioris of Jjewis^. ^^ I see that your^J 
is a heart as yet unadulterated by A cpna- 
merce with mazdL]nd;r-^your sensibilities 
have uot heea blunted by the vices that 
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i)}6gra(56 society and contaminate the mmd 
<^ youth; encourage those effusions of 
nature which have their aource in virtoe.^^ 
A hisnuane man can hardly e^ be a cor« 
rapt one^ for if^ as a human being he may 
&U into ef ror^ the feelings of his heart will 
enable him to recover himself y'^^dll rouse 
hh slumbering Virtue/' and make him dou* 
bly cautious of a second lapse^ which must 
derive Wm o( his own esteem/* 

Could Lady Somerset have pe^)ed into 
the heart of Lewis> she would have seen 
how painfully 4ie felt every word she spake; 
and some part of the emotions which vi^ 
fSbly ^ncreased;^ and for which she gave 
iilkn'^e highest cifedity wer^ certainly to 
be placed to thei SMii^ of confission and 
edf-reproach* She however prc^^eeded ^-^ 
** TiS unnecessaiy for me to rdate the an- 
guish I fdt, or the sorrow that long was as> 
ifimate of my bosom ;--j-I see that you can^ 
enter into my feelings, -^nd appreciate the 

extent 
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extent of my loss^ in an amiable^ long suf* 
fering victim, now hurried td a premature 
grave by an unworthy husband. — I ahall, 
therefore, paSs over my own sufiering^^ as 
also omit the long and circumstantial letter 
from the Abbess of St. Clare, where my 
martyred sister died ; ^ and only mention 
that the Chevalier Soissons^ with proper 
attendants, appeared at the convent, with 
an order, signed by his Majesty, for (be 
immediate delivery of the young Hermine 
to the care o£ her father, and those persons 
deputed by him to receive her, 

^^ This order, however nefarioudy ob- 
tained, the Abbess was not at fiberty to 
dispute,^— My unhappy sister fainted sfe- 
veral times, and implored the barbairian, on 
her knees, to give up his cruel commissioni 
or permit her to attend on her darling 
girL This was, it seems, his remariable 
answer, with the malicious smile of ^ re- 
morsetess fiend;— ^^*Tis well, madaip, I 

foresaw 
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foresaw a time wourd come for retaliation ; 
*tis now your turn to sue^ to implore pity, 
aod you shall experience the mercy you 
was so ready to extehd to others.— This is 
my day of triumph! — ^Pride has supported 
your spirits, but now your lieart shall be 
lacerated, and pride will be subdued by 
feeling; — ^for I solemnly swear, you shall 
never see your child again! — Tho' her life 
is safe, so far I extend my pity and no 
further.'* She again lost her senses, and 
the wretch, the vile implemejit of an in- 
human husband, carried off the poor child, 
whose agonies, at leaving her mother, \^ere 
heart-piercing. 

'^ When my unhappy sister returned to 
life, and found that the dear object, for 
whose sake alone she had struggled against 
overwhelming misery, was cruelly, taken 
from her for ever, she sank under the bit- 
ter conflict of contending emotions.— She 
was carried to her bed, from whence she 

« rose 
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rose no more, but to be carried to the silent 
tomb that covered all her wrongs and sulFer- 
ings till the great day of find retribuUon. * 

*^ The day before her death she witote a 
few lines to her most inhuman husband, 
and those which I also received, saying, 
** The cruel command imposed upon mc 
tibt to write to my beloved sister^ now surely 
may be dispensed, with; since^ long before 
she receives this letter, the hand that writes 
and the heart that dictates will be cold and 
lifeless, and can no more offend a cruet, 
and unjust husband. O, my good mother,'' 
added she, to the Abbess, '' I trust in the 
mercy of a most gracious and righteous 
Judge.-~I trust that my sufferings here 
will expiate the crime of filial disdbediehce, 
and the presumptuous confidence of erring 
youth/' 

'^ The good Abbess added, that in her 

life and deatH she was eqi^taUy admirable 

^ and 



yGo'ogfe 



and atemplary.^^ome important secret 
died with her^ for almost her last words 
were,—-'" Time tod conscience may dis- 
close that secret I solemnly vowed never to 
divulge. — ^May God forgive my barbarous 
enemies, and grant them repentance, then 
will justice be done to the memoiy of an 
ill-fated victim/' 

• ^^ I omit many other particulars related . 
by the Abbess^ to be as brief as possible. — 
You may be sure we lost no time in com- ^ 
plying witH the desires of the dear dfe- 
parted,— we wrote immediately to the 
Count, but receiving no answa*, my Lewd 
was on the point of setting out for Paris, 
when a letter came from the Marquis 
De Bressol to acquaint us, that ^e cruel 
husband, and unjust father had, by interest 
and artifice, procured mi order from the 
King to be the sole guardian of Hermine*s 
person, and of all the pn^rty she was 
ratitled to in France, until she arrived at 

the 
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the age of one-and-twenty. The will of 
her grandfather, till that period, bdng set 
aside by command of his Majesty, iind the 
property to be taken from the hands of 
the Marquis, and Lord Somerset, who, as 
an Englishman and a protestant, was 
deemed an improper guardian for a subject 
of France, who had^ a father living, and 
competent to the care of his own child. 

*^ This order and revocation, or rather 
annihilation of our rights, the Count, ac- 
companied^ by the Chevalier, |)roduced to 
the Marquis, demanding the strict per- 
formance 6{ the duty imposed upon him 
by Sovereign commands, to resign all fiir- 
ther interference with the youn^ Hermine's 
person or fortune. • 

^' The Marquis was inexpressibly 

shocked, it was the first' intimation he had 

received of my sister's death ;-^and stung 

to the soul by the insulting apathy of her 

\ husband. 
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husband, and the nefarious proceeding that 
had thrown her child solely in the power of 
an unjMincipled man;^he could not con-»^ 
tain the indignation he felt, but reproached 
the Count and his coadjutor^ in the severest 
.terms that a sense of their baseness inspired. 
But he had to do with men callous to every 
feeling of honour or sentiment ! -^The Count 
ironically told him, '^ he had leave to rail; 
so that himself and his friend had circutn- 
vented such able politicians as Lord So- 
merset arid the Marquis De Bfessol, they 
gave him full scope for as much abuse as 
.he pleased. — In the ,mean time, he would 
do well to obey the, order he had received,- 
with all possible diligence."' 

- ^' The ^^arquis recollecting that by 
mildness he might obtain permission to see 
Hermine, strove to repress his resentment, 
and asked where she was ? — '^ Already in a 
convent," answered the Count, ^^ so far the 
request of her grandfather shall be j::omplied 

VOL. III. G with; 
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with ; — and I will also tell you, that I am 
charmed with her, she is an angelic little 
girl, and I more than ever hate her mother 
for having so long deprived me of seeing 
her. — I love her infinitely, and am deter- 
mined to have her undivided affection ; — 
therefore, neither you. Marquis, nor the 
Somersets, whom I mortally hate, shall 
ever see her whilst I retain any power over 
her." The Marquis condescended to im- 
plore the brute to let him see her some- 
times in his presence, but was peremptorily 
refused, — ^and, in* short, obliged to ac- 
quiesce in all his unjust requisitions. 

^^ Such had been his representations to 
the King, — the unjust imputations thrown 
on the conduct of poor Hermine, — and the 
impropriety urged of confiding a native of 
France, a catholic, to the care of Lord 
Somerset,- from a pique conceived against 
the Count, because his Lady hiid married 
contrary to the advice of the Somersets, 

wha 
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\vho wished txr have got her to England, 
and rob France of her two richest heiresses; 
their machinations had influenced the 
Count t)e Meli^n to make -a will so evi- 
dently unjust to his country, as well as to 
his son-in-law, the father of this young 
heiress, whom they would undoubtedly 
prejudice against him, if permitted to have 
any intercourse with her. Such were the^ 
grounds of the petition that had answered 
all their unworthy views, by being granted 
to the utmost extent of their wishes. 

*^ I leave you to judge of my distractioit 
and my Lord's concern, both were fruitless, 
as wel-e all the joint applications made to 
the tyrannical unfeeling Count ; — ^he would 
not even inform us in what convent she 
was placed for education, and every en- 
quiry was attended with disappointment. 
Tlie Marquis preferred , a petition to 
the Kingj^ — his Majesty would hear no- 
thing against the rights of a father; — no 
G 2 doubt 
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doubt the claim was a sacred one, but cir- 
cumstances change the complexion of 
things, and the Count's general character 
ought to have been considered.^— Alas ! so 
yrell had he laid his plans that all the odium 
of his conduct was thrown on the perverse 
humour of his wife, in alienating her ^ifFec- 
tions and her person from him, and cruelly 
carrying off his child. 

*^ Thus the much injured Hermine suf- 
fered, even after death, by the colour given 
to her conduct, to justify the arbitrary 
measures he pursued against us. The 
King condescended to tell the Marquis, the 
young Hermine was under his eye, and 
would receive the most finished education. 
With this account, from time to time, we 
were obliged to be content, looking for- 
ward for the period when she would be 
emancipated from the convent; — tho' in 
that long interval how many changes might, 

how 
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how many changes, alas ! have taken place^ 
heart wounding to me I 

" ITie deceitful calm of my domestic 
happness was succeeded by a. storm that 
shipwr^ked ithe chief of my treasures, and 
if^ ipe but one bark to rest all my hope . 
of future comfort on. 

'^ But before I speak of myself, let me 
mention one circumstance while it occurs 
t» mc.-*-When our dear father was in 
Ek)g}and) he had consulted with my Lord 
about securing a certain sum in the English 
funds, ft)r my sister^ and the child then 
unborn; — and, after his return, fifteen 
thousand pounds was remitted, and bought 
in, by my Lord, in the stocks, for the joint 
benefit of the two Hermines, in the names 
of two trustees. 

*^ When our father died, his will took no 

notice of this sum, and my Lord judged it 

G.3 prudent 
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prudent not to mention it, yet wished to 
inform my sister. The Count so closely 
watched them that not a word could pass 
unnoticed, he therefore briefly wrote it on 
a scrip of paper he could conceal in his 
hand, and as he led her into the dinner par- 
lour (the Count close to them), he pressed 
her hand, and ^he closed it on the paper, — 
in seating herself, she found an opportunity 
to convey it to her pocket. The next day 
he received an answer in the same manner, 
the words were, — ^* Blessed be the memory 
of tny father ! — I thank God for this certain 
provision for my child. — Do not repeat this 
mode of conveyance, 'tis too hazardpus, — 
we have the eyes of a lynx upon us/' 

*^ One would almost imagine that my 
poor sister foresaw the Count's rapacious 
intentions.— ^I do not think that /hazar^ a 
breach of charity in believing, that the 
wretches who tore her child from her, 
hoped for the veiy event that followed, — 

that 
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that death or. madness would ensue; — but 
they are gone, at least both lost to the 
world, and both^ I hope, repentant. — May 
they meet with that mercy they never 
extended to others ! 

'^ I shall not dwdl on my own miseries. 
Heaven was pleased to take from me the 
best of men, — the kindest husband, the 
tenderest father, that ever woman was blest 
with! — ^A cold, caught in,a fishing party, 
carried hin) off in tliree weeks. What I 
endured words cannot describe, nor could 
I attempt it, since even now, at this distance 
of time^ every feeling of my heart is ago- 
nized, — ^for " my woes clustered ;"— ^within 
a year from my ever beloved Lord's death, 
I was deprived of two darling children, — my 
son, with an inflammatory fevpr, my sweet 
Leonora in a decline, — They are happy ! — 
they have joined their earthly parent in the 
mansions of their Heavenly Father, — and 
G 4 whilst 



y Google 



128 TH^ PEASANT Olf 

whilst I lament my own loss, I hope I can 
Rejoice in their felicity ! 

*^ 'Tis now nearly two years, subsequent 
to my heavy misfortunes, that I received a 
letter from the good old Marquis DeBressol, 
with information that conveyed a transient 
gleam of pleasure to my mind. The Che- 
valier Soissons had been thrown from his 
horse, both his legs broken, and otherwise 
so dangerously hurt that his death was 
expected. Under that impression, all the 
villainous actions of his life rose to his view, 
and gave him the most shocking agonies,-^ 
he sent for his confessor, and, by his di- 
rection, for the Count. What passed 
cannot be known, but by the exclamations 
and subsequent conduct of the Count.— 
He wrung his hands, — ^beat his breast ;— ^ 
*^ O, the vile deceiver I-^-What, have I 
been a tool, a puppet in his hands, to serve 
all his base purposes, to plunge myself into 
guilt and unpardonable crimes to gratify his 

vices !— 
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Vices! — Pool* wretched fool that I have 
been ! — O, the poor murdered Hermine !'* 
Such were his exclamations, as repeated by 
the physician to the Marquis. 

" Contrary to all expectation the wretched 
Chevalier recovered, if a recovery it can be 
called, to he a cripple, oppressed with a 
wounded conscience, and to be a Carthu- 
sian, the severest order, I am told^ in 
Prance; where, if still living, he must drag 
on a miserable, existence, under all the 
horrors of remorse. 

^^ Such is bis wretched fate I — The 
Count soon after disappeared, without any 
one being able to trace him, or find out 
the residence of his daughter, which has 
greatly added to my misery ; though a 
gleam of hope has sometimes streamed 
before me, that I might live to see that 
dear child, from a note which was cOn- 
veyed to the Marquis. — " When Hermine 
G 5 attains 
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attains the age df one-and*twenty she will 
claim the protection of her aunt. Alas ! 
she will have but a very small portion of 
her fortune 'left — ^two unprincipled, vile 
men, have shamefully dissipated it. — ^A fa- 
ther has betrayed his trust, and wronged 
his child! — He goes to^ expiate his crime 
by a voluntary banishment from the world. 
— Pray for him!" 

^' Such were the contents of this note, 
from which I derived hope. — But a very 
ill state of health, from internal anguish 
^nd hopeless misery, drove me from Eng- 
land to seek for health in foreign countries, 
I stopped some time with the Marquis at 
Paris, who, full of years and goodness, is 
now daily expecting his translation to a 
better world. My son, my beloved So- 
merset, is now on his travels, and I en- 
gaged to wait for him here.. My general 
state of health is better; and the dear 
hope I have now caught of once more 

clasping 
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clasping my beloved sister to niy arms in 
the person of her darling child, will I trust 
have the most beneficial effects towards 
re-establishing it. 

^^ I cannot give you any conception of 
the emotions I felt at your earnest gaze on 
my face, it was such an expression as found 
its way to my heart; and when on re- 
turning I saw you with the servant, I ea^ 
gerly demanded what you had said ? — ^Tlle 
man repeated your words, and I was seizetl 
with a thousand hopes, fears, and anxieties. 
There was ever a most strong resemblance 
between my sister and myself, only that 
she was not quite so tall-, and rather fairer; 
but the likeness that struck you, gave me 
the most flattering presages— and it is im- 
possible to express what I felt during your 
illness from an ardent wish to converse 
with you, a fear of being . impertinently 
troublesome, and tortured witlt vague ap- 
prehenapns that my hopes might be anni- 
hilated 
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hilated when I should obtain this much 
desired conference. ' 

^^ N6wy however, I have no doubts ; your 
description of her and her father, her 
name, and the initials of his, confirm me 
in the assurance that I have at length 
found my dear Hermine, — ^that loved ob- 
ject I have so many years languished to 
press to my heart. I have already written 
to my son to follow me to Brussels, I do 
not expect him this month ; but in three 
days I shdl set off for . the Forest of Ar- 
denne, to claim my beloved niece. 

" I must requfewSt a letter of introduction 
from you to the dear good Father Francis, 
that I may have the benefit of his assist- 
anpe; . and if you will make me the 
bearer of a few lines to the dear girl her- 
self, I shall be happy to take them. .You 
will also be going to England,, and there 
we shall meet ; mean time consider youf- 

self 
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self as 6ne of my- family, (Lewis started) 
never shall we forget our obligations to you 
and your good mother — though you dwelt 
lightly on them, I can see how I ought to 
appreciate them.'* 

Lewis was about to speak. — ^^ No dis- 
qualifying speeches/' added Lady Somerset, 
smiling,." you must allow sie to think, and 
act as I please. If you are in England 
before me, you shall take a letter to my 
. steward, who will have orders to make my 
house your home; ^d I shall give you 
other letters as well. Fear not for your 
future fortune, it shall not depend on the 
Douglas family; though I commend your 
attachment to this poor invalid, and hope 
your friendly attentions will have the de- 
sired effect. 

*^ Here then I close my prolix narration 
— and look forward to the unspeakable de- 
light of making my niece happy." 

CHAP. 
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CHA1>. XX. 



Li 



jEWIS haying taken leave of Lady 
Somerset, returned to Douglas, deeply ru- 
minating on the story of the unfortunate 
Countess and her charming daughter^ — 
The self-accusations of the Count no 
longer surprised him,, when he considered 
the atrocity of his conduct towards his 
much injured wife; and he shuddered to 
think of the horror and remorse that must 
have clouded his latter days witli unavailing 
anguish, wh9n no reparation could be made 
to the woman he had so cruelly wronged. 

"Ah!" 
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^^ Ah!'* cried Lewis, ^^ what misfortunes, 
what misery can bear any degree of pro- 
portion to the torment of remorse, of 
fruitless regret! — ^Those happy days when 
I worked in the forest, with a mind at ease, 
an unreproving conscience, when toil and 
labour were sweetened by the reflection 
that I contributed to the support of my 
aged relatives, those days were halcyon 
ones indeed !— And what have I exchanged 
for contented poverty, for ^ cheerful labour, 
for days and nights of internal approbation 
and peaceful rest ? — ^The poor gratifications 
of sense — of eating at a well furnished 
table, without the zest of appetite — of 
running from one amusement to another, 
without enjoying pleasure from any when 
novelty ceased to be the motive— of feeling 
myself out of my proper place, a conscious 
inferiority to my company, a lassijtude of 
mind, an enervated body:— And, to all 
this, eternal inquietude, and bitter regret, . 
for having destroyed the peace of poor 

Caroline, 
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Caroline ; — ^fbr having driven her from the 
worfd, a victim to self-reproach, and my 
ungovemable passions I — Ahi my beloved 
mother, my good and venerable old friend ! 
you knew not the weak, imbecile mind of 
the youth, who, exposed to no temptation 
was unacquainted with guilt, and negative 
vice obtained the stamp of virtue in your 
partial judgment. But the event has 
proved me unworthy of your confidence, 
and rendered me despicable as well as vile,, 
in being the dupe of artful men, and 
aiding their schemes by my ovra folly and 
presumption/* 

Such was the mental soliloquy of Lewis^ 
as he walked home from the beautiful villa 
of Lady Somerset; — consequently his looks 
wore a serious cast when he appeared be- 
fore Douglas, who hastily exclaimed, ^^ I 
am glad you are returned, Berthier, — I have 
received a letter from my poor father, there 
is also one for you; — but to speak of mine 

first. 
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first. After dwelling some time on the 
sudden melancholy death of my mother, he 
says, ^^ the sensible and affectionate heart 
of poor Fidelia, has long been tried in the 
school of affliction ; and since her Teturn to 
her parents, she has borne with unexampled 
patience, the most poignant distress, and 
the most unprovoked unkindness. — ^With 
difficulty I have forced "her into company, 
and since a late melancholy event, obliged 
her to accept an invitation for a few days, 
from a friend at Richmond, where she ha§ 
accidentally dropped into company with "a 
foreign nobleman, and his lady. The latter 
on her introduction, earnestly enquired if 
die had a brother in Florence ? and being 
answered in the affirmative, embraced Fi- 
delia warmly, — professed you had been on^ 
of her most intimate friends, and requested 
the kind regards ofyowr old friend Eleanora.*' 

'* Eleanora!" exclaimed Lewis. ^^ Yes, 
that, crud woman, not content with bring- 
ing 
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ing me to the verge of the grave, by her 
perfidy and ingratitude, now presumes to 
insult me, by claiming an interest in my 
friendship, and seeking an introduction to 
my family. If she is married, surely she 
ought to shun, rather than solicit an ac- 
quaintance with my connexions; and if 
not married, how daring and presttmptuoiis 
in her to assume a name and title she has 
no pretensions to, and insult the characters 
of virtuous women by imposing herself on 
their society. False, perfidious woman ! I 
would not see her again for worlds. — ^But 
how can I act, in what terms disclose to my 
father, her real character^ without impli- 
cating myself, — ^without exposing her to 
contempt in a strange country, and possibly 
in so doing; involve him iu some unplea- 
sant dilemma with the noblenian whose 
name she is permitted to assume. Dear 
Berthier ! tell me vyhat can I say ? I must 
not surely tacitly countenance her inti-t 
macy with my sister?'' 
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^* By no means," cried Lewis, hastily, 
'^ your silence and forbearance in such a 
case would be highly criminal ; but before 
you decide on your plan of action, I will 
look over my letter." On breaking the 
seal, Lewis perceived it w^as an answer to 
the one he had written. — ^Mr. Douglas had 
received it before he had sent to the post 
what he had written to his son ; — ^and as 
Lewis expected, was exceedingly unhappy 
at the very unfavourable account given of 
young Douglas. 

He besought their speedy return to 
England by easy stages, and every possible 
accommodation ilecessary for an invalid. — 
He expressed much gratitude to Lewis, 
and assured him he would be sincerely wel- 
comed in England with his friend; and 
though he would endeavour to flatter him- 
self, that the convalescence of his son was 
in a progressive state, yet he requested to 
hear from him at every stage they rested 

for 
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for a day or two, that his anxiety might 
be lessened. He concluded by requesting 
his acceptance of a liberal order on their 
banker, and he also sent an unlimited 
letter of credit to Douglas. 

There being nothing in this letter that 
required secrecy, Lewis delivered it with a 
cheerful air. " Your worthy father, Sir, 
will I trust, find he has nOt flattered him- 
self; with good care, easy travelling, and 
a mind diverted by a variety . of objects, I 
have no doubt but that his hopes and 
.wishes may be realized" 

•^ I know not that,*' aijswered Douglas, 
in a melancholy tone, ^^ I ain exceedingly 
disturbed by hearing of Eleanora*s conduct, 
would to Heaven she was not in London. 
I know not how to act, what to say."— 
^^ May /presume to offer wy services?'* 
asked Lewis, ^^ shall /write to Mr. Doug* 
las?" ^^ I wish you would," returned he, 

«« say 
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*^ say what you please to inform them she 
is not a proper companion for my sister | 
but her maUce and revenge must not be 
provoked by any open insults, for she has 
passions that outstrip the winds — sUe 
would leave nothing undone to revenge an* 
affront .-^^An Italian woman of her -cha- 
racter, sets no bounds to the gratification 
of malice." 

^^ I am glad you think so justly of her 
principles," said Lewis. " Ah ! Berthier," 
cried Douglas, " I hate, despise, and adore 
her.-^Yes, I.confess my folly, still I think 
of her with rapture'; nor can I answer for 
myself if again exposed to her fascinations. 
— She is a Circe, that enchants and enslaves 
for ever; — I hope we shall never meet." 

^^ I hope so too," returned Lewis, "but 
think no more of her„rouze yourself from 
this fetal weakness, and you will soon re- 
cover health and strength of mind, to con- 
quer 
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quer an attachment for which you irfust 
despise yourself, if much longer indulged; 
at present *tis a juvenile folly^ a passion at* 
eighteen, which \yill fade away of itself if 
you cease to nourish it.*' 

" It may be so," said Douglas, his pride 
a little piqued, ^^ the advantage of two 
years, and your intuitive knowledge of man- 
kind, and of the human heart, gleaned in 
the Forest of Ardenne, must doubtless 
make^ott a qualified judge- of the strength 
of the passions; — your management in your 
own little affair y has given proof that at 
twenty an attachment may be conquered, 
though the folly of eighteen retains *the 
impression." Lewis was inconceivably hurt. 

^^ If" this language is just, if it is gene- 
rous, or deserved on my part, Mr. Douglas, 
I have to ask your pardon, for the liberty 
of speaking my sentiments so freely. — ^You 
have justly then reproved my presumption. 

I 
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I had, irideed, at the moment, in rhy zeal 
for your health and peace, forgot my hum- 
ble birth^ my defective education, and that 
which is more degrading Vian either y I had 
forgot my own culpability, — I thank you, 
Sir, for teaching me to know myself." — 
With a respectful bow he hastily quitted 
the room, no longer able to repress the 
grief and vexation he felt from the re- 
proach he appeared to deserve. 

^^ Oh, that I had riever quitted that 
peaceful forest! Why did that good, mis- 
taken man, take me from honest labour, 
inform my mind, enlighten my under- 
standing, and inculcate sentiments which 
seem to be considered as improperly asso- 
ciated with my low birth, and humble oc- 
cupation." He had flung himself on' a 
sofa, in an agony of painful retrospection, 
whei^ Douglas, entered the apartment. — 
That young- man had no sooner given way 
to the ebullitions of pride and spleen, than 
^ ' . he 
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he felt his utikindness; — the sensible and 
mild reproof from Lewis, struck him in- 
stantly with shame and regret, and after 
one little gulp of rising emotion, he sacri- 
ficed pride to feeling, and followed Lewis* 

" My dear Berthier forgive my pe- 
tulance, — -hasty and ungovernable spirits 
are always running into enor, and provoke 
* the contempt their pride revolts against 5*— 
thus, you see, 1 am sensible of my unkind- 
ness and ingratitude towards you, ac- 
knowledge my fault, and ^' thank you '* in 
my turn/* " No more," I beseech you^ 
Sir," said Lewis, taking his offered hand, 
"do ,me but justice, — believe that it is 
impossible I can ever mean to offend you 
intentionally ; — and if my anxiety for your 
peace of mind, should draw from me any 
expressions officious or impertinent, then 
recoHect from whence I came, and that my 
small stock of knowledge was drawn from 
humble parents, and the lessons of a good 

man. 
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msLUy a stranger to the world. — ^Do justice 
to my heart, tho* you may condemn my 
want of politeness/* 

^^ I will, I do," cried Douglas, ^' I con- 
fess you are my superior in mind, much 
more than hy years, and perhaps, that mor- 
tifies me in the comparison; — ^so forgive 
my folly, for you must allow that I have 
l^een sufficiently humbled, and very ill- 
treated of late, and of course not in the 
best of all possible dispositions." " We will 
then drop the subject," returned Lewis — 
** Is it your wish that I should write to 
Mr. Douglas?" 

^^ By all means, for I would not have 
poor Fidelia drawn into an intimacy whli 

" He stopt, and at that moment Fa-^ 

ther St. Pierre was announced. They 
freely communicated their affairs to him, 
with their intention of leaving Florence in 
two days from the present one. Douglas 

VOL. III. H relieveil 
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Relieved from any pecuniary difficulties by 
his father's generosity, was desirous of set- 
tling the demands of Count Benito and 
De Preux. *^ They are infamous, I know, 
but,*' said he, ^* if my folly enabled them 
to take their advantages, I richly deserve 
to suffer for my imprudence, weakness, and 
credulity." 

" But your father, Sir, has no t^cfei 
claims upon him, and I do not understand 
that you are independent. Come, come,'* 
added he, seeing Douglas confused, '^ your 
honour and conscience may be pretty easy, 
when you consider the large sums of ready 
n>oney they have robbed you of. Leave 
me to settle their demands, — ^write,-— rdTer 
them to n^e, and depend upon it your ho- 
nour shall not suffer if left in my trust," 

Lewis warmly applauded this expedient. 
— " You can have no cause to fear any 
dishonourable imputations by this step;—-' 

if 
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K iht good father undertake^ to discharge 
all demands, upon you that are just and ho- 
noWr^bW, you may give in a schedule of 
your debts, including their s^ and leave him 
to pay all at his discretion." The spiitt 
and pride of Douglas rather revolted against 
this advice, ^* Scounctrels as they were, he 
had Engaged to pay them, and his engage- 
ments oiight Jto be sacred." 

With some (ilfficulty his opinioiri was 
over-ruled, and feather St. Fiierre was to 
be the guardian of h*s honour, and of his 
mdney. f)bugks retired into another 
^oofn to sleep, and Lewis ^ized the oppor- 
tune moment, to consult with the good 
man In what manner he could ajpptopriat^' 
d siim of motley for the use of Caroline ? 

" "Tis not considerable," said he, " buf 

niay b€i useAil to her; and wherever I am, 

— ^in whatever station of life, I will endea- 

voitt to' set a part such a share of my in- 

H 2 pome, 
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come, as shall preserve her from being a 
burthen to her family, or obliged, by neces- 
sity, to take the veil. — ^*Tis my duty, and 
as much my inclination, to leave her as 
comfortable as possibly she can be.** 

The priest was well pleased with the 
sentimait and conduct of our peasant, and 
very readily took this commission upon 
himself, saying, " Among our zealous 
people, I should very possibly incur uncha- 
ritable reflections, by being known to busy 
myself thus about the temporal affairs of 
two young men, not remarked for the 
propriety, of their conduct; — ^but I live to 
my own heart, and am satisfied that I do 
not violate any duty, religious or moral, by 
assisting you to escape from the snares of 
very unprincipled men — ^and by serving an 
Englishman, I gratify one of the jirst social 
duties that bind man to man, which is 
gratitude.'* 

'' Gratitude r* 
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** Gratitude!*' repeated Lewis. " Yes, 
many years ago, particular circumstances 
called me to England, to London; — ^and 
some untoward events I did not foresee, 
very greatly embarrassed me, — the death 
of the only friend and acquaintance I had 
in the kingdom, and subsequent pecuniary 
distresses which I had not guarded against^ 
The persons yjjth whom I lodged were hu- 
mane and liberal, biit a stranger and a fo^ 
xdguer httd itO €itttiii9 upon them, i wsft 
extremely reluctant to apply to our 'ambas- 
sador for particular reasons; — ^I wrote to 
France, but I was reduced to absolute indi* 
gence, when one morning a most respect- 
able looking gentleman entered my room. 
His person was not absolutely unknown te> 
me, as he resided in the neighbourhood, 
and I had frequently seen him pass ; — he 
was a merchant. 

*^ He politely apologized for his intru- 

^on, and said, ^' he had been informed 

H3 of 



y Google 



150 THB PBASASrx OP 

of my temporary embarrassment in a 
itrange country, by the death of my 
|Kend; — requested to be considered as 
my banker, laid down a bank note on 
tlie table, and hastily withdrew, ^thout 
giving me time to recover from my asto- 
nishment. The note was for twenty 
pounds; — it amply relieved t|ie \yhole 
of my wants, until I received ^^lotl^er 
remittance. ^ 



'* I then waited on my generous bc^ 
nefactor to repay the money. — *^ Excuse 
me. Sir," said he, *^ I am very bappy 
that you no longer want it; — but I 
commit it to your hands in trust for 
any poor COUntrymat^ Qf j^jj^e you may 
chance to meet with, to whom such a 
trifle may be useful," 

" There was a man, a true Sama-* 
ritan! From that hoar I honour aind 
revere an Englishman, — I feel it an in- 

dispensible 
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dispQUsible duty more particularly to as- 
$i^ them jon every occasion that offers. 
Th^t generous and benevolent nation 
has claims upon my gratitude for the 
noble charity of an individual, that will 
never, I hope, be effaced from my 
memory.'' 

" It was indeed a noble action/' re^ 
turojod tewia^ whose heart glowed witli 
^pfobatijc^^, " and I am more than eve? 
d^rwS of SwKig S satlon so .generally 
Qbaracte]i;ii}ed a^ bjcave, sjjcipere, liberal, and 
imjna&ent" 

" Such I believe is their reputation in 
most countries^ and I would have respect 
and esteem for the British character be im- 
pisessed upon your mind. But beware of 
an unbounded, confidence, pay attention tq 
their professions^ but da not implicitly rely 
on them^--do npt be deceived by hasty, 
ijidiscriawiate. px)tei5t^QiiiS q£ esteem and 
H 4 friendship. 
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friendship, for both are of slow growth In 
a sensible discerning mind. The gay and 
volatile will lavish their professions, and 
throw away their praises, without feding a 
tittle of what they so volubly utter; but 
the man of real worth waits to correct a 
fresh prepossession by the decision of judg- 
ment, before he commits himself to a 
stranger. Judge of men by their actions, 
by their conduct in private life-r-see them 
as sons, brothers, and with their relative 
connexions: — ^TTis from their behainour in 
their domestic circle, from whence yojtt 
may draw a true estimate of their hearts, 
not in the midst of the world, when com- 
pany and gaiety throw a veil over their real 
rliaracters. 

*' 1 speak of mankind in general,*' con- 
cluded the good priest, " such as you will 
find them in all countries; for human jtia-. 
ture, making a small allowance for customs 
and education, is nearly every wher6 the 

same. 
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^ame. Suspicion is a base passion, but 
pradence and discrimination can alone pro-- 
cure you valuable acquaintance. Theso- 
ciety ypahave been throvm into at Florence^ 
sufficiently illustrates my hypothesis, and 
exemplifies the error of taking a character 
upon trust,, as. my brother unfortunately did. 
De Preux.. In, one word, my good young 
man,, pay the strictest attention to the 
manners and actions of those you associate 
with.^. for the whole happiness of your fu- 
ture life depends upon your discrimination ' 
and integrity.'' 

A youth of modem manners would have* 
yawned over this borish prosing, and given- 
the officious adviser to the devil; but the 
literal peasant attended with reverence, and 
treasured, this good counsel, as religiously,, 
as *^ proofs of holy writ*!* Erom Father 
Francis he had learnt the -purest documents- 
-of religious and moral duties, but he knew 
little beyond the precincts of the forest:;.. 
H 5 wlicreai*= 
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whereas his brother, St. Pierre, had imxed 
t^'hh society, had studied mankind, and had 
dra\yn his smaB stock o£ knowledge from 
observation and experience. He felt in- 
terested for Lewis, as the unsophisticated 
child of nature, and was desirous to guard 
him against the delusions of the worfd, 
having no natural friends or protector to 
superintend his conduct* Happily the 
young man could properly af^eciatethe 
cause and efFect, and determined to re- 
gulate his future behaviour agreeably to the 
tenor of both. 

After the priest had left him, he appKed 
to his peri-^a letter of introduction to Fa-r 
ther Francis, and a few lines to the Lady 
Hermine, for Lady Somerset to take with 
her, cost him son^ pains ^ particulariy the 
latter, which was written in a style the 
most distant and respectful. The charming 
Hermine, the becmtifulHermme, were epi- 
thets he no longer pronounced ; she was 

now 
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nowhqrottd a doubt a l^dy^by bird>> had 
a large fortune^ great coiU3tie^}Qa^^r-^l^ w?^ 
the Lady Hermine, it became hkn to think 
of her only aa a beiog dev#^ te f^ degree 
beyond his iinost distant wish^si. , H<% 
wmet^nes felt disposed to regret tha* bft 
e<»^W aot Bfian?y Caroliw> y^: hp hftd nQ* 
sentiments ia her ftivow but comp3LgsiQ»^ 
and asr she had posdtivety re^ct^ hiQPt> i^ 
waa not Kfceiy that she would now Ql^ige 
her mind,, and it would be wrongs in. hi(n» 
to urge it.. To her he must write, how- 
ever, and take a laist and tende? farewej^— - 
It was a ptiniul effort, foi^ $etf veprq^^b 
«nd bitter ^ret mingl^ ift w^ry lin^ 

Having completed. these tasK^, he went 
to the apartment of M». Douglas;^ he 
found him looking melancholy, and in.deep 
thought. On the entrance of Lewis he 
strove to shake off his dejection.-*^* ^ Have 
ypu written to ray father?" he asked .rrn- 

"No,^" 
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*^ No," replied Lewis, " I will write now, 
in your presence.*' 

** Is there a necessity for that/' returned 
Douglas, " do you suppose* I doubt your 
friendship or integrity?" — *^ No, but in. 
matters that so immediately concern you, 
without being wanting in either, I .may 
perhaps say too little, or too ranch, 'tis 
therefore my wish that you should judge 
for me in points so delicate." 

Douglas looked earnestly at hhn, — 
** How you have acquired, such sentiments, 
where you have learnt to consider on points 
of delicacy, is surprising to me.'* — " I do 
not understand you,'* returned Lewis. — 
"My small stock of inibrmation relative 
to the laws of society, I have assuredly 
gleaned from you; but a -knowledge of 
right and wrong, of the respect due to our 
superiors, and the regard that ought to be 
paid to the feelings of others, is so natural 

for 
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for every one to comprehend^ and practise, 
that I can't see. any cause for surprise, 
unless you supposed me an idiot frona being 
a peasant and a wood-cutter/* 

*^ I cannot suppose, however,'^ said 
Douglas, " that all the wood-cutter* I saw 
in the forest,, wretched illiterate locking 
beings, were equally intelligent with your- 
self. "-^^^ I believe / hud many advantages 
over my companbns,, my fether and mo- 
ther died when I was veiy young, but my 
grand^Either and 1ms wife had been bom 
and taught better thaa most other villagers> 
though plain country folks; the former, 
as a nobleman's steward for some years> 
added experience to his little stock of 
knowledge, and by his instructions laid 
a foundation, which Father Francis built 
on, and. improved to what. you see. Thus 
every thing you observe in me is natural, 
and by no means surprising." — ^^ Well, I 
^all not now dispute the point with you, 

though 
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the acceptance of a friendly memorial "froBP 
a person of my age and sex.** 

*^ Your Ladyship miist excuse me/' said 
-Xewis, respectfully declining the present, 
V you owe me nothing, 'tis I am the per-^ 
son obliged and honoured, in beiug made 
the happy instrument of your present hopes 
and. future prospect&J* " llio* I consider 
you as a very wonderful young man,'* re- 
turned she, smiling, " I see you have yet to* 
learn the difference between a wrong placed 
pride and. a proper virtuous one- That 
person possesses a fafee pride,, and an im- 
proper delicacy, who is above receiving a 
trifling favour from the hands of friendship ; 
whilst the . truly noble soul accepts it with, 
pleasure,, knowing that by so doing he conr 
veys the greatest delight to the friendly 
bestower, and the debt of gratitucjje is shared 
between them. You may, jif you please,'* 
added.she, *^ place this lesson of ihformation 
into your scale of obligation,, but I think 

you. 
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you dare not decline giving my little book 
a place in your pockety nor refuse me the 
pleasure of considering myself as your 
friend.*' "I dare not, indeed. Madam, 
presume to decline any gift of your's, when 
honoured with such high distinction, but — " 
" But what ? — Pray what new proof of a 
wrong-placed pride are you going to ex- 
hibit?'* '^ Ah! Madam," cried he, ear- 
nestly, *^ suppose Mademoiselle Heitnine 
jshould not be your -niece!" 

*' Not for a moment would I harbour a 
doubt so cruel ! " exclaimed Lady Somerset, 
** she is — ^she must be my niece! — ^Not a 
shadow of doubt shall perplex my mind, for 
every circumstance tends to confirm it, — 
therefore not another word on that subjept. 
You shall have the earliest information, 
that you may rely on. — ^You will be in 
England before me, you have my address 
and I expect my orders will be attended to. 
I sball write to you, addressed at my house,^ 

and 
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§nd now adieu/* Lewis rose, md wa» 
about, to sipeal^, she prevented hi^a, *^ \ 
b^te leave-taking, itm^es me melancholy. 
God bl^s you !-rr-I.n that is comprehended 
?ver}' good wish, — sp ftrewel till we^metfc 
in England." He kissed her hand,— ^ 
^^ Heaven grant your best wishes!** said he,^ 
and bowing respectfvdly quoted the. house^ 

Qf^ returil^ivig honie, he m^t with a mp^ 
affectionate letteif ixm Cafofin^, t;h^ G(mr 
tents we shall nQt detail, — ^she assured hini 
that she wa^ perfectly content with hep si- 
tuation, th^^t die WW enjoyed, that pea,c^ 
and serenity always her dcisira and ^ppst 
eongenMl with h^ tamper and con^titutiorj^ 
She ^Quld n^v^ feil^ in her ori^ns tQ 
Heaven and the Holy Vhfgin, to pray tot 
his^ temporal prosperity and happiness, and 
his eternal fielicity in th^ worW to come.--^ 
From Father St. Pierre she should hear of * 
him, but all correspondSence betwcea th€»ei 
roust cease from, the date of hfix letter*— ^ 

She 
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She concluded with some good advice, 
many good wishes, and an affectionate 
adieu in this world for ever. Such was 
the purport of her letter, which very 
greatly affected Lewis, and hung a long 
time on his mind. 

Douglas had been engaged in settling 
his pecuniary affairs. Neither De Preux or 
liis two associates were then in Florence, 
but that morning a mao of sonje character 

had called oa bim with bilk drawn by them ; 
he explained his situation, and referred hin:^ 
to Father St. Berne, who. had authority to 
pay ali just demanck on him. Their 
respective affairst being coacluded that day,, 
on the feltowing^ one they' tcct Icsve cS 
Florence, on their route to England.— 
Their journey being tedious and uninter- 
esting, we diall leave them, and travel on to 
meet Lady Somerset,^ on her arrival at th^ 
Abbey of St. Hub^, in the Forest of 
Ardennet 

CHAP. 
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CHAP^ XXI. 



Lady Sbmcrset travelte* with spcerf> 
aiibction the spur, and hc^ for her guide^ 
She was not a little- surprised, on her en- 
trance into that vast fbvest^ which, endless 
as it seemed to her, was hut a small part of 
what it had been in former days,— yet was 
still of sufRcient magnitude to excite her 
wonder, that an abbey and a convent should 
be preserved io a spot so' remote, so 
gloomy and upfrequented^ In the course 
of her travels, she had before remarked, 
that reKgioHS houses had most commonly 



1^ 
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the advantage of being fixed in fertile spots, 
pleasant situations, and near to, or in, 
good populous towns. 

"Poor Count," said she, as they de- 
scended through the trees down a declivity 
to the abbey, — "poor Count! sad and 
gloomy must have been your mind to 
choose this KJitary, dreary residence to 
wind-up the close of life 1 — ^Whilst I detest 
the man, I can pity the wretched penitent, 
and now charitably hope his sins may be 
forgiven." 

On stopping at the abbey, she requested 
to speak with Father Francis. — It was a 
sight so unusual for ladies, apparently of 
distinction, to be seen in that unfrequented 
forest, that it created no small confusion 
amcmg the brethren, and the good father 
hastened out with equal surprise and ala- 
crity. " I am come abruptly upon you," 
said Lady Somerset, " but I thought it 

would 
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would be useless to send aii avant courier, 
to announce the visit of A stranger.— I 
come from Florence;-^! have letters for 
jou, Ihave particular business, and shall be 
glad to have a private conference with j^ou/' 
The father heard her, in mute surprise, — 
^' Who could she be from Florence-^er- 
tainly not the lady ASv^ho had so much in- 
jured Mr. Douglas !"-^This was the first 
idea that cfos&ed his mind.— Then he 
thought it might be Mrs. Douglas herself, — 
then he feared for hrs beloved pupil,— in 
short, so many various thought3 crouded 
upon him, that she had some time ceased 
to speak before he could find words to 
^swer ht^r. 

'^I see yoilr astonishment," said she, 
'^ but do not dread ^ny unpleasajit tidings, 
i come, i hope, the' harbinger of joy ! — -f 
want yoti to acconlp'any ihe to the convent, 
to Hermine.*' ^^ To Hermine!" repeated 
he, in* an animated totie, ^^ do you come 

to 
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to see that good young woman ?*' — ^^ I do, 
I do!" cried she^ impatiently, " come iiito 
the carriage, father.-^— I hope,-^^! am sufe, 
that she is a dear and much valued relation 
of mine ! ' '•^=^" Indeed ! " said he, without 
any further scruple* stepping into the coach, 
^'Why are you a French woman?" "I 
was bom in France,-^married an English- 
mati, — and am Yiow nearly a citizen of thd 
world.— *But come, direct the coachman, 
^d I shall give you my name and the 
business that brings me here." 

The good man, did as he was desired, 
iiot a little impatient for information;-^ 
curiosity as we observed in our fif st ac 
quaintance with him, b^ng one of his fe>V 
foibles, — ^for foibles he had, and where is 
the human being that is without them ? 
She very briefly told her name, and deli- 
vered the letters of introduction. He has- 
tily mn over the one from Lewis, and had 
scarcely got to the end when they stopped 

before 
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before the convent gates. Lady Somerset 
requested he would enter first, and prepare 
the way for here— Jie hastened to the Ab- 
Tbess, and announced the lady by her title, 
and her supposed afSnity to Mademoiselle 
Hermine. 

The information did not afford to the. 
pious lady all the pleasure which he seemed 
to feel in conveying it ; but there was no 
evading the visit, nor pretence for denying 
an interview with Hermine. She saw all 
her fairy. schemes were overthrown, if this 
lady should prove to be her aunt« No 
doubt Hermine would go with her, and she 
must bid adieu tp all the advantages she 
hoped to derive from her residence in the 
convent. 

After a little pause, she recovered from 
her secret vexation^ and agreed to receive 
the lady. — " Hermine was not to know of 
her claims, nor see her," she said, " till after 

their 
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llieir first conversation." The priest re- 
turned ta coiiiiu€tLa<fy S<Miierset;*-^neaii 
tions the waiy Abbess sent for Hcrmine— -* 
*^ She would see an English iady," she 
told her*. Hernune presently concluded it 
must be an acquaintance of the Douglas 
&miLy.^--^S3ie was seat<3dnear to the bottom 
of the room, so that neither Father Francis 
nor her Ladyship <x)uld se0 her immedi- 
ately ; but when the Abb^s^^ accosted Lady 
Somerset, and: she turned to be seated^ 
Hermine stunted up and exclaimedj *^ Ah ! 
moi^ Dieii'!'* The e!&clamation .drew the 
^es of her Ladyships who in the same in- 
stant cried out, *' Hermine ! 'tis my sister, 
'tis Hermine r* and fell back in her chair, 
unable to utter another word, though not 
absolutely senseless. Hermine had flown 
towards her> and stood with her hands 
folded in mute astonishment. The. ex- 
clamations and emotions of both, left no 
doubt on the minds of those present as to 
thek' affinity; Whilst the Abbess and Sister 
VOL. III. I Marie 
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Marie were assisting the Lady, Father 
Francis took the hands of Hermine between 
his, — "Compose yoursdif, my child,* all 
will end happily, this lady, we have reason 
to believe, is nearly related to you." 

^^ To me, related to me ! Ah, I know 
not that I have one person in -the world 
related to me ; — ^this too an English lady. 
— ^How then can it be ?" Lady Somerset 
recovered from her temporary inanimation, 
rose and clasped her itj her arms. " Yes,'* 
said shfe, embracing her mc^t tenderly, 
" yes, your looks, my heart, your very 
voice, all tell me you are my dearest nietce, 
the child of my beloved, much-wronged 
Hermine!" 

» 

" Am I so happy," cried the tran- 
sported girl, " your niece. Madam, — in- 
deed, your niece, — ^you my aunt? Oh! 
yes, you are so like my dear, dear mother, 
Vvhose image is in my heart. — ^Yes, yes, I 

am 
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iBLXti your niece I — ^but how can it be, I 
never heard I had an aunt; — ^how can 
it then possibly be?" 

^' *Tis a long and melancholy story, my 
love, that Ihave to relate, and which will 
be painful for you to hear;-r-€or the pre- 
sent, know that your dear mother and my- 
self were the daughters of the Count De 
Melian ; — :I married an English nobleman. 
Lord Somerset. A family misunderstanding 
unhappily precluded any intimacy or cor- 
respondence between us, after the death of 
our beloved father. A thousand enquiries 
have been made after you, for Lord Somer- 
set was left guardian to you ; — and great 
has been my inquietude and anxiety re- 
specting your destiny, though I was not 
quite hopeless of seeing you, as your fa- 
ther, the late Count *t**, by a note, pro- 
mised you should claim our protection, 
when you became one-and-twenty." 

I 2 * « Ah!'* 
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"Ahr* cried Hermine, miecvi^tiAg 
her, *^ at that period I am owiered to 
open a sealed packet, which is* to direct 
my future destiny; — ^no doubt to make 
that claim yoa speak o£-^Oh, what an 
unexpected happiness^ to. find, aa aunt, 
-*-ra sister of my deac, ilUfated inoiiherV 
I have long believed myself aa insnlated 
being, without firiend& or connexions ;-« 
but Heaven ifr mostt ^m^ious,— on ita 
justice and goQdne$8 I have firmly relied^ 
and am abundantly rewarded ! " 

The Lady Abbess, now thought premier 
to pay some compliments to the rank of 
her guest, and her young boardcru-^-^Rb- 
freshments. were introduced, after winch 
the two ladies retired to the apartment of 
Hermine. 

At the request^ of Lady Somerset, Her- 
mine entered on her story. *^ She pain- 
fully remembered the fatal day when she 

was 
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^vastom from the arms of «a mother* — ^Ah ! " 
saad ^e^ ^^^ thousand times ^e had 
clasped me to her bosom,' ifi'iplorih'g tiii^ 
protection of Heaven to preserve her 
child. She told me I hii4 a father 
unhappily misled by a vile^ base inmi, 
to abd&don her ami . myself ;-*-Jthat she 
trusted a day would C6tne wlicn inno^' 
cemce miust triumph over the wicfced 
mdehinators w^ had rained all of her 
-vm^rkify pro^pect5r--tiH then thei-e was 
'a mystery in my late, and I must live 
a stranger to my fathet. 

^^ This wa« all the infoHnation I had 
£rom her, arrd it sank deep in my young 
mind; for every word (rf her's was dear 
to my heart, and idie was adc»'ed through-* 
out the house. I have a faiijt recollec- 
tion of living in a great old castle, and of 
a man who used to come there, and terrify 
my mamma ;-^but bis person I had no re- 
membrance ^y when I imtkd it was the 
1 3 sam^ 
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same cruel wretch who came to the coib- 
vent, and tore me from her, and I much 
fear occasioned her death. 

" Oh, how much dW I suffer when 
carried away to a coach, and heard the 
wretch with me rejoice in his success, and 
abuse my beloved parent whom we had left 
' to all appearance dead — ^neyer will the 
scene be effaced from my memory. — Nor 
when I saw my father, and was received 
with kindness and acknowledged as his 
child, could all the blandishments of fond- 
ness^ finery, and attendance, console me 
for the loss of my darling mother. I wept 
* incessantly — on my knees I entreated to be 
restored to her arms. My father was of- 
fended, he execrated the name of mother, 
he told me she was worthless, vile, and 
"^base — that he hated her, that she had 
greatly injured my fortune, as well as his; 
and, in a r^ge> imprecated curses on his head 
if ever he permitted me to see her more. 

"I 
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^^ I was terrified, but nothing could 
weaken my firm attachment to a parent 
whose whole life had passed in tender cares 
for me, — ^my^heart was true to its first 
impression. Tears, entreaties, and prayers, 
were all fruitless; and in a few days after 
I was placed in a convent, where I had 
every advantage of education, the greatest 
respect paid to me, and my dress and ex- 
pences were unlimited. 

^^ In a short time my father himself 
brought me the dreadful tidings of my 
loved mother's dea.th,"^which had effects on 
me he scarcely, expected in one so young, 
f6r I was very ill for many days. — It was 
then he shewed the most unbounded ten- 
derness towards me, and such as could not 
fail to make some impression on a grateful 
heart. The Abbess enforced every pre- 
cept of resignation to the will of Heaven, 
and pointed out my duty to that earthly 
parent, whose affection demanded love and 
1 4 reverence. 
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peverence.'«*-It became not a child Ifl^e me^ 
die said, to judge between a fetber and a 
toother; wherever the tjiror lay, itiroetny 
.duty to honour the author of fny hei»g, 
aind now my only parent. 

.• '^ But the sufimngs and death of my 
much lamented mother, was an impression 
that could not be effaced Jby reason, or 
lectures; — time, and the unresnittiD^ acts 
of tender aiTection which I, received from 
my father, meliorated the excess of my 
grief, and at length brought me to conaider 
what I owed to my duty, and bis kindoefis. 
One thing I insisted upon with a firmiMSS 
that surprised him,— tliat the man, ^»ho 
he called his dear friend, a Chevalier 
Soissons, the wretch who had draggecj me 
from the arms of a dying mother, and tri- 
umphed in her misery, should never appear 
before me. The resolution I exerted on 
this head displeased my father, but finding 
me immovably obstinate in refusing to see 

him, 
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him^ he gftv^ v^y to a steiidinesfi he ^ould 
not controul^ fmm hi^ un^fvillitign^ss to 
give me pain* 

f^ From that hour I experienced every 
indulgence that parental tetid^^tiesB^ and 
imlimited expence^ could procure ^r tue; 
and though I evdp deeply deplored the I08B 
of my dear mother, yet as a child I owed 
tiie most perfect duty, love, and tespefet, ttt 
a father who {denized me.. Of the defectfii 
in his character I knew nothing, till the 
dreadiul period when he came to the con- 
vent, wild,. disordered, and almost frantic 

** He toH the Abbess he was an undone^ 
man,— a bankrupt in fortune,- reputation,, 
and peace of mind« He paid up my. board, 
and removed. me in a carriage to a small 
lodging in the suburfe erf Paris- I was. 
silent, astonidied^ and^terrii5ed.--*When he, 
had seated me and shut the door^— " Her- 
.mine," said he, with a look I shdl never- 
I a forget^. 
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forget, " Hermine, 1 have been a barbarous 
iaSBasin, — I have murdered your mother ! " 
I gave a dreadful shriek, — " Qh, my God ! 
murdered ! — My mother murdered !" 

" Though not destroyed by poison or a 
poniard, she w^s killed by grief, and my 
inhumanity • — ^Yes," added he, clasping his 
bands, ^/'poor unhappy victim to unex- 
ampled wickedness, that last blow of tearing 
^er only remaining comfort from h^r arms 
forever^ effectually robbed her of lifei — 
My child, your much wronged mother 
only' lived foj^ days from the one when the 
basest of villains completed his cruel work 
T— whilst I was an associate in his nefarious 
schemes, a tool, a dupe to his consummate 
wickedness," 

^^ Pe beat: his head with his clenched 
fist, and appeared to be in such a state of 
distraction, that, terrified to death, I threw 
myself at his feet, and with all the ten* 

demess 
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demess inspired by love and fear, besought 
him to be more, calm, to have mercy on 
himself and me. " On you^^ cried he, 
wildly, ^' mercy on you! — I have had none 
— I have madly, shamefully dissipated all 
nr)y own property, which ought to have 
been your's — I have done worse, I have 
been a betrayer of my trust, I have ruined 
my child ! — ^Urge me no more, those looks, 
so tender, so angelic, are too much like 
your sainted mother's — they tear my heart- 
strings. — ^Yet do not hate me, my Her- 
mine, though I have deserved it, do not 
you hate met" — He then burst into a vio- 
lent paroxysm of tears, which I havie great 
reason to believe preserved his sens^. • 

*^ When at length restored* to- more^ 
calonness and recollection, he briefly in- 
formed me, that a life of dissipation, a 
system of ruinous vices^ falsely called plea- 
sures,' had long since robbed him of his 
bwn estates, which he had the power to 

alienate ;-— 
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alienate; — and^ thro' the baseness of an 
artful woman, and the advice of one who he 
had considered as his dearest friend, but 
who had confessed himself an atrocioua 
villain,-^by their instigations «id his owh 
vile propensities, he had been induced to 
break in lipon the properfy of his child^ 
nearly to, expend what was entrusted to 
him for her support, and beggar the daugh*- 
ter, after having destroyed her mother.— 
The small remnant that his vices and pro- 
digality had left, would scarcely support 
me till a certain period, when I should no 
longer be uiid^r the direction of to un- 
worthy father. — But he had sworn oaths so 
sacred, and denounced on his own head 
imprecations so terrible, that {le wa» com- 
pelled to keep me in ignorance of my future 
destiny, until I became one-and-tw^ty* 

*^ He again fell into the most terrible ago- 
nies, in which he continued several hours, 
and which produced a brain fever. What, 

I 
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I endured of distress and terror cannot be 
, described ;~-I was alone, among strangers,^ 
without knowing a iiuman being I could 
spply to.— -But the efforts of despair often 
call forth energy of niind^ and feeling the 
necessity of acting, I endeavoured to ^ake 
off the lethargy of grief and exert the little 
fortitude I possessed, to comfort and rdieve 

my suffering paDent* 

• ■ 

'^ Four days he continued m great dan* 
ger, but Heaven was graciously pleased to 
iiestore htm to my prayers, and after that 
period he gfadttiJly recovered* — ^He then 
4iifbrmied me, we must quit the couhtry> 
that he had tmmoiated one victim to the 
shrine of revenge, for \iiiich he Was amen«« 
able to the law, and for which he b^d in- 
curred the malediction of Heaven^-— and 
but for my sake, to save me froto disgrace, 
he would have given himself up to the laws 
of hiis country. The more culpable vil- 
lain, who had seduced and betrayed him, 

w^ 
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was dead or dying by an accident that had 
produced to him the. most fatal discoveries. 
He had been, he found, on the verge of 
the grave, he was thankful to Heaven that 
time had been allowed him to repent, and 
forsake the world. His name must be 
forgotten.^ — ^He had, in the coach, told me, 
he was known only aS. Monsieur Themies, 
at the house he should take nie to (and 
fortunately I had never mentioned any 
narfieor title during the time of his illness, 
whra I might have been off my guard). — 
Not -to dwell on trifling circumstances, 
within three days from his convalescence, 
we left our lodgii>g and quitted Fraace pri- 
vately. He informed me, on setting out, that 
it was for Ardenn6 Forest he should direct 
his route, for very particular reasons,*-^what 
they were- he chose not to reveal>. nor did 
I ever pre^me to ask him a single question. 

. ^^ We travellied slowly,, he gained no 
strengthi ^^ul grew daily more sunk ni 

spirits. 
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Spirits, more emaciated in body,— always 
accusing himself, and apostrophizing to the 
spirit of my sainted mother to forgive her 
murderer- — At Stenay he was so ill we 
were obliged to rest more than three weeks, 
which very greatly exhausted our purse, 
and I knew not then we had any other re- 
sources, as my poor father seemed very 
anxious to be exceedingly frugal. 

. "A small red leather trunk he charged 
me never to part with from my own apart- 
ment, the rest of our baggage was in two 
trunks in the care of a man hired to attend 
us to the Forest. The first day my father 
was able to sit up, he wished to give somQ 
directions to the servant, and I ordered 
him to be called. — Judge of our surprise 
and shock, when the mistress of the house 
said, with an air of astonishment, — " Why^ 
Madam, he went early in the morning, as 
you ordered.'* I asked where, and what 
she meant by my orders ? — She answered^ 

"He 
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** He came to me late at night, imd said, 
the gentleman being better had ordered 
him to get a post horse, and go on to the 
Abbey of St. Hvibeit to apprize the good 
fethers of his viat to them, and I understood 
he had orders to convey the trunks there, 
as two men came for them, and he saw 
them delivered before he left th6 house, at 
break of day, on horseback.'* 

*^ Thus were we robbed of every thing 
but the small trunk in my chamber.*— 
Messetigers were sent over the town and 
some miles round, but the villain was never 
traced to this hour. My poor father bore 
file loss very hardly, it preyed upon his 
eonstituticHi, but he tried to struggle against 
it, that we might reach the abbey, where 
he intended to reade> and to place me in 
the Ursuline Convent,. that we might often 
ineet- We had now no baggage, and thb 
second deception in a man he trusted, de- 
termined him to proceed on foot to the 

forest, — 
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forest,-— we ciiaBged our tjlothcs for stiH 
fdainer ones^ and Jxrgaa our walk. 

^^Weak, fatigcffid, and exfaaosted, we 
came to an old ruinouB casAile^ in the forest, 
•where we took belter in the chapel, for he 
ccMold proceed no fertter.*— 3oraie days we 
remaii^d heie, each day he hoped to get 
better^ but I «aw his strengtii decaying \m^ 
4er the exiertioii of his spuSts. Our pro^ 
^ifikMis w«« jtrst 4exhaustedj and my situation 
-«ras dmadfal indeed, when Providence gra- 
ck)U5iy smccoured us m a most eventful 
hour, by cfirecting a yoang peasant to view 
the building, after a konid tempestuou^ 
night, when tve expected every moment to 
be entombed imder thefuins <^the castle.'* 

Here Lady Somerset^ taking the hand of 
Hermineand tenderly kissing it, said, ^^ What 
followed that fortunate discovery, my dear 
niece, I have heard briefly rrfated by Mr, 
Berthter, your preserver, — at present we 

will 
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will talk no more of the past» — The pe- 
nitence and death of your father has dis- 
armed my resentment; for we shovdd not be 
vindictive beyond the grave, if human frailty 
cannot subdue it when the object who has 
injured us still exists. — Poor man ! his suf-- 
fering must have been great, when con- 
science, so long silenced, spake in thunder 
to his feelings. O ! my dear Hermine, 
always remember that it is ^ilt alone that 
can make us truly wretched I— Misfortunes 
may press hard upon us, sorrow may la- 
cerate the heart, internal anguish may, for 
a time, subdue otfr spirits, and injure our 
health,;;— but all these evik time will me- 
liorate and a patient endurance will over- 
come.— 'Tis the reproaches of conscience, 
the stings of remorse alone that must be 
ever-enduring and follow us to the grave!'* 

^^ O ! my dear aunt,*' exclaimed Her- 
mine, bursting into tears, ^^ my dear re- 
pentant father has^ I humbly trust, received 

mercy ! 
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mercy ! — ^i^enitence like his will not be re- 
jected by an all- merciful Being." '^ On 
that hope let us rest my dear child,— com- 
pose yourself, — ^you have now a second 
mother, to whom you are inexpressibly 
dear, and with whom you will henceforth 
reside. — Ah! had my beloved Lord Somerset 
lived to $ee you thus, how great would have 
been his transports, for he dearly loved your 
mother.— But no mote of this," said she, 
brushing off a falling tear, "the Supreme 
direfctor of events in this sublunary world, 
best knows what is most fitting for us." 

^^ I have been very ungrateful," -said Her- 
mine, " in my own joy I forgot what was due 
to my friend and preserver — that good Lewis, 
to whom I am indebted for every comfort. — 
How is he, my dear aiint, and by what fortu- 
nate occurrence did he become known to 
you?" Lady Somerset briefly related their 
accidental encounter, and its consequences, 
mixed with warm praises of the person, man- 
ners^ 
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ncrs, good sense^ and modesty e£ younj 
Berthier.— " But," added she, " has ii6 
not then infoitned you of tiiose pjffticularB 
in the letter I brought to you?" '' ^fc^ 
indeed," ^mswered Hermine, ^^ a few simple 
lines of respectful congratulation, that in 
Lady Somerset I *ould meet a relation, a 
friend, and |M^eotress^*^aiid a hope mo- 
destly expressed, of paying bis reacts ta 
i»e in England, Vfere eH the <xmtent8 of 
his Aort letter." 

*•* I am really astjonished," isaid her Lady- 
ship, " at the manners and under/Staiiding 
of that young niaUt»*-*Naturfe haS- ^^ 
wore fbr ham, than high birth and a fi*- 
nished education, with many of our modem 
young men of fii^icto. Ouir obH^ations to 
him are unspeakably great, but there is ^ 
disinterestediiess and nwdest dignity about 
him, that rqwilse all pecuniary reward;--* 
we must, therefore, find scxne way of g**" 
tifying ouraelves, without hurting his fe^^" 
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mg«.'* '^Fhe heart of H«Tnmc assented to 
lUs sentiinwt^ whilst she dianked her 
aatit for her generous^ consideration. She 
then mentioned the contents of her leathei) 
trunk, and the parcel which she had en- 
trusted to the good Father Francis. 

^' AH omr business can socm be settled/* 
returned Lady Somerset, *• J am. impa«- 
tient to take you from hem.'e^ and pro-^ 
pose ^ going to Brussels, -where I have 
appomted my dear, son to meet us;— 
there too I must fiimish you with som^ 
qlothes, for I suppose your stock is v€ 
slender/* ^^ Yes," said Hermine, smjH 
ing, *^ I have only two black dr 
terribfy made, procured for me by thrf 
good oM Agnes,"*«nd the country dress 
in which I walked to the forest*'* ^ 

^^ Well, my dear, I shdl settle every 
thing with the Abbess, as you may do 
with the good priest ;-««and some acknow-- 

ledgement 
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kdge musl be made to him> in a way 
that he cannot refuse to accept. — I know 
very well, what article will prove agree- 
able to him/' 

We will not dwell on trivial occurrencesj 
or prolix descriptions of the parting scenes 
between Hennine, the Abbess, and com- 
munity, whose charitable wishes would 
have sent Lady Somerset to purgatory, 
rather than liave seen her there to rob 
them of such a boarder, — neither •shall 
we- detail the contradictory fedings of 
the good old Father Francis, whose joy 
at Hermine's prospect of happiness was* 
piixed with an affectionate regret at 
parting with her for ever. Hermine's 
heart overflowed at hev eyes, when she 
pressed his venerable hand, and received 
his blessings; — ^it was a very painful mo- 
ment to her.— In the convent she left no 
one to lament, for there was none she re- 
garded but Sister Therese, and to her she 

made 
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made some few presents that she knew 
would be acceptable. 

We shall not trace them in their 
journey, but set them down quietly at 
Brussels, where they proposed to rest 
until the arrival of Lord Somerset; — 
and from whence Hermine wrote to her 
friend Fidelia, of the fortunate change 
in her circumstances, and the most 
pleasing hope of embracing her very 
shortly' in England. 
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CHAP. XXIL 



Ml 



.R* Douglas and his suite travelled 
very slowly, for they were frequently 
obliged to rest a day or two, from the fa- 
tigue he experienced; and Lewis with much 
pain observed that neither his strength or 
^irits derived any advantage from the jour- 
ney. The nearer they approached to Eng- 
land, the greater was the depression that 
seemed to fix on his mind ; in vain were 
Lewis's efforts to cheer and enliven 
his friend, — he was alike insensible to all 
amusement, or change of objects. When 

at 
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It length thry reached Calais^— he wa» so 
exhausted and so low> that Lewk requested 
him to stop there a tev^ days to recover 
from his fatigue. After a moment's pause 
Douglas answered with same firmiaessk 

*^ No, let us procedl^ stOf^Kig here w& 
avail nothmg^I must go, I wish to see 
my father; I believe^ I have no time to 
lose^ my weakness daily increases, my own 
ibllies, irregularities, and strong passions, 
have destroyed my hesi^. — Oh, Lewis! 
you will despise me, you have aaid as much, 
afid I detest myself, but my reason is en« 
slaved by my heart* Volatile, giddy, un* 
steady in eveiy pursuit, and at an dge when 
the influence of a stroi^ passion rarely 
4ioIds any length of dominion, I take shame 
to myself when I confess 'ti& this pas^on 
for a wortihless object that drags me to the 
grave.- '—** Dear Dou^as!'' cried Lewis^ 
*^ jom nourish your disease by dwelling on 
YVh* III* K it— 
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k— drive but the cause from your, mind 
and the effect will cease." 



'^ It is impossible^** returned he, " I 
have tried every effort to ho purpose; vile, 
detestable as Eleanora is, I doat upon her 
— and were she this moment to return with 
her former fascinating tenderness, I know 
I should press her to my heart, forget her 
baseness, and even resolve to marry her, if 
she would accept my hand. — Oh, that / 
had married when first I knew her, before 
she was seen by that cursed Count."— 
** You astonish and afflict me,*' returned 
Lewis, ** but I will yet hope^ that when 
restored to the bosom of your family, more 
worthy objects will efface the image of a 
bad, licentious woman.'* ** Your hope- 
will prove as forlorn, as the trial will be 
fruitless,**, answered Douglas; ^* however, 
let us proceed, I am eager to see my father; 
Poor man I placid as he is, both by nature 
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and habit, I fear his heart will be lacerated 
when be beholds his son/' 

Lewis endeavoured to change the sub- 
ject by remarkitig on the occurrences ia 
their journey, and anticipating the strange 
figure he should make on his arrival in a 
foreign country, equally a stranger to the 
language, customs, and manners of its in- 
habitants. ** You must quickly fall in 
k)ve," said Douglas, faintly smiling, '^ I 
^ould never have troubled myself to ac- 
quire the little Italian I know, had it not 
been the native language of Eleanora* — 
Love is the best master, his lessons are' 
more successful than the dry methodical 
rules of grammar from an old starch peda- 
gogue — the one penetrates to the heart, 
the other forces itself slowly to the brain' 
without creating much interest or atten- 
tion."'— -" Ah!" returned Lewis, in the 
same tone, " but I fear, the instructor you 
propose would teach me a lesson infinitely 
K !2 more 
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more destructive to my p^ace than Io6$ oi 
time, and that the certain evil woi^d 
greatly overbalance the wn-certain good ;— 
from a language master if I have but little 
to hope, I shall have still less to dread-^ 
my patience may be tried, but my heait 
will not be woun4ed." 

" All this sounds m.ighty well," aa- 
swered Douglas, " but you know as little 
of your own heart, as of tJie country yw 
are going to; and .o«e short how mfiy over«- 
turn all this fine, reasoning and prudent 
caution. The English ladies are in geaetal 
extremely to your taste; I \now not 
wh^thjer they possess more real modesty 
and virtue than the ladies on the Con* 
tin^it, but at least they have the semblance 
^f it.r-*-Ddicacy aiid mpdesty were the : 
characteristics of an English female in days 
of old, but I believe they are something 
degenerated since the time of thdr eld 
grandam&*-^d Qiany exc^d in licenti- 
ousness 
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imaness the veiy worst ot the Italians/'-— 
^^ And db you call this being extremely to 
my taste?'* said Lewis. — "I speak of 
particular thstancesi^ and judge from the 
Hiramers of many I have seen ; hut I do 
allow that my countrywomen in general 
are more ci^tivating, though not perhaps 
iK> alluring, as the French and Italian ladies. 
And^ very possibly^ my youths and the .so* 
ciety I mixed with^ gave me but few op* 
portunities of knowing the most estimable 
ciiaracterst yet still I know enough of 
th6m> to be assm^d a lad of sentiment like 
you will be pleased with our English belles/* 

'* Very wdl/' returned Lewis, ^^ I am 
already prejudiced in their favour; but I 
shall have little time or opportunity to 
45tudy female characters, and am too insig^ 
nificant in myself to attract their notice— 
a low bom foreigner will have no claims 
to their attention/* — "You are in an error 
th^> I as5ui:e you/* said Douglas, '^ the 
K.3 pride 
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pride of aristocracy is not carried to siich 
lengths in England, as to render persons 
of good sense and discrimination blind to 
the merit of any .individual if brought for- 
,ward to their notice. - Talents and man* 
ners will always command attention and 
respect — ^and persons of the highest rank 
will bow to the aristocracy of genius." 

" That is very possible/' returned 
Lewis, *^ shining abilities may force their 
way and commtod respect; but I am 
epeaking of an obscure, individual without 
talents, one who has every thing to learn, 
nothing to communicate."—'^ Well, well," 
said Douglas, '^ trust to chance, yotr have 
nothing to fear ; a/modesi foreigner will bq 
a recommendation alone for its singularity, 
had you no other pretensions.*' 

Here their conversation ended, on being 
informed the wind was fair, and the packet 
ready Jto saiU and contrary to the wish of 

Lewis, 
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Lewis^ Douglas determined to go on board 
directly. 

Our travellers arrived safe hi London^ 
and Douglas ordered the carriage to set 
them down at the Royal Hotel, in Pall- 
Mall^ from whence he sent a messenger to 
apprise his father of his arrival, not having 
spirits to encouitter an abrupt appearance 
at the house. . He was prevailed upon to 
take pretty freely of refreshments, to 
strengthen his mind and his spirits; and 
when the carriage of Mr. Douglas stopped 
at the door, Lewis hastened to meet, and 
prepare him for an interview, lest his emo- 
tions on seeing his altered son should affect 
the poor invalid too much. — Mr. Douglas 
warmly thanked Lewis for his kind pre- 
caution, and followed him. As the young 
man was rising to receive his father, he 
rushed into his arms, — " Thank Heaven, 
my beloved Frederic, that I see you safe in 
England, and much better in looks than I 
K4 expected!" 
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expected!*'— This seasonable obaervatioh 
caused Douglas to exert himself; and after 
the most affectionate expressions on both 
rides, he asked for his sister. — ^* She is 
iveU^p God be praised, and impatient to see 
you. Your kind letter/* addedMr. Doi^« 
las^ turning to Lewis, ^ for -which I can 
never enough thank you, came in thne to 
save me from the heaviest, the most ine- 
parable of all misfortunes/' 

^ YoQ alarm me greatly,** exclaimed 
Frederic. ^^ And you will condemn me as 
severely,** returned his father; ^* but 'tis a 
mortification I have deserved^ and wiU not 
shrink from, to confess to you both, that I 
was on the point of marrying that too 
beautiful, that infamous Countess^ whose 
diaracttr you pardy developed, and who 
has since confirmed the very worst. of yonr 
SUSpicions.*'~-*^ Marrying, marrying Ele- 
anoraP* cried Douglas, ^^ monstrous! im« 
possible !-"-^She dared not, she could not 

be 
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be so utterly abandoned as to think of it. 
•^Heavans! marry herT 

^^ You are so much agitated^ my son, 
that I wUl not entef "into the particulars of 
my unpardonable folly now — your sister 
shall relate it all ; let us at present think 
only of our happiness Jn meeting thus, so 
much more to my comfort than I dared to 
expect. Mr. Berthier," added he, taking 
the hand of Lewis with a friendly shake> 
*^ in my house you will consider yourself 
at home, my best services shall bexxerted 
in every way that I can be useful to you.'* 

Lewis modestly acknowledged his sense 
of this kindness, and they shortly after pro- 
ceeded to Hanover-Square, with much less 
appearance of agitation on the part of young 
Douglas than could have been hoped for. 
But his apparent tranquillity was less the 
effect of ease or satisfaction, than of asto- 
nishment and deep reflection.— All his fa-' 
K b culties 
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culties were locked up in mute wonder, re- 
flecting on what he could not comprehend, 
— the intended marriage of his father.— 
If it were posi^ble to believe that Eleanora 
could be so abandoned as to entertain a 
thought of such a connexion, she must be 
the worst of all vile women, and he would; 
nay, he was sure that he could drive her 
from his heart forever. But, then again, 
what was become of the Count? — ^How 
was it that she was introduced as his wife so 
very lately, and now received the addresses 
of another man?— ^Lost in a whirl of. re- 
flection, they stopped at the house, and 
were presently w elcomed by the lovely and 
mteire^ing Fidelia^ 



The volatile spirits of Frederic Douglas, 
no longer in that turbulence of juvenile 
gaiety, which took in a hundred objects at 
once, without dwelling on any, — who, in 
the novelty of the scene at the convent, and 
the amusement he was in a moment plann- 
ing 



y Google 



ARDENNB F0BE3T* , 203 

ingfor himself, had scarcely time to con- 
template his new-found sister, otherwise 
than as a d— d fine girl, — ^was extremely, 
struck by her appearance and manners, — so- 
elegant, so soft and affectionate, that he 
gazed on her with a delight that for some 
moments superseded all other' ideas. Nor. 
did Lewis view her with that abstractednest^^ 
of attention he generally threw on other 
females. — ^He had seen her but once be- 
fore, yet he was sensible of her great im- 
provement in a very short space of time. — 
A few months had done wonders, and tho' 
she doubtless derived some advantages from . 
dress, yet her own native loveliness was suf- 
ficiently attractive. 

Fidelia's vanity, for she was a female,. 
and had been taught to estimate the value 
of beauty > by the unbounded admiration v 
she had met with, — her vanity^. however,. 

in thisinstance, received no gratification; 

the joy of seeing a brother had swallowed: 

up'? 
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up all lesser con^derations, and she was so 
abscH-bed in contemplating the ravages 
which sickness and imbecility of mind had 
made in the once handsome person of 
Douglas^ that she paid very little attention 
to the visible admiration her own person 
excited. 

The young man could not be insensible 
to the affectionate cares of his father and 
sister, — ^he strove to be cheerful and talk on 
desultory subjects; and Lewis began to en- 
tertain a hope, that being with those tender 
relatives, and obliged to make an effort to- 
wards cheerfulness, the very endeavour 
might grow into habit and have a good 
dFect upon his constitution. 

They separated at an early hour^ and the 
following morning Lewis found himself the 
first that entered the breakfast room.— • 
He was presently joined by Fidelia, who 
asked him a number of questions relative 

• to 
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to her brother, and of his intimacy with 
Eleanora. The subject being of a delicate 
nature, he chose to refier her to her brother, 
from whom she might expect an unreserved 
communication, — ^at the same time taking 
the liberty to enquire if the Countess was a 
widow? "A widow r* cried she, "Ida 
not believe she ever was a wife — tho* she 
told a strange story of a former wife coming 
to England after the 0>unt, whose claims 
he could not evade, as she was introduced 
by. letters to the Ambassador;-~which 
claims had caused his sudden disappearance, 
leaving her a-much wrcmged and cruelly 
deceived woman. 

*^ On their first arrival in England, she 
was introduced and received as his wife,'' 
continued Fidelia, " I met her several 
times at the house of a friend; — ^I was 
charmed with her, for she really is a most 
fascinating woman; we became well ac- 
quainted, and when she understood I was 

sister 
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sister to Frederic, she spared no pains to 
engage my regards> and to- become intimate 
with my father, whose esteem die was very 
desirous to obtain. She came to us one 
moniing, apparently in agonies of distress, 
said she was the most abused and mo^ ill- 
treated of women, and then related die fine 
story I have told you;^^with the additional, 
circumstances, that having resided, in a 
ready' furnished house, in. Wimpole- 
Street, the day preceding, his dejwture he 
had gone . and discharged every, demand 
uport him up to that very day, leaving or- 
ders with every one tt) claim .^nd receive the. 
several articles of plate, chiwa, &c. which 
they had been accommodated.vvith.. 

'^ In short, he was gone, — the brokercame 
to take possession of his house,— the. trades- 
people of tlieir property, — and tho' die was 
not destitute of money, yet prudence, and 
feeling revolted against, engaging herself to 
continue an expensive establishment,, that 

must 
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mvsA co(nsiderably injure her;— -she had^ 
therefore, flown distractedly from the 
house^ with only two faithful attendants,-— 
and now^ abandoned, deeeived and 
wretched, — in a strange country, — ^her 
reputation lost,, however innocently for- 
feited by her, she had to seek a temporary 
asylum, till she could return to her own» 
country, and bury her wrongs and her 
miseries in a cloyster for the short remnant 
of her days*. 

" This fine romance, fcr such it proved 
to be, accompanied hy a shower of tears^ 
from the most beautiful eyes I ever sawy 
had an immediate efiect upon the softness 
of my father's disposition.— He offered his 
house, and every accommodation to this 
charming mourner, — ^besought her to re^ 
ceive consolation from- her friends^ who 
must all esteem her as an innocent^ much- 
wronged woman. I cannot attempt to re*- 
peat one quarter of what passed between 

them 



y Google 



208 THB FSA8ANT OF 

than, of (KHnpliments, condolements, ofibrs 
of service, and the overflowing gratitude 
she expressed in return. — Bolt to shorten 
my story, she and her servants fisted their 
abode here, in a few days afier my father 
had written to Frederic. I know not how 
it was that I could not feel so perfectly sa« 
tisfied with herrdation, as my father ap* 
peared to be; but it was strange that a no* 
bli^man should introduce this lady in public 
by his name, if another wife had cl^ms 
upon him, since their rank and situation 
must throw them into general notice, arid 
inevitably lead to a discovery of his former 
marriage, among persons of his own nation 
and acquaintance. I hope^ and believe I 
am neither suspicious, selfish, or unchari- 
table;^ — I \^as also almost a stranger to* the 
w<H'ld, and to the artifices of designing 
people/ — yet 'tis most certain, though 
wholly unaccountable to myself, that from 
the moment she became an inmatfe of my 
father*s house, my regards insensibly de« 

clined. 



y Google 



AKDBfril£ FOREST; dOQ 

cKned. I pctured to myself my own feel* 
kigs^ in a situation so deplorable as her's, 
and sfanddered at the p(Btrait.~-I exa^ 
mined her under that imprassioh^ there 
was nothitag heartfek;<*^a volubiUty of 
tongue^ much, violent dedama^n on her 
wrongSj but it was rage^ and a shew of 
words^-*4io real sorrow— no psinful humi« 
fiafcian, that called for a tender coamusem-* 
tion of her unfortunate destinyi On the 
eontrary,. she dressed sapcthljy threw out 
the most attractive graces^ paid a world of 
delicate compliments to my father^ apid 
when she saw him charmed by her really 
beautiful person^ and gratified by her at-» 
taitions,— then the scene chsmged^^-^hen 
she i0rould lament her forlbm state in a 
strange country ,-*^xecrate the cruel wretch 
^o had hnposed upon her artless affection^ 
--4}oast of the o^ers die had refused,-— 
and wringing her hands, deplwe the hopx>r 
she must experience in returning to her 
own country; 

ti For 
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^^ For the first week! was a witness to 
these lamentations and declamatory sor- 
rows; but after that period my company 
was not sought for. She looked coldly on 
me, treated me with a forced respect, and 
studied civility. My father and she had 
long private conferences, and novice as I 
was, in the language of the eyes^ or in the 
feelings of the heart, I quickly perceived a 
secret underst^ding-r~a mysterious and 
studied concealment of their sentiments ; — 
for when I was present they spake litde,. 
but their looks said a great deal. I grew 
extremely unpasy — I applied to the friend 
who had introduced me to this ci-devant 
Countess, but fearful of saying too much, 
my vague enquiri'^^s procured but slender 
information ; for she seemed to know very 
little of her real rank or character, but 
being pasajonately fond of foreigners, had 
sought the acquaintance, taking her re^ 
spectabilityon tnist, from the brilliancy ot 
their establishment and title.. 

^^ Whibt 
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Whilst I was thus 4istres9ed in my 
iDind^ one momipg my father entered my 
dressing room, and aifter a short prefece, 
said,—- ^^ My dear Fidelia, you have never 
known the happiness of having a mother,* 
— ^the pne pature gave y6u inhumanly 
disowned you. I am solicitous to re- 
pair that misfortune J)y giving you an ami- 
able, tender parent^ in an afi^tionate and 
sincere friend. — In one word I intend to 
marry the .adorable, much-wronged wo- 
ma,n, who honours us by her regard i — in 
restoring her to society as my wife, I shall 
silence .malice, and defeat calumny!'* 
Guess my astonishment and concern at this 
declaration. — " Marry, Sir, you jnarry 
this Italian lady!^ — ^my mother so very re- 
cently dead!" 

. *^ What then?" answered he, quickly, 
^^ she had long ceased to consider me as a 
husband, and her whole study had been to 
torment, rule, and contradict me. I owe 

nothing 
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nothing to her memory^ and for the talk ot 
the wwld, •tk not worth giving ene 
hour of happiness to obtain its sufierage^ of 
deprecate its malice. — ^The mere babble 
of a day is of little moment ;«^I have made 
up my mind, next vfeek you will share 
witii me the supreme pleasu^ of restoring 
peace to the mind of fin innocent sufferer^ 
and tfae.rdatiye terms of mother axKl daugh* 
ter wiU only confirm a sincere and tender 
afibcticm that she ieels for you.*' 

^* What could I oppose to a resdidtion 
so (irmly adopted ? I saw all my expected 

V happiness in the undivided affection of my 
hiher, on the point of being torn from me 
by an artAiI woman^ nor was it a selfish 
consideration only that distressed me;*^ 
little as I know of the world, and* still less of 
intriguing, unprincipled women, I had dis- 

' cemment enough to penetrate through the ^ 
veil that love had thrown over her to fas- 
cinate my poor father. 

^^But 
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. "^But my c^nionw^hed nothing against 
hex cY^mnSy and I saw the magnificent pre« 
parations for a has^ wedding on th^ eve 
pf being oopolu4ed> without the poivverto 
^pose or prevent them. I onct men« 
^ned my brother^s interest,*— I was cut 
9hort with) '^ My charming Eteanora dis- 
dains selfish views> neither Frederic nor you 
wiU be injured by this marriage, which i 
<^xpected from your. bt>a6ted a^eetion tp 
me^ and the friendship you professed finr 
her, would have been perfeetly accordant 
with your wishes for my happiness." 

*^ I was snenced;-~the fiidlowing day, 
(on the morrow of which they wa« to have 
been united,) your letter arrived. 

. " We were seated at breakfast,—*"^ A 
letter from Florence/* said. my father. I 
saw his intended bride change colour. — > 
^^ Did you write !o advise Mr. Douglas to 
go to the Spa?" a^ked she. "1 did, but 

that- 
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that letter could Viot have reached him when 
this left Florence ;-— 'tis Mr. Berthiet-'s 
hand, I hope Frederic is* rtot worse.'*— 
** You seem flurried/' said she, ^^ will you 
permit me to open it?" *^ We will finish 
our breakfast," returned he, ^* and read it 
in the library." I was vexed aftd hurt to 
see my father put it into his pocket. — In 
that moment a servant entered to acquaint 
her, that a French milliner and mantua-' 
maker waited her orders,— she rose, ** Mr. 
Douglas, Twill join you in the library, in 
ten minutes." ^^My dear Sir," said I, 
*^ do pray open the letter, something tells 
me it is of importance,— do pray read it 
here."' "What, after engaging Eleanora 
to read it in the library ? — Fidelia, do you 
know what you ask?" "Alas! Sir/' I 
replied, " I know too well the poor Fidelia 
has no longer a right to make any request, 
she has lost all interest in the bosom of her 
father ! ' ' Whether it was my countenance 
of tone of voice that touched him, I know 

notjj 
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not, but kindly taking my hand, ** No, my 
dear child> you have lost nothing, — ^you are 
as dear to me as ever, and, to gratify you, 
I will open the letter, tho' it wiU cost me 
an apology, which I shall place to your 
account/' 

*^ He directly broke the seal, cast his 
eyes^ over it as if preparing to read, started 
and his hand trembled.— Shocked at his 
agitation, I cried out, ** Ah ! Sir, my poor 
brother!'* He minded me not. But sprang 
from his chair,— ^^ Impossible!^ — ^What an 
infamous calumny, — ^it cannot be, 'tis 
impossible !" Tortured by fears of I knew 
not what, I was advancing towards him, 
when Eleanora entered, — ^she saw the letter 
in his ^and, and beheld his agitation,««-she 
seemed transfixed, — ^he ran and grasped her 
arm,— ^^ Madam," . said he, vith- the 
strongest emotions of voice and gesture I 
ever witnessed, ^* Madam, read, read, do 
yourself justice, and let me c^t from^ my 

heart 
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beatt Che unworthy aspersers of inno« 

cei&ee.^'— <3ood Heavens! if - ■ • ^ — but, no 

it Cannot he, — ^it is impossible!*' Pak as 
ideath> trembHng, aad isilenit, sbe to^ the 
letter^ but could scarcely have read sm 
lin^ before she tore the paper and flung it 
into the fire (which had been kindled at 
her request^, being very susceptible of cold). 
I happeped to be close to the spot^ and, as 
she turned in a violent rage to my &ther, 
I snatched up the pieces, which were barelj^ 
singed^ aiadput theiu into iny pocket* 

^^ The rage that took possessiois of her> 
threw hssc totally off her guard,, her whole 
person exhibited the futy, and herlanguage 
and ex^qratbns cannot be repeated* My 
&theF was actually terrified,-— the loves 
and^aees had flown, — ^he saw a woman 
whose pn^isions. and violence far exceeded 
every thing he had) seen in my late mothen 
She ran herself out of breath, denouncing 
cuvses and:yengeance on th^ two vile ca-» 

lumniators^ 
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Ivunniators at Fbrenee^ and insisted thsit 
Frederic and his profligate associate^ who 
thus aspersed virtue that hadL been supenor 
to all their joint arts^ ^lould be banished 
from his house and prfesenfee ifor ever ; or 
ishe would instantly break off the treaty of 
marriage^ and iaccept a nobleman whoiiad 
offered her his hand a very few days before^ 

^^ My father had sank into a chair over* 
^ome by her violente> and the tumult of 
his oiVn feelings* At length^^ when words 
could no longer be articulate, her rag^ 
vented itself in^ torrent of tears, which I 
saw moved him greatly. For my part, I 
was all ama^ement^ and dying with curio- 
sity to read the letter. My father arose,— »- 
'^ Either I have no longer a son, or we are 
parted for ever, if he could be base enough 
to employ the pen of another person, land 
oblige that person to join in a dark scheme 
to ruixj the character of an innocent lady 
— I hold him unworthy of my heart, or 

VPL. III. li ^^ 
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any future concern. — But if, dreadful if, 
there is a shadow of truth in thfe contents 
of that fatal letter, then, Madam, think, 
think what dishonour, what wretchedness, 
you w^e preparing for mie ! — ^But it cannot 
be, it is impossible, you cannot be the wo- 
man that letter describes. — Oh, Madam, 
clear yourself, be candid, tell me all your 
story. I will write to Florence, I will de- 
lay my marriage till I clear your fame, and 
by proofs overwhelm those wretches with 
confusion and remorse. — ^Yes, I will pimish 
them, and your character shall be unsullied 
before you honour me with your hand,** 

" Then, Sir," returned she, with an air 
of scorn, ^^ know, that I refuse my hand 
to you on such conditions.— -If you dare to 
doubt my honour, if you hesitate between 
your base son and me, and will not place 
implicit confidence in my truth, by mar- 
rying me to-morrow, I will now, this veiy 
night, withdraw myself from your house, 

and 
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and treat you with the contempt you 
merit, and take ample vengeance on the- 
two profligates at Florence/' 

f ^ I trembled for the resolution of my 
poor father, I saw he was in agonies; but 
honour triumphed over love, and the bare 
posability that some credit might be at* 
tached to the contents of the letter made 
him shudder. " Madam, too charming 
Eleanora, spare me the dreadful alternative, 
— I doubt not your innocence, I cannot, 
look on you and believe such crimes pos- 
sible ; but it becomes your character, and 
mine,, to have your fame cleared by un- 
questionable testimony, that I may be jus- 
tified in my choice of you, and for the 
reprobation of my son which must follow 
the conviction of your truth." 

^^ And this," said she, her eyes flashing 

fire, and her whole person agitated, '^ this 

is your determined resolution! ' ' My father 

L a bowed. 
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bowed, he could not speak. — *^ And ^us 
sort of your's is On his way to England?'* 
— " I will not receive him if he haa 
wronged you.'*— -^^ Jf he has wronged me 
—you doubt it then-*-you will wait far 
proofs?" — ^^ As a man of honour, as a 
parent, though my heart is lacerated, mjr 
mind racked and perplexed^ I ot^ht, I 
must do so/' 

^^ Weak^ shallow, wretchi then I have 
done with. you. — I go, I fly to that ge^ 
neraus tandid nobleman, who scorns to 
suspect the woman he lovfes because she 
has been unfortunate." — ^^Oh, Eleanora!" 
exclaimed my father, " do not be rash— 
a short, a very short time will restoi-e our 
peace.", — ^^ ilfme," returned she, con- 
temptuously, " is not broken; but ven- 
geance shall appease my wrongs! Adieu, 
Sir, adieu, my scheme of gaining your 
hand has Med; but let your son, and that 

impertinent 
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tbipertinent for^ter beware— I may y^t 
retaliate}:" 

" With the Toot of a 6end, she quitted 

the room. My father clasped hie hands^ 

— ^^ I have lost her !— Oh, if I find she is 

wroriged, dearly shall those destroyers of 

my happiness pay for their vile falsehoods ! ** 

I thai produced the torn letter, rescued 

fiom the flames, and besought him to 

read it through; that it was impossible any 

deception or calumny could be intended, 

|0 they were perfect strangers to his design 

of marrying— it was simply to guard me 

against an improper intimacy/ This re* 

mark struck him, he perused the letter at.^ 

•tentively, — " I fear,** said he, sighing, 

'* there is some truth in this account.**— 

•^ You fear it. Sir P^i— would it then please 

you that my brother and Mr» Berthiar 

should be villains?**— ^^ Oh, Fidelia!** an- 

swered he, '^ Eleanora has fast hold of my 

heart-*fluch a form, such a mind cannot 

L3 b9 
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be SO vile as she is painted in that letter •** 
— ■" Neither her form, or her mind ap- 
peared any way to her credit in the vio- 
lence of her passion; nor was it a proof 
of her innocence when she endeavoured to 
destroy the letter." — " You are right,*' 
returned he, ^^ she has indeed betrayed a 
violence, both in action and language, that 
I did not think her capable of. — But 
where can she ba gone to?-^pray ring 
and enquire." 

" I saw he struggled to impress the ago- 
nies he felt; and I endured little less for 
him, than he did for an unworthy woman. 
The servant informed us a hackney-coach 
had been sent for by the Countess., for she 

.retained her title in the family; and he 
imderstood that her female attendants 
were packing up trunks to leave the house. 

-My father, irresolute and half distracted, 
paced about the room in silence. — ^^ Would 
you wish me to see her. Sir?" — ^^ Yes," 

answered 
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Answered he, quickly, ^^ go, try your in- 
fluence, — ^tell her I am wretched ; entreat, 
beseech her to remain here, and justify 
herself." 

*' I withdrew, and sent up my name — 
the servant returned with an open note, — 
'^ I disclaim all further acquaintance with 
your family, but on one condition — ^im- 
plicit confidence. If your father comes 
repentant and sues for my hand, I will re- 
turn' his reliance on my truth by giving 
k to him to-morrow morning — if he doubts 
or hesitates, within one hour I leave his 
house and see him no more.— He must re- 
nounce his son or me.*^ 

^* I cannot express the indignation I felt^ 
it was visible in my countenance when I 
gave the paper into my father's hand.— 
^^ Cruel woman, equally proud and unjust ! 
— ^No, I will not renounce my son unheard 
—my heart may be tortured, but I will not 
L 4 forget 
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ibrget that I am a father^'* I was soc r^ 
jotced at a detefmination so little expected 
ihat I burst inta tears^ aiid pressed his 
hand to my bosom. He embraced me,— 
•^ My d^ar Fidelia, I am ashamed of my 
weakness; I will retire.'-^Yes, my child, be 
assured I wUl remember I have children 
who claim mjr first consideration." He 
hastily left me| and soc»i afi:er, that m* 
'j^eot^ abandon($d woman left th^e bouse^ 

*^ My father met me at the dinner table 
*-^he eat little and spake less, yet was ex** 
tremely kind in his manner to me. He 
soon left me to my unpleasant reflections, 
when they were interrupted by a request 
from a female servant of Eleanora's to be 
admitted to speak to me. I shuddered, I 
dreaded a conciliatory message, that might 
have an efFect upon the mind of my fatJier, 
but ordered her in however, I have already 
been too prolix, and shall not therefore 
repeat her information at length* I found 

she 



y Google 



ARDfiNKB FOHEST. 229 

she had quarrelled with her lady^« and in 
revenge came to develope her real cha- 
racter to me,— so little can the profligate 
depend upon their associates or servants 
This woman did not live with her when 
she left Floraice, she was hired in France, 
because she understood and spake English 
well. She told me the Count had utterly 
disclmmed her as his wife, that her bound- 
less extravagance, and shameless intimacy 
with a servant she had brought over, had ■ 
«o enraged him that they had perpetual • 
disputes; and soon after their arrival in^ 
England he had fomied another connexion, 
though he continued to live with her until I 
1;beir last quarrel and final separation^ he ^ 
then publicly declared she was not his wife, > 
but a mistress, who lived with him ^on a 
settlement .-^ He paid all his bills> dis* 
chained the house, and left her with the ' 
utmost indifference and contempt,. After 
the most violent execrations, she said U^ ^ 
my informant, she had one. card more to > 
L5.> play,. 
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play, she was certain Mr. Douglas greatly 
admired her — ^that he was a weak man, 
and she had no doubt, but with proper 
management, she might become his wife, 
which would be a glorious coup de main, 
mid a delightful triumph over Frederic 
Douglas and his sentimental sister. 

^^ This was. the substance of the wo- 
man's information, to which she added, 
that an English nobleman, my Lord E. 
had often paid her. lady much attention, 
and she believed that she meant to place 
herself under his protection. Every syl- 
lable of this I reported to my fether to 
effect his cure from a disgraceful passion. 
He was equally shocked and astonished 
that such a character could exist in a fe- 
male; and in part r it produced the effect 
I wished for. Within three days after, 
the papers announced the ci-devant Aus- 
trian Countess as the chere amie of Lord 
E. who was seen driving her in his pheaton 

through 
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through all the public streets and roads 
about' town. Then of course my 'father 
no longer retained a single doubt of her 
infamy, but returned thanks to Heaven for 
his most fortunate escape from the disgrace 
of her sex J* 

Here Fidelia closed her long narration^ 
which was not all delivered pr^ions. to the: 
breakfast — she had been obliged to break 
ofF^ and meet Lewis by appointment in the 
library, to finish her tale. Little did she 
suppose the vile Eleanora had been actually 
the mistress of Frederic.^ — ^Lewis had men- 
tioned her as ^^ a woman of known in- 
trigue and. abandoned morals, as the mis-- 
tress of the Count, and of a character sa 
infamous, that it must irreparably injure 
and disgrace Miss Douglas if she was seen* 
as her companion* — And this account 
Frederic pledged his honour for the truth^, 
as she was well known' to him.*' 



FidcGai 
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Fidelia again enquired by Mfhat meani 
Eleanora became so well known to her 
brother,— <-^' You will excuse my freedom 
with you, Mr. Berthier,^' said she, " but 
the kind regard which I have heard my 
charming friend Hermine express for yott 
and your worthy mother, and the fiiexidly 
attentions you have shewn to my brother, 
lead me to consider you as an old ac* 
quaintance." " You do me great honour. 
Madam," rq>lied he> " but I thir^ you 
will pardon me, if, as to your question, I 
rrfer you to Mr. Douglas. — ^Happy, most 
happy is It for all the family, that the 
dreadful intended marriage was broken off. 
I Judder to think any woman could be so 
vile as, that abandoned Eleanora; — but if 
you please, we will drop the subject/* 

**'And change it to one equally in- 
teresting, the amiable and much valued 
friend I just now mentiOnedr-K^aa you tdB 
me any thing of her?" JVith great de- 
light. 
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Jight^ Lewis communicated to her his ac- 
dd^ital acquaintance with Lady ScMnerset, 
and the expected hapjnness she hoped to 
ergoy in the recovery of her long lost 
niece, with their very probable return td- 
gfther in a short time. Fidelia was trans- 
ported, — ^^ Oh/' cried she, " of how many 
hours of happiness have you deprived me, 
by concealing till now this information so 
interesting to my heart!** 

*' I hope,'^ returned Lewis> *' that I can 
plead not guilty to the charge, since till 
this hour, that your narrative was finished, 
I had no opportunity of communicating it/* 
*^ I stand corrected,'* said she, smiling, 
^' and you have genteelly reprimanded me 
for my talkativeness; but indeed, indeed 
you know not^ M4iat exquisite delight I feel 
in the hope of sedng her in England.-— 
Ah ! why does she not write, and confirm 
this hope ?'^ Lewis " had no doubt, but 
tiie Lady JETtprmme would do so." ^^ Lady 

Hermine," 
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Heraiine/* repeated Fidelia, " that's true, 
she is no longer an unknown, unprotected 
orphan.— Ah ! Mr. Berthier, what a change 
in our circumstances since I had first the 
happiness of knowing that invaluable friend ! 
. — /The advantages I derived from her in- 
structions and. conversation are incalculably 
great." 

Iicwts was charmed by the grateful af-r 
fection of Fidelia. " How beautiful she 
is!" thought he, *^ what an amiable young 
woman ! she must certainly have an ex<- 
cellent heart,, since she loves goodness, and 
feels gratitude.-r^hat a pair of friends J 
and how highly am I honoured in their 
notice!" The entrance of Mr., Douglas 
and his son, interrupted his reverie, which 
had excited some emotions in the bosom 
of Fidelia, from the language of his eyes..' 

^^ Mr. Berthier," said the elder Doug- 
fes, *^ I have learnt from my son some part 

of 
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of the infinite obligations we both owe to 
your unremitting attentions, to which in aH 
probability I am indebted for his life; — 
nay more, for he frankly ascribes a refor- 
mation in his mind and manners, in great 
part to the humiliation he endured in your 
acknowledged superiority in natural good 
sense, and propriety of conductJ' 

*' Dear Sir,** cried Lewis, more abashed 
than pleased, ^^ Mr. Douglas does less than 
justice to himself, and very greatly over- 
rates my services." ^ 'Tis thus that mo- 
dest merit judges of itself,'* returned Mr* 
Douglas, " however you must allow us to 
hold our own opinion, and act from our 
feelings. — ^But more of this another time^ 

'^ I have been hearing a tale of horror^ 
— your friend has not spared himself in 
his account of that detestable woman, 
whom^ but for the kind interference of 
Providence, I i^uld have made my wife* 

What 
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What a fiend in an angdic form! — ^>^at 
her motives could be for such an infernal 
scheme, I know not ; for it doe^ not ap- 
pear to me that Frederic eva: offended 
her, consequently not even revenge for 
an iiguiy, could have givai rise to a de- 
sign so infamous — so horrible/* 

*^ Spoak of her no more,'* said young 
Douglas,. *^ I detest her very name;-^— 
but to her unheard of atrocity, I am^^ 
I hope, indebted for my cure. — My 
health has sank under the disease of 
mind, returning peace may possibly 
have the same influence in a diSerent 
operation.** 

They all joined cordially in the wisb^ 
and breathed the same hope; — and soon 
after tJiey went to air in Mr. Doug- 
las's carriage, that Lewis might call at 
Lady Somerset's house, and ddiver her 
letter to her Maitre d'HKeL 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. xxm. 



JL HE steward had already received 9 
letter from his lady, written previous to her 
leaving Florence, with orders to receive 
Mr. Berthier with respect, and to prepare 
every accommodation for him ;&» one of 
her best friends ;-^but the Douglas family 
would not admit of his leaving them, and 
therefore ILewis only requested to be in* 
formed of his lady's health whenever he 
should haye a letter from the Continent, 
ITiey drove to Hyde Paric whiqh happened 
to be pretty iuH of company, and our 

peasant 
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peasant was equally astonished and de* 
lighted with th? novelty of the scene, 
and the charms of the English ladies, 
whose style of beauty was more to the 
taste of Lewis, than the highly coloured 
faces of the Italians, and French ladies. 

They had driven three times round 
the ride, and were near the gate in- 
tending to return, when their carriage 
was obliged to give way to a superb 
phaeton and four, which 4rove furiously 
throqghj but not without the la4y in it 
befeg recognised by the party hi the 
coaehj as the infamous Eleanora;— ^neither 
did Douglas or Berthier escape her no- 
tice, both their heads bending towards 
the window, 

Lewis uttered an exclamation, and in 
. turning, beheld his young friend eirtremely 
agitated, and pale as death. The elder 
Douglas w^ not unmoved, but indigna- 
tion 
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tidn seemed to be his predominant 
feeling. Tidelia was shocked at her ef- 
frontery, and hurt to see its effects on 
her relatives; — ^byt all for some moments 
seemed wrapped in their own reflections* 

Mr. Douglas was the first to break 
the general, silence. ^* Shall we lengthen 
our ride through Kensington?'* "No,'* 
replied Frederic, /* I feel very unwell, if 
you please I would rather go home."— 
When they alighted the younger Doug- 
las took the arm of Lewis, and drew him 
into a private room. Sinking into a chair, 
he exclaimed, *^0b, how I hate and 
despise myself!" 

'* Do not indulge such an injurious 
idea. I am not surprised that you should 
be disconcerted on seeing a woman of 
,such vile principles whom you once 
. loved." " Once loved," repeated Doug- 
las, '" oh, B^rthier! still, still I doat on 

her. 
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her^— sheis fixed ift my heart.-— I vainljp 
hoped a conviction of her uncommoa 
baseness mxist have eradicated every tender 
sentiment;— but the^ passing glance shot 
from her beautiftU eyes, have convinced 
me of the fallacy of that hope..— Oh^ 
how beautiful sh^^ looked! Why have 
not I a fortune to gratify her desires^ 
a&d m^e me happy ?'* 

Lewiis, equally astonisked and grieved' 
Ibr this weak young man, whose passion for 
an unworthy woman, no conviction of hm 
baseness,^ no j^udgment, no reason could 
controul, stood for some moments looking 
cm. him with the- sinperest compassion.— ^ 
Before he had recovered to speak,. Mr,, 
Douglas entered, ** Frederic^*' said he, 
visibly agitated, ^^ I trust you will not 
think me indifierent or insensible to the 
pleasure a parent must feel in the retum 
of a beloved son,-«.^if I forego my own gra- 
tification! and seek tp restorfe your health 

and 
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tti^ peacfe, hy promoting a little excursion 
for , you mi Mr. Bertbieri, to visit yoxxt 
uncte. Lord Douglas; ^ho is so entitely 
-crippled and tofeebled by the gout, as td 
make it impossible for hhn to travel, and 
therefore your Visit is a compliment he 
iias a right to expect**' 

^^ i do not wfeh to leave town yet,'* an* 
^wered Frederic^ languidly^ ^' but if you 
<x)mmand me, Sir, *— " *^ 'Comrmndyouy'' 
returned Mr, Douglas, ^^ no, my son, 1 
^peak my wishes only; — if you are not yet 
mifficiently recovered from your fatigue ot \ 
travelling, take another week, and in the 
mean time we wilhgo to Richmond."*-* 
^^ No, no," exclaimeft the poor youth, " 1 
must have rest, I. cannot leave town, — ^to 
air in the Park is enough for me»" Mr* 
Douglas mildly replied, " Use your owtt 
pleasure, my son," but he turned his eyes on 
Lewis, as he left the room, with an expressive 
look that i4>ake the anguish of his mind. 

Lewis 
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Lewis was still silent, when young Doug" 
las, looking attentively on him, said, ^^ I 
can translate yoiir thoughts, because I 
know what Ideserve they should be; — ^but. 
argument avails nothing; I have struggled 
with this fatal love till it has destroyed my 
health, as well as my peace.— ^I know all 
you can of ought to say, for I have said/ 
everything to myself that reason, principle, 
honour, and pride can suggest, against a 
shameful and criminal passion. — ^Pity the 
weakness of my heart, and that hereditary 
imbecility of mind which has made me but 
too closely copy my father, in being the 
slave-of a woman." " But," said Lewis, 
*^you will pardon me if I observe, that the 
example should have a different effect, and 
warn you from indulging a weakness so 
destructive. Your mother, I have heard 
you say, had great firmness of mind, — ^why 
not take a lesson from her?" ^^I have 
already told you," answered he, " that I 
resemble both in disposition — ^weakness 

and 
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and obstinacy; — in short, this passion, — 
give it what name you please, it cannot be 
too harsh, makes my fate, and stamps it' 
with misery and death,— for I cannot live 
without Eleanora!" He then arose, and 
walked feebly into another room. 

Lewis immediately sought an interview 
with Fidelia, he found her much agitated 
by contradictory emotions of joy and sor- 
row. — On entering the house she had been 
presented with a letter from Hermine, dated 
from Brussels, with a concise account of 
the fortunate change in her situation, and 
her hope of being in En^and in a few 
weeks. Scarcely had she perused this most 
welcome letter when her fatfier entered, 
and, visibly affected, expressed his fears for 
the life of his beloved son. ^^ He is cer- 
tainly in a dangerous way," said he, '** and 
the air of London cannot be favourable to 
him ;— the transient view of that vile wo- 
man, to-day, has hurt him greatly. — 

What 
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What tan he done ?-^He will not leavd 
town, and whenever be goes out will be in 
'danger of snch another encounter >— I con- 
fess that I was shocked not a little, but 
poor Frederic suffers still more ^-^--Fideliaj 
my dear child, think what can be done fot 
your brother, to restore his peece of mind ; 
I will have a c<!>nsultation of physicians dii$ 
iday, but I fear internal disease will b^e 
ievery effort <)f medicine*** 

Mr. Douglas had scarcely left the room 
before Lewis entered,*— a long and inter- 
esting Conversation took place> the result d 
which was, Fidelia's visit to her brother.—- 
From this she derived neither hope nor 
comfort, his spirits were so visibly de- 
pressed, that it was impossible to urge the 
subject of her embassy with the earnestness 
she wished, 2^d she was soon convinced 
that reason was vainly opposed against tba 
feelings of the heart. 

Xhe 



y Google 



ARDE^KS FOREST. 241 

Trhe physicians were consulted^ — ^they 
frankly declared the case to be a hopeless 
o»e^ unless some stroAg exertions were 
made by the patient hioiself. They could 
<Mfily advise change of air, and a succession 
xJf new objects to amuse the mind, Mr, 
Douglas was almost distracted, Fidelia 
overwhelmed fey sorrow, and I^ewis little 
less a sufferer thaii either.— Frederic was 
not insensible to the ^ pain he gave, he 
struggled to exert himsdf, at times affected 
cheerfulness, took the air evety day in 
the Park, round Kensington and the en- 
virons of the town, but would not hear of 
going intOv the country^ tho* the town 
thinned very fa^t, and people were cfouding 
to the watering places* 

Three or four days passed this way, in 
none of their excursions had they again 
met the fatal enchantress ;-^-his eager looks 
into every carriage too plainly spake his 
hope and desire of seeing the woman he 
VOL.. III. M • both 
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both loved and detested. It was the sixth 
day from -the one on which they had seen 
Eleanora in the Park, when, after a very 
bad night, young Douglas appeared to be 
so ill that his father again urged him to go 
to Bristol. " I will go^ since you are so 
very desirous of it j^* answered he, ^^altho* 
I am certain I shall derive no benefit from 
change of place, — ^but yet, I will not be 
ungrateful for your goodness, Sir. — I am 
ready to attend you whenever you please, 
the sooner the better." Mr. DouglasL 
waited to hear no more, but rose with ala- 
crity to order the necessary accommoda- 
tions for the invalid, purposing to set off 
the following day. 

lii the evening, about dusk, Lewis re- 
ceived a note, written in French, and 
brought by a waiter from a coffee-house, 
in Bond-Street, containing a gentleman's 
compliments to Mr. Berthier, requesting 
to see him for ten minutes, at the coffee- 
house. 
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house, on business of much import, and 
great consequence to his friend, Mr. Fre- 
dieric Douglas; at the same time, he must 
desire this requested interview should not 
be mentioned to the family till his return 
to the Square, 

The elder Mr. Douglas was from hotne, 
the young one reclining on a sofa, appa- 
rently in a doze,^ Fidelia had been netting 
by his side. — ^Lewis had risen softly, and 
stole to the stair-case to read the note by 
the lamp. — He asked for the bearer, who 
was known to the servant as one of the 
waiters, and^ who told him his employer 
was a respectable elderly looking gentleman. 
— Lewis, without hesitation, promised tp 
follow him immediately; . and fearful of 
disturbing Douglas, chose not to return to 
the room, but bade the servant, if his 
master or young lady should ask for him, 
to say he was stepped out, and should •soon 
j'etum. 

M2 Ifc 
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He then left the house, and turned into 
Little-Brook-Street, well knowing the way, 
from having accompanied the elder Douglas 
to the very same cofFee-house a few days 
before. Just as he had cleared the comer, 
he saw a coach drawn up agqinst the stable 
wall of the corner house ; and in the mo- 
ment that he advanced near it he was tripped 
up by one man> whilst two others laid hold 
of him, and stopping his mouth, put him 
into the carriage. The whdle buaineas was 
so momentary, thgt surprise would have 
effectually tied his tongue had he not been 
impeded from speaking. — One only person 
was passing, who on halting was told, ^^ it 
was a French gentleman they had arrested." 
The passenger went on, and the coach 
drove rapidly off. j ^ 

Lewis knew so little of the English lan- 
guage, that he understood nothing that was 
said ^* and to his questions in French they 
only laughed. — ^The blinds were drawn up, 

. . and 
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and his hands forcibly held; and he soon 
perceived that the note had been a decep- 
tion^ and that he was way .laid to be carried 
off. During, his residency in Florence, he 
had heard o( frequent adventures of this 
kind — ^they were not unusual there; and * 
being a stranger to the customs and man- 
ners of the English, he was less surfn-ised 
tiian concerned to find himself the hero 
of a scheme, which he apprehended would 
terminate very unpleasantly, unless he 
should be mistaken for another person> 
which seemed to be a forlorti hope. The 
anxiety h\$ friends would suffer, was not 
the least of his vexatbns. 

The carriage drove at a great rate for 
some time, and when it stopped it was 
totally dark. He was taken from the 
coadh and led up a gravel walk, when, 
having ascended a flight of steps, a bell 
was rung, the door opened, and he entered 
into a smadl hall, poorly lighted, just i^ffi- 
M 3 ciently 
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ciendy to discern the surrounding object^-^ 
Resistance he was well convinced would 
avail nothing, therefore when the man who 
opened the door desired he would follow 
him, pointing to the stair-case, he quietly 
ascended it,, and attended his conductor 
into a vety decent apartment, where lights 
were placed on the table* — The man 
reached a chair to him, bowed, and re- 
tired, locking the door outside. L6wis was 
by no means easy, he paced about the room 
for some minutes. — ^There was an opposite 
door^ he tried that, it was alsa locked.—^ 
Presently the man returned with wine, 
,cakes, and sweetmeats, which he placed on 
the table. He observed the fellows who 
came in the carriage stood at the door, as 
if to prevent any attempt at esciaping, 
therefore he took no notice, hut continued 
walking about until they had all withdrawn 
and again locked the door. ^^ I am -then 
a prisoner," thought Lewis, ^^ handsomely 
treated however/' He heard a key put 

into 
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into the lock of the other door, turned 
round, and in the same moment beheld — 
Eleahora ! 

Surprise almost petrified him — ^lie stood 
gazing on h$r witliout moving. She ad- 
vanced, smiling, and took his hand, — '' My 
young friend, I am glad to see }^u in Eng- 
land. — What, <lumb! — I flatter myself a 
pleasing surprise thus locks up your senses. 
You doubtless expected some grim tyrant 
man, with a dagger and a draught of poi- 
son,, instead of a pretty woman and elegant 
refreshments. But come, descend from 
your altitudes, my dear Berthier, and take 
a glass to our happy acquaintance." " I am 
indeed overpowered by surprise," returned 
he, and can scarcely believe I am awake. — 
For Heaven's sake, Madam, inform me 
for what purpose I am forcibly brought 
hither?" She burst into a fit of laughing, 
•— ^^ To give me the agreeable entertain- 
ment of initiating you into the pleasures of 
M4 life— 
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Kfe — ^to raise you from the obscurity of 
your birth, and give you notoriety of cha- 
racter. — In short, for I bate circumlocution^ 
in one word I love you!" — *^ Madam P* 
exclaimed Lewis, interrupting her, *' me, 
love riie! — Surely you do intend to divert 
yourself at my expence/* 

" And what is there pmy so incredible 
in the idea that I should take a fancy to 
you?" returned she. -—^^ With all your 
peasantry and forest humility, you cannot 
be blind Ui your very handsome person.— 
I have long had an affection for you, and 
intended that boy, Frederic, for my tool; 
but whether from his jealousy, your foolish 
partiality for another, or humble opinion of 
yourself — ^whether either, or all of these 
causes combined I know not, but certainly 
you were very blind to your own interest, 
And kept doof from me." ** You must 
pardon me," said Lewis, " if I tell you 
plainly. Madam, that you were as much 

above 
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above my regards^ as I feel mysdf below 
your's; — I have no ambition to succeed 
my unhappy friend^ \siio is, I fear dyings . 
a victim to your perfidy and ungenerous 
conduct.— But what can be said in excuse 
for the horrid design you had to marry his 
father? — Oh! Madam, talk not of love, 
the word is prqfaned from your lips!'* 

*^ Indeed!" said she, rising, I perceive 
the meanness of your origin still holds an 
influence over your sentiments — ^you -have 
profited little yet since your introduction 
into the world, and I reserve to myself the 
improvement in your manners and know- 
ledge of life. In truth, my good friend," 
added she> softly, and with a malicious 
smile, - ^^ you have much to learn ; your 
Caroline was a simple chit that knew no- 
thing, but I do not despair of throwing a 
little life into your composition, and it will. 
be your own fault if your future destiny be 
not happy and. enviable/' 

M5 Though: 
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Though she endeavoured to repress her 
vexation^ and affect a pleasantry in her 
manner, she walked the room with a dis- 
ordered air; — ^whilst Lewis, to whom she 
appeared in the most odious light, painfully 
affected by the name of Caroline, sat buried 
in reflection. After surveying him a mo-^ 
ment ia silence, she resumed hier seat,: — 
^^ Propitious be your silencQ, my dear Ber- 
thier, — ^you shall be my pupil, and I dare 
assure you that you will have a very gentle 
mistress ;:^from my instructions you will 
derive pleasure, and a knowledge, of the 
world." 

''^ r "am perfectly content in my igno^ 
nance,'* returned Lewis, *^ I should: prove 
a very dull and indocile scholar, therefore^. 
Madam, as your time and attention will 
be enticely thrown away, permit^me to re- 
turn: inmiediately to my friends.'* " Do 
you think me such an egregious fool, thus 
to be bafiled in my plans by a blind pec- 

wrse 
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verse youth, insensible to the happiness pre-^ * 
pared for him ? No, no, Mr. Berthier, L. 
have long liked you, and had this very plan 
in view when at Florence ; — ^but that Aus- 
trian Count coming in my way, flattered 
my vanity and ambition^ — and for a time 
they predominated over love. I came to 
England with him, — ^the admiration I ob- 
tained, and my introduction into this coun- 
try, under the sanction of his name, were 
so gratifying, that I really forgot my hand- 
some forester. — I was awakened from thii^ 
flattering illusion, by the inconstancy of 
the Austrian, who presumed to questiom 
my conduct, as an excuse for his own de- 
fection.r— We quarrelled — ^he ungienerously.- 
disposed of every thing — and suddenly left 
England with a famous public singer. — \. 
was desperate and undone, except being - 
rich in jewels •. 

*^ I had become acquainted with that 
little uninformed prude^.Fidelia Douglas, ofi' 

aourse:' 
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course with her father.— The fastidious^ 
scruples of what is called virtue, I had long 
despised — I think nothing infamous but 
poverty, and the contempt that attends 
it. — ^I had never cared for Frederic Doug- 
las, but to have an Englishman in my 
train ; — ^I hated Fidelil for her prudery.-— 
In marrying the father, I should mortify 
the children, ,be restored to society, and 
have the. prospect of being an English 
Peeress. 

^' Such were my views, and what, Sir^ 
have you to answer for, in rendering all my 
schemes abortive,-— in ^ covering me with 
confusion and disgrace, before creatures 
whom. I designed )to be the tools of my 
ambition ! Do you think I did aot vow 
revenge? I did, and still sware vengeance 
shall fall on that family and yourself, if 
you do not ward off the blow that shall 
crush you all. 

" Hear 
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^^ Hear me out/* cried she haughtily, 
perceiving Lewis about to speak. — ^' When' 
I quitted the Douglas house, I flew to my 
Lord E. who had taken some pains to 
prove his admiration of me, in the short 
time we redded in Paris — ^but then I was 
closely attached to the Austrian ;-^t was 
only a few days before, that I heard of his 
arrival in England. 

*' He received me with rapture, offered 
me a splendid establishment, and settled 
me to the extent of my wishes. — ^But do 
not suppose that the spirit of revenge was 
Spbdued^^I have kept an observant eye 
upon the Douglas family. Money is the 
great wheel that sets every engine to work, 
— ^^d while I can command that, niy 
schemes cannot failw I soon learnt that 
you were in England-— I contrived to see 
you unobserved— I perceived the simple 
youth, your companion^ was a mere sha^ 
dow of himself.'* 

" Yes/* 
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*^ Yes/' cried Lewis, ^^ my unhappy 
friend is a victim to your perfidy and in- 
gratitude " " Perfidy and ingratitude," 
repeated she, laughing, *^ fine romantic 
wotds, but of no import; — for I make ho 
professions of constancy, and own no obli- 
gations to the: maU' who attaches himself 
to me from the impulse of his passions. — 
But to conclude at onc.e, I felt my former 
liking of yoB return with encreased fer- 
vor, and an accidental meeting in the 
Park, confirmed my resolution: of having 
an interview with you* — Oh, how I ex- • 
ulted in the disorder my presence occa- 
sioned to the party !; — Transient as our 
passing glances were,. I saw the confusion. 
I gloried ia." 

^^ Horrid!'* cried Lewis, '^ what eflTron- 
tery, — ^how shameless must that woman be> 
who could: see a family she had so cruelly 
injured, without sinking to the earth with*, 
shame and remorse!" 

« Poorr 
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^^ Poor novice!" exclaiiped she, with 
an air of scorn, *^ bred in a forest, and tu- 
tored by a priest, thou hast imbibed strange 
obsolete notions of men, women, and man- 
ners; — -and art as ignorant of the world, 
as the untutored savages— thy former 
<^ompanions. — ^But from me thou shalt re- 
ceive lessons of information and delight.'* 
" Stop, IVfedam,." said Lewis, ^^ do not 
disgrace your i^ex, by continuing a con- 
versation that renders you so despicable im 
my eyes J' 

- "How!" returned she, fiirrously, " dare 
you J mean, ignorant as you are, a creature 
in my power, thus presume to insult me !' 
— ^Have a care ; — / love, but / can hate 
also, and by every saint in the calendar, / 
vow revenge, if you provoke that hatred^ 
whieh shatt crush you- all: I Jfeave you 
this night to consider; — love, pleasure, 
riches, and the enjoyment of every delight 
this. world can afford, may be your's in 

whateveE 
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whatever quarter of the globe you please ;— 
but, if blind to your int^^t, cold and insen- 
sible to the happiness that courts you, pre- 
fering dependence, and the society of a 
simple, love-sick girl, a second Caroline i 
to such pleasures — such affluence as / offer 
to bestovi^, — ^then beware of my vengeance 4 
/ will have more than one victim you may 
be assured; nor shall the Douglas family 
ever see you more.'* 

She quitted the room with the air and 
look of a tragedy princess, leaving Lewis 
almost rooted to the floor, equally indig- 
nant, and terrified by her menaces, which 
he had but too much cause to bdieve 
she was really capable oi carrying into 
execution. 

He tried the doors and windows,— -all 
were finrily barred and bolted. — ^He rang 
the bell until it broke in his hand, — 
£itamped, — called aloiid, — in short made 

every 
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every effort to get free, or he heard;-—* 
but all his exertions were fruitless, and 
he was at length convinced that he must 
be content to pass the night in a chair, 
where we shall leave him to his com- 
fortless^ conjectures, and lode back on 
the friends he had «o suddenly beea 
taken from. 

When the elder Douglas had returned 
home, after having most considerately 
attended to every accommodation of ease 
in travelling for his poor invalid, and his 
Companion, he came intp the apartment 
where Frederic and his sister, who had 
been enquiring for Lewis> were expressing 
their surprise at his long absence, and at a 
k»s to gn^s from whom he could receive 
a note. 

Mr. Douglas was informed, of the cir- 
cumstance, — ^it rather surprised him, but 
he entered on other suSjects, expecting 

Lewis 
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Lewis would soon return.— They waited 
near an hour beyond the usual supper time, 
and then feeling uneagr, Mr. Douglas sent 
a servant to the cofFee-house to attend him 
home, when it suited him to return. The 
servant quickly came back, no such gen- 
tleman as Mr. Berthier had been there, — 
he had seen the waiter who brought the 
note, he told him, that the gentleman who 
employed him was at the door when he 
took back the answer, that himself went 
into the house and saw him no more, — •. 
Extremely alarmed, Mr. Douglas went 
over to the cofFee-housc, but could not 
gain the least intelligence further than a 
gentleman coming in, had asked for a glass 
of negus, and sent one of the waiters with 
a note into Hanover-Square, paid for tlie 
negus, and they saw no more of him, Mr, 
Douglas was compelled to return home 
with this unsatisfactory information, which 
greatly distressed the young people, and it 
was npt without the most earnest entreaties 

pf 
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of his father that Frederic could be prie- 
vailed upon to retire to his apartment, upon 
the assurance that servants should be sent 
different ways, among the chairmen and 
coachmen, to pi-ocure every possible in-» 
telligence. He did retire, but he could 
not rest, and when the day dawned, insisted 
upon being dressed, to join his father and 
Fidelia, who had sat up the whole night, 
and who were extremely shocked on be- 
holding him so early, so ill, and unrefreshed. 
— ^The journey was now stopped, — ^the ser- 
vants returned without any satisfaction.—^ 
Mr. Douglas had made every possible en- 
quiry, in person, and returned, with an in- 
tention to draw up an advertisement and 
send it to the several papers. On entering 
his house a letter was given him, received 
by the penny-posty — ^he opened it and read 
as follows : 

*^ Mr. Berthier, anxious to relieve the 
jiplicitude of his friends, has request^xi a 

quondi^a 
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quandam acquaintance of the family, to 
inform Mr. Frederic Douglas that it is 
entirely out of his power to accompany Am, 
having formed a subsequent engagement^ to 
enjoy all the delights that love and beauty 
have prepared for him in another kingdom. 
He is too interestedly engaged at present 
to write himself, and in less than six hours 
will bid adieu to England, — perhaps, 
forever!" \. 

•^ Ungrat^ul, insolent boy!" exclaimed 
Mr. Douglas, — " but," checking himself, 
^^ but, is it pc^bk that Lewis Berthier 
could have dictated such a note as this ? — 
Surely I wrong him !— -But then, where il 
he, — ^why thus absent himself? — ^That he 
was sent for is evident,-~could he have 
made any acquaintance unknown to my 
family in this short period ?--=-That surely 
could not be, for he has never been absent ! 
Yet, a man, young and vigorous like him, 
pould not be taken away without resistance; 

besides. 
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besides^ perfectly a strangerj who could 
form such a design, and to what purpose 
could it tend?" Lost in conjecture, he 
entered the drawing-room, the letter open 
in his hand.' — ^^ A letter/' cried Fredmc, 
starting up, ^'a letter from Lewis, Sir?'* 
^^ Not front him, but of him^ and yery 
strange sort of information, I think," said 
Mr. Douglas,' delivering it to him. — His 
son eagerly cast his eyes on the writing, 
but befdre he could have perused a single 
line, he sank back on the sofa; — ^Fidelia 
flew to raise him, his senses were for a 
moment suspended, but not lost, — ^the 
drops she held to him presently restored 
him. ^^ 'Tis the writing of Eleanora," 
said he, faintly, *^I have seen only his 
name, pray give it to me," for it had 
dropped from his hand. ^* Impossible!" 
cried Mr. Douglas, ^^ he cannot be such a 
villain as that note speaks him, if it is her 
hand!"— "If," repeated Frederic, " alas ! 
\ know it too well, — ^I must read it." — 

"Yes, 
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^ Yjes^ read it, my son, and learn to despise 
and detest such ingrates, equally infamous 
and deceptive," 

The young man did read it, then clasp- 
ing his hands, " I have been the dupe of a 
low-born sentimental scoundrel, and the 
vilest of women, — I was, long ago, told of 
her partiality for him', 'tis now confirmed. — 
O ! that I could tear out his false heart T* 
He then fell into the most violent ravings, 
which ended in fainting fits, that brought 
him to the verge of the grave, and terrified 
the family exceedingly. Pliysicians were 
sent for, who saw. that a sudden and violent 
emotion might possibly have a fatal effect, 
without some great effort of nature to 
struggle against the disorder of the mind, 
and rouse him from that extreme debility 
which overpow^ered his weak frame. Mr. 
Dmiglas execrated the infamous Eleanora, 
and the ungrateful Lewis, Fidelia knelt by 
the bedside of her brother, the image of 

grief 
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grief and despair, when suddenly her father 
exdaimed, ^^ I will go to Lord E's. enquire 
for that woman, and learn where she re- 
sides; — I will see therii both, wretches as 
they are, — I will see the murderers of my 
son !" He darted down stairs, and was out 
of the house before Fidelia had time to 
repover herself*, and endeavour to prevent 
him, and the terror of what might be the 
consequence of such an interview, agorlized 
her beyond all description. 

In this state she waft found ty her father 
on his return; and the poor man was 
shocked by the apprehension that he should 
lose both his children. But his presence 
afforded her some relief; though but little 
satisfaction was obtained by the result pf 
his enquiries. — " Lord E. was gone to 
Newmarket, and was not expected back 
for several days," — Fromthe porter he ob- 
tained tlie address of Eleanora, through 
the irresistible eloquence of gold ; and on 

application 
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application to her porter, was infe^rnedj 
" his lady had left town for a few days 
with a young French gentleman^ a relation 
of her's; but to what part of the country 
they were gone no one in the house knew, 
nor on what day they would return/' — 
Mr. Douglas asked what kind of a person 
the French gentteman had; he was an- 
swered, ^^ the servants in the house had 
never seen himr— he was he believed but 
lately come to England — ^and Sebastian, 
his lady's Italian servant, said they were to 
take him up in Bond-Street, by his ap* 
pointment, the preceding evening; but how 
far they went, or where they were going 
to, he knew nothing more than it was on 
a visit to a lady." 

Such information, which seemed to ccai- 
firm the deceit and ingratitude of Lewis^ 
and the profligacy of a vile woman> only 
tended to distress them, in their fears for 
the effects it might liave on young Douglas; 

and 
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and both concluded it would for the pre-^ 
sent be better to leave him in doubt, till 
he had recovered fi-om the shock already 
so overwhelming. Mr. Douglas could no 
longer resist conviction, he said; thatBcr- 
thierwas a hypocritical deceiver, he had no 
doubt.-— There could be no palliation that 
could extenuate his crime against the peace 
of a family' who loved and trusted him — 
all that could be urged was, that he had 
fallen into the snares of a beautiful wicked 
woman, and had sacrificed his honour and 
integrity to the gratification of his passions. 
Fidelia, indeed, when she reflected on the 
character givien of him by Hermine, by 
Father Francis, and the whole tenor of his 
conduct towards her brother, with the de- 
testation he had expressed for Eleanora, 
could not reconcile the present appearance 
of things.-^She still doubted, still hoped 
Lewis might be oixe day exonerated from 
the heavy charges against him ; whilst she 
trembled, lest the attractive loveliness of 
VOL. III. N Eleanora^ 
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Eleanora^ and her insidious arts^ should 
have triumphed over the reason and honour 
of an inexperienced youths 

It was in vain both the &ther and the 
daughter united, their efforts to consc^ 
poor Frederic, to rouse his {»ide, and sti- 
mulate him to despise such unwc^thy 
beii^s/^ were beneath even his resent^ 
meat; that fatal passion had taken such 
deep root, had so entwined itself about his 
hearty that, a weak, debilitated constitution, 
ruined by early excesses, was unable to 
Qontend with. He had been for some time 
declining, and endeavoured to struggle with 
his disorder, and conceal the anguish of 
his heart. The infamous desi^ upon his 
father he hoped would destroy the influence 
of Eleanora, but the first moment he be- 
held her again, he was Vitally convinced of 
his own weakness, and her unbounded 
power, 

. } ■ ' -This 
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This last stroke, the lettei* written by 
her so basely insulting, and the idea that 
she had always preferred Lewis, and that 
the deceitful, ungrateful youth had imposed 
upon his credulity, and had sacrificed him 
and his family to the gratification of their 
mutual inclinations — all these painful re- 
flections on his wrongs, and their baseness, 
were too overwhelming for a weak mind 
and a broken constitution to support ; and 
his distracted father beheld him sinking 
into the grave, an early victim to a neg- 
lected education, improper indulgencies, 
and the fatal contagion of vicious exan^le. 

Mr. Douglas, too late convinced of his 
own irretrievable error, in consigning the 
education of his son to a man whose moral 
character he had not been solicitous to dc- 
velope, of whose principles he had not 
taken the trouble to be assured, but blindly 
resigning a trust so sacred jnto the hands 
of his wife, who had proved a most un- 
N 2 worthy 
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worthy delegate, merely because he was 
too careless to enter on the duties be- 
coming a father and a husband, now in 
the premature decline of a promising young 
man, felt the most poignant self-reproach, 
the most acute sorrow, when, alas! both 
were fruitless and unavailing. 

Not to be prolix on this melancholy sub- 
ject, we shall only add^ that in eight days 
from the disappearance- of Lewis, poor 
Frederic Douglas resigned all his worldly 
prospects, without expressing the smallest 
regret 'at his early summoils to tlie grave, 
and died with a composure that edified all 
about him. He forgave the ^^ Wretched 
Eleanora, for wretched she must be,^' said 
he, " when on the bed of death, though 
I earnestly hope, repentant of her crimes. 
If Lewis is guilty, as appearances bespeak 
. him, may Heaven pardon his errors^ as I 
forgive his ingratitude; but if hereafter it 
should be proved he is innocent of inten- 
tion, 
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tion, and the victim to a moment of artful 
fascination, tell him he possessed my esteem 
and regard, and that I earnestly pray for 
his future happiness." 

His address to his father and sister was 
truly affecting; and proved, that with a 
cultivated education, in the hands of a 
worthy man, and stimulated by good ex- 
amples, he might have lived an ornament 
to society and a blessing to his family. — 
We shall pass over the afflictive scenes that 
ensued between the father and the daugh- 
ter, who in a few days after the funeral left 
town oh a visit to Lord Douglas for a fort- 
night; by which time Fidelia hoped for 
the consoling presence of her friend Her- 
mine. Lady Somerset being shortly ex- 
pected in England from the last accounts. ' 

It is now high time we should look back 
on our poor peasant, whom we left a pri- 
soner, though in a comfortable apartment, 
1^3 and 
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find with plenty of r€freshme0tjs before 
him ; of which neither Eleaiiora uor him 
had tasted, from the disagreement betweeq 
them. When Lewis found he was to paes 
the night in confinement, he had sense 
enough to know that U) gisje himself up to 
fruitless grief and v^x^dion. would he ex- 
treme folly; and that he o«^t nnUv^ to 
call up his fortitude land resdutioa to overr 
come the Uandishnoents of vice in a ft^ca 
so alluring, and courage to disregard her 
menaces and future proceedings whatever 
they might be. He therefore eat some 
fruit and cakes, drank two glasses of wine, 
and strove to compose himself to rest ; but 
his uneasy reflections on the strange c<m- 
jectures to his disadvantage which would 
naturally be made by the Douglas family, 
and the pain he felt for the unpromising 
state of Frederic's health, altogether 
fjroqded upon his mind^ . and precluded 
€leep5 whilst he courted, it in v^n. 

The 
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The appciamiice of the following day 
seemed to. bfe m unison with the situation 
of iJewis, dark, lowering, and threatening 
a storm. It wais not yet eight o'clock by 
his watch, when he heard the door un- 
bolted and uulocbed, and Eleanora entered 
in a most ehgaxA taommg dress, assiuiimg 
aa air of benderness, and a bewitching 
softness in iser voice and address. She 
began lamenting his want of gallantry, and 
even common civility, so cruelly to repulse 
and upbraid a woman whos^ pas^n was 
not the, transient inclination of a d^ay, but 
ysAio had long loved him— one who wai 
wilUng to give up Lord E* and all mankind 
to live with. him alone, and share that for- 
tuxie wrth him which the love and prodi- 
gality of others had bestowed on her.-^ 
He should chuse hii^ own residenfce, in 
whatever quarter of the globe he might 
wishtolive^ with transport she would ac- 
company him^ and own no power but al- 
mighty lov€— Hseek no society but that of 
N 4 the 
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the man she adored. ^^ In fine,^* added 
she^ assuming a shew of modesty, though 
she had it not^ and looking alternately on 
the floor, and raising her eyes slowly to his 
face, *^ in fine, my dear Berthier, I will 
ingenuously confess, that you are the only 
nian that ever touched my heart; and 
when I offer to sacrifice all others to you, 
'tis to obey, the impulse of that heart that 
beats for you alone." 

What shall we say of Berthier at the 
conclusion of this fine harangue, which 
had every thing to recommend it, but truth 
and genuine modesty ? — Shall we say that 
he was very young, very ignorant of the 
world, very susceptible, — and — half asleep ? 
— Shall we add that the object before him 
was truly beautiful, fascinating, an en- 
chantress, who looked but to conqpier, and 
might command by her smiles the. first si- 
tuation in the kingdom ? — ^AJl this granted, 
for it was but too true, alas I what was to 

become 
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become of oiir simple forester? — ^He at 
first averted his eyes, he. stole a transients 
glanee, then fdt his heart flutter, then a 
dose of flattery was swallowed with some- 
thing like exultation ; — then again honour, 
a proper contempt, Frederic Douglas, Fi- 
delia, and, oh ! Hermine! — HerminePwho 
relied onTiis honour and integrity. — Once 
he had already forfeited his claim to her 
esteem, had sank under the weakness of 
his heart ;— but Caroline, site was amiable 
— this womian a dangerous syren, a shining 
serpent, whose wily arts ensnared the un- 
wary into her folds to sting them mortally, 
to ruin, and death. 

'^ Propitious be your silence, dear Ber- 
thier," said she, observing the conflict in 
his mind, " let not festidious fancies, ob- 
solete and unknown in this enlightened age, 
or absurd prepossessions,* weigh in your 
mind against the advantages I offer of love 
and independence. Happiness, affluence, 
N 3 and 
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and a. tender hearty are thrown kito your 
hands ;-^o not hesitate, do not rgect tihat 
heart so vainly sought for^ that flies of itself 
to lodge in your bosom/' Lewis trembled, 
he could bear, no more, he must exert him- . 
self now-'^^hother moment it might be too 
late. ^^Stop, Madam,— if possible respect 
yourself.-^I can accept no gift from your 
hands; contempt for your principles, and 
acorn c^ your power, are the< feelings of wy 
hearty and beautiful as you are I rqect the 
offer of your's with my whole aoul/' 

'^ Cold, senseless, insolent wretch!*' ex- 
claimed she, in a furious tone, all the cle^ 
lading soflness she had assumed giving way 
to the natural violence of her character, — 
^^ that power you scorn, you shall feel till 
your mean soul is humbled at my feet;-*^ 
then will I spurn a base reptile that dares 
to insult a woman, who for a moment has 
levelled herself to forget her own d^riity, 
and seek allumce with a heart as impene^ 

trable 
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trable as the rugged trees m his ttfttive 
forest,*' She walked the rodfn, sweUln^ 
\<rith rage, for some moracnts,*«*-then, as if 
recollecting herself, she once a^in ap-' 
proached him with a melancholy softne^, 
that, had it preceded her paasion, might 
have been dangerous,— -it was now too late, 
the fiend had appeared too evident in her 
countenance and manner, and so forcibly 
stampt the vilencss of her character 6n the 
mind of Lewis, that all her blandishments 
could not erase the impression of her former 
vices and her present baseness. 

His countenance spake the genuine feeir 
ings of his heart, — scorn and didike wanted 
no words to convey their meaning more ex- 
pressively than when his eyes mether*s; — she 
was not slow in comprehending their force.. 
Again she stampt with rage, and iitterecf: 
(he most shocking imprecations, till ex- 
hausted, she sank into a chak* almost suf- 
focated with passion. •'This violence, 

Madamv 



y Google 



276 THE PEASANT OP 

Madam, is unworthy of the female cha* 
racter,— I entreat you to reflect and change 
your resolution, — ^let me depart from hence ; 
I solemnly pledge my honour, if you re- 
quire it, that your name shall not be im- 
plicated in the account — • r-.'* ^^ Your 

honour r^ exclaimed she, , contemptuously, 
** the honour of a forester j-^sl wood'-cutter, 
a simple low-bom peasant ! — Honour, 
indeed ! " " And why not. Madam, — ^why 
should a low-bom peasant be denied those 
innate feelings w^hich the God of nature' 
implants in the bosom of every rational 
being, whether in a court or in a forest!" 
" No more, no more," said she, imperi- 
ously, '^this stale moralizing may qualify 
you for a capuchin, — ^for a monk, or a con- 
fessor; but will be very unprofitable in the 
world. Once more, though I could tear 
my flesh for the meanness I am guilty of, 
once more I demand (remember this is the 
crisis of your fate), will you voluntarily at- 
tach yourself to me, and accept that inde- 
pendence, — 
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pendence, — that freedom of mind and 
action^ so dear to every soul that possesses 
one spark of animation and love of liberty, 
unless the mind is as groveling as his birth is 
obscure?'* ^^ Spar6 yourself any further 
humiliation. Madam/' said Lewis, inter- 
rupting her, '^^ it pains me to hear even 
you thus forget the respect due to your 
,sex, and degrade the female character by 
language and seiitiments so unworthy of a 
woman. In one word, 'tis a love of free- 
dom, a desire to possess independence; and 
a resolution that my conduct shall not sink 
me below the meanness of my birth, that 
impels me to assure you I never will, — ^never 
can be attached to a woman I utterly 
despise." 

. Rage had for a moment: impeded words, 
but it only encreased the violence of the 
storm when it found utterance. She loaded 
him with execrations, declared she now 
hated more than she had ever loved, but 

her 
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her revenge should be gratified^ and he 
should dearly repent of his insolence and 
ingratitude. She then left him^ and her 
first step was to -^ write that note Mr. 
Douglas had received, with a double view 
to mischief— to impress the family with an 
idea of the perfidy and ingratitude of Lewis, 
and thus deprive him of his only friends,*-* 
and also to give pain and jealousy to Frederic 
Douglas, of whose strong attachment to 
her she was well convinced, by his ap* 
pearance,. and emotions, too visible wheo 
tfiey met. Eleanora well knew the mighty 
power that money would give her in all- 
countries; and though abandoned and^ vi<- 
eious in the extreme, she was no less ra^ 
pacious and avaricious — she plundered her 
lovers without mercy. Several had sacri- 
ficed their fortunes at the shrine of her 
beauty, before she became known to Fre^ 
deric Douglas ;•*— and Ihose. in&mous men,. 
Senito and hia companion, were her tools 

OS 
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or jackalls^ to watch for fresh victims to be 
enslaved by her all-subduing charms. 

Douglas had not the means to gratify 
her boundless avarice, though he dieeply in- 
volved himself by the connexion; but she 
was pleased to have a yoimg Ekiglishman 
in her train, and most certainly did from, 
their firsi acquaintance, prefer Lewis to- 
any man she had ever seen, and was con- 
triving schemes to entrap hkn, when the 
Austrian nobleman interposed, and turned 
the scale by the lure of riches and ambi- 
tion she had not resolution to withstand.. 
Thoroughly di^i«5ted by her boundless ra- 
pacity, her conduct, and iHifideHty, he had 
taken a sodden Jeave of her, and secured 
all the property which had escaped her 
hands; -r-but she was far from being lefb 
in the mann^ she had described to the 
dder Douglas^ and it was a sudden thought^ 
-~the impulse of the moment, to gain ad- 
mission into his house, with the view to 

become 



y Google 



280 THE PEASANT OP 

become his wife, that she might attain the 
rank of an English Peeres^^ ( hearing that 
the death of Lord Douglas was daily ex- 
pected, ) and enjoy the exquisite pleasure 
of astonishing and mortifying Frederic and 
his innocent sister, to whom she hadlately 
taken a strong aversion, because she was 
very generally admired, and by the propri- 
ety of her conduct, seemed to reproach, as 
well as to dislike the freedom of her man- 
ners ^-^hv, Fidelia's coldness, and scruti- 
nizing looks, had not passed unnoticed, and 
had greatly offended her. 

As to her former knowledge of Fre- 
deric, the great licentiousness of her prin- 
ciples made her ouistep every considera- 
tion of religion, — every sacred obligation 
imposed by duty and conscience; — ^there*- 
fore when defeated in this" nefarious scheme 
no wonder that in such a mind as her*s, re- 
venge, and a renewed predilection for 
Lewis, stimulated her to the vilest atrg- 

cities. 
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cities. She had emissaries and persons in 
her knowledge, fit to conduct her schemes; 
the house in which Lewis was confined had 
been taken long before, when she first came 
to England, as a private retreat. — Ij was 
detached out of a public road, a small disr 
tanbe from an obscure village; —and tho' 
decent, and surrounded by a large garden, 
had nothing in its appearance to excite 
much notice or curiosity. 

; Here she had only Italiai;i servants, ex- 
cept an old woman — ^a sort of house-keeper. 
But one of her servants regularly went to 
town daily, for every necessary, wanted in 
the house, and the woman had little to do 
with any of them. In this house she could 
confine Lewis as effectually as if in a pri- 
son.— When he was in the carriage and in- 
capable of reastance, his pockets had been 
Bearched and emptied ; she knew no bribes 
were ip . his power, nor had he a single ac- 
quaintance, ( as she thought, ) in England, 

but 
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but the Douglas family, and frdm them 
she could well secure him. She had pre- 
viously instructed her servants hni town, not 
as a secret, but openly mentiomng her in- 
tention of leaving town with a yoling French 
gentleman, not doubting but the letter she 
should write, would lead his friends to mtkt 
^<juiry at her .house, . . 

Thus her plan .well laid, the whole time 
that my Lord E. was at Newmarket, at- 
tewiing the races, she iagt guard on Lewis 
Iterself, still trusting that every fresh day 
would produce a diange in his sentiments. 
He was allowed no bed, and but a scanty 
portion of provisions ;-^but ^ter the first 
two nights^ habit reconciled biin to sleep 
in an armi chair, and as his appetite was far 
from being keen, was very easily satisfied. 
All he wanted was air and liberty, hut he 
thought it was impossible she could long 
persevere in keeping him a prisoner, con* 
fined to the range of only two small rocMns. 

Both 
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Both !iver^ well secured, and wheneverlhey 
were opened, three men came together; 
two guarding the door with pistols, 

" This force/* thought he, ^^ cannot 
last, die wi}l be tired of the fruitless ex-- 
pence," His detes>t$tion of her daily en-» 
creased, and every visk she made him, also 
magni^ed her rage and disappointment. 
I^ewis would often reftect with astonish- 
mmt oa her cooiduct md character. He 
coiild ^cancely believe it possible that a 
woman should be ao utterly abandoned,-— 
so lost to virtue, principle, and shame. He 
knew not.to wiiat a dreadful gradation in 
vice a fenuie may arrive, when religion and 
Iwnour have ceased to hold their dominion 
over hex mind.-^T-No woman plunges at 
once into guilt and 8haniie,-'-^vice is pro-? 
gressive, ahd if not timely checked by 
regret and repentance, it acquires boldness 
from habit, And every good principle is 
Jpfit forever. 

Eleanora^, 
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Eleanora, tormented by love, tortured 
by disappointment, and stimulated by anger 
and vengeance, determined to complete - 
her work by depriving Lewis of every pos- 
sible hope of being again received by Mr. 
Douglas. She went to town with a view 
of drbpping another incendiary letter into 
the penny -post,-— she called at her house, 
and while she was waiting the return of a 
servant she ha(i sent on a message, she 
took up a newspaper just brought, and tho* 
by no means conversant with the English 
knguage, she tried to amuse herself. — 
Almost the first paragraph that met her eye 
' was an account of poor Frederic's deaths 
with a general regret at his premature fiite. 
A momentary pang shot through her heart, 
for iho* she had heard and saw that he ap- 
peared to be declining, she had no idea of 
his immediate danger; and, at the moment, 
felt as if conscious she had accelerated liis 
death . He had in no shape offended her, 
to him she had been ever perfectly indif- 
ferent, 
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ferent, and all her spleen against him arose 
from believing that it was at his request 
Berthier had written to the elder Douglas, 
and prevented her intended marriage. — 
Vile as she was^ she yet did feel some little 
compunction at this fatal event, but she 
soon shook it off, in the triumph she should 
have over the feelings of Lewis. 

She was just preparing to return in this 
charitable disposition, whbn surprised by 
the abrupt entrance of Lord E. whom she 
supposed to be safe in the country. He 
had seen her carriage at the door, and con- 
cluded she was going to air, or make a tour 
through the shops, to try the patience of 
the tradesmen. ^' My dear Countess," 
said he, (for she chose to retain her title, 
tho' the Count had disclaimed her right to 
it,) after, affectionately saluting her, " my 
charming Eleanora, by Heavens you look 
quite angelic! — How could I forego my 
. own happiness by stopping so long in that 

d 'd 
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d — — M place, where I have lost all my 
money, and ready cash at my banker's ? — I 
want six hundred po\uids, my dear creature, 
immediately ; I will replace it in a few days> 
with good interest, my love,-— but my ho- 
nour is at stake, and I must have it without 
delay/' *' Six hundred pounds!" ex- 
claimed she, displeased at his return, and 
^till more so with his request, " where do 
you suppose I can have such a sum to sup- 
ply you?'' *^ Nay, my dear Eleanora," 
returned he, *^ surely you cannot be at a 
loss for such a trifle; — yon know I pre- 
sented you with an order for a brace of 
thousands when you did me the honour of 
claiming my protection, — and, not a fort- 
night since, I tossed you in another thou- 
sand, when I won fifteen hundred from tlie 
Duke of ***?•* 

" ** Well," said she, interrupting him, 
'^ and suppose you did ; — can you think I 
keep money to locdc at ? — ^Bless your wise 

head ! — 
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head 1 -— Why . those thousands have 
travelled half over the town by this 
time; — -and, but this very day, had you 
not so unexpectedly returned, I should have 
written to you for a fresh supply," — " Nay^ 
nay, Eleanora, don't trifle With me, lam 
really confoundedly in want of the money, 
and cannot do without it." *^ Nor can I, 
I give you my word,^— therefore, if you 
have none at your banker's, write to your 
steward, let him grub \vp some of your old 
oaks, put them on sale, and send us up a 
half score of thousands directly." *^ Upon 
my word. Madam, I am not in a humour 
to carry on the jest, — I know you can com- 
mand more money than I ask you to lend 
me." " And, if I could. Sir, am I to 
beggar myself to supply your extravagance ? 
Pray apply to your steward, there is no 
other method of raising it." *^ I have not 
time," answered be, ** and since you un*- 
gratefully deny to oblige me, I must in- 
stantly go to some d ■ *d money lender, 

and 
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end I would much rather have given you th6 
uiterest than pay it to such fellows." 

He was flinging out of the room in a 
violent pet, when she cried out, '* Stop, 
stop, my Lord; — suppose that I should 
distress myself, and disappoint a tradesman 
to whom I have promised payment this 
very day, what interest did you mean to 
offer me?" "My lovely girl," answered 
he, in a softened voice, though inwardly 
cursing her avarice, " if you can let me 
have the six hundred, I will give you a bond 
for a thousand pays^ble in a month, as by 
that time my steward will be ini cash for we 
from rents." 

" Well, send for a bond, then,, to be 
filled up ; — I know I shall be insulted for 
disappointing the man, and greatly dis- 
tressed for running expences, in thus giv- 
ing up all the money I can command; — 
but I cannot bear to see you thus har- 

rassed, 
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rSlssed^ my dear Lord.'* He believed as 
much as he pleased of this fine romance, 
and knew how t6 appreciate her love and 
generosity. But whilst he despised her art 
and meanness^ he was gratified in his va*- 
nity as the avowed protector of a woman 
so beautiful, and she had attraictions suffi- 
ciently powerfiil in his opinion to varnish 
over the depravity of her mind. 

The money affair was soon settled, an* 
after many endearing epithets, he was on 
the point of leaving her, when she asked, 
^* Do you return immediately to New- 
market?'* ^To Newmarket! — no, what 
the devil should I do there, the races are^ 
over. I was much entreated by Earl Bel- 
font to make him a visit for a few weeks^ 
but I languished to return to my angelic 
Countess, therefore refused him," " But 
positively you shall go," returned she^^ 
" I will not be a drawback upon your plea-, 
gures; no, my dear Lord, .your Eleanor* 
VOL. jii* - O shaU 
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shall not be cursed by your friends, as the 
fond and ill-natured devil who deprives 
them of your society. I love your plea- 
.sure better than my own\ — I insist upon 
your going this very day, and when you 
have gratified your friends and companions 
with a few weeks, you will return with 
double rapture to your Eleanora/* 

^' But how can you drag on your days 
without society, were I really to go, which 
I have no inclination to do?" '^ I will 
study English," answered she, " read, im- 
prove my language and taste, and I have a 
friend at Richmond wlio is dying to have 
me with vher, I can visit her ; — ^and feeling 
that my self-denial must be productive of 
amusement to my loved E. I can never be 
uncomfortable myself/* 

O, man ! proud of thy imagined strength 
and superior wisdom, how easily art thou 
duped by an artful woman!— 'Tis the ti- 
mid, 
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mid/ elegant, and ingenuous mind, over 
which those boasted lords of the creation 
meanly triumph, because there is no re- 
sistance; but place them in the power of 
an abandoned mistress, and they become 
the veriest slaves in nature — ^submit to the 
most flagrant impositions, the most in- 
jurious treatment — and but too often re- 
turn to their home, and revenge oh an 
amiable, imofFending wife, the insults they 
have borne from a vile, infamous woman. 

Lord E. not ten minutes before had 
mentally cursed the impudent, avaricious, 
mean-souled Eleanora — ^her character was 
abandoned, her conduct and principles no- 
toriously profligate — nay he even now sus- 
pected she had some sinister design to 
pursue in his absence ; — ^j^et with his eyes 
open, and conviction in his heart, he suf- 
fered himself to be fascinated by her flat- 
tery and pretended affection. — Soft words 
from those beautiful lips were irresistible, 
O 2 and 
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and after a numbei; of tender caresses, be 
c^onsented to tear himself from her the 
following day^ that his charming Countess 
might escape the illiberal reflections of 
those who were ignorant of her trans- 
eendant worth and generosity. 

His charming Countess would have been 
much better pleased had his departure 
taken place immediately, but she was too 
politic to press it; she therefore hastened 
him off to pay his debts pf honour, whilst 
j^e seized the opportunity of writing a 
:note to het confidential sen^ant to take 
proper care of Lewis. 

The following day LorA E. bade a re- 
Juictant adieu, engaging for his return with- 
.in ten days^ and in less than ten minutes 
afl:er, his- affectionate and faithful liady was 
on the road, flying to see her prisoner. In 
the evening previous to her return, a fever 
which had dowly crept upon Lewis, ocea- 

, sioned 
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sioned by want of air, exercise, an<i proper 
rest, began to wear a serious appearance 
from the disorder of his head- His at- 
tendant' observed in the morning, that he 
seemed to be very ill, but* expecting his 
Lady every moment, did not notice to him 
the alteration he could not but see; and 
the moment her carriage drove into the 
yard, he made his report in terms that 
alarmed and shocked her greatly. She 
flew to his apartment, but when she beheld 
him reclining in his chair, for the first time 
in her life her heart was smote with an- 
guish, and something very like remorse, 
— ^he actually hurst into tears f 

He raised his throbbing head. ^* Dear, 
dear Berthier!'* exclaimed she, *^ you are 
very ill.*' " I am, indeed,** he faintly re- 
plied, ^^ my head is very bad, and I am 
parched with thirst.** She rang the bell, 
—•lemonade was ordered, — and a bed to be 
got ready without delay .t— She was nearly 

distracted,— 
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distracted,— cursed Lord E. for having de- 
tained her jn town, and acted a thousand 
extravagancies. Lewis, a little revived by 
drinking, besought her to be composed, for 
he was really moved by the agony she was 
in, and said, " He should soon get better 
if, he had a bed to repose in." *' Oh I 
Berthier,'* cried she passionately, ^*you 
mast hate me for my cruelty, — ^why, why 
have you provoked me to treat you so con- 
trary to my heart ? , I have been to blame 
—for Heaven's sake get well, or I diall be 
distracted." He was soon after conveyed 
Jto another apartment, and placed in bed. 
— She fell on her knees, — *' I am mise-* 
rable, — I cannot live without you. — ^With- 
out assistance you may expire, and if I send 
for a medical gentleman I am lost forever, 
—you will betray me^ — ^you will claim his 
good offices,— you will expose me to the 
Douglas family. Yet that's a trifle, — ^you 
will leave — hate, and renounce me ! What 
— ^what can I do?" 

'' Make 
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^^ Make yourself easy/' answered He, 
^^ my life is of consequence to no one, — 
destitute of friends, connexions, or a place 
of residence. — One gentle heart alone, may 
heave a sigh for my fate, but she must 
believe me worthless. — Oh, Hermine!'* 

^^.Hermine!" cried she, starting from the 
floor, Hermine! — ^who— what is she?" — 
^^ An angel,'* replied he, faintly, and then 
aloud, with a strong exertion, he added, 
'^ go, go, do me justice, — tell her that tho'^ 
unworthy of her confidence, I have stopt 
short of profligacy ; — tell her she is above 
my hopes, but I adore — I die for her! — 
Go, go, pray go; or she will hate me!" 

No language can pourtray the surprise 
and agony that Overwhelmed Eleanora. She 
had dreaded the charms of Fidelia^ but 
here was a secret discovered — a dangerous 
— ^beloved rival whom she knew not, and 
whose fatal influence had no doubt, made 

him 
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hfm cold and insensible to her beauty, and 
superior to all the temptations of love and 
independance. 

She stood for some moments immove- 
able, until he again raved about Her- 
mine, Douglas, and Lady Somerset. — 
She could make nothing of these un- 
connected exclamations, and hesitated if she 
should let him perish, or send for assistance. 
To save his life for another woman was death 
to her hopes, — ^to let hinj die in the bloom 
of youth a sacrifice to her disappointed de- 
sires, was an idea she shuddered at. Di- 
vided between love and revenge, -she sunk 
back in a chair, when a second incoherent 
speech caused her to start, and in the same 
moment the door was thrown open^ and my 
Lord E. stalked sullenly into the room, look- 
ing alternately at her, and at the bed. 



END OF VOL. III. 
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